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The Altar of the Reubenttes, 
| Ebud and Eplon. 
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lael and Siſera. 

Gideons calling. 

Grdeons preparation es viitory. 

1 The reuenge of Succoth and 
Penuel. 

| Abimelech's vſurpation. 
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T O 
THE RIGHT 
HONOVRABLE 
MY SINGULAR 


THO: EGERTON KNIGHT, 
Lord Elleſmere; Lord Chancelour 
England; Chancelour of the Youcri 
of Oxford ; The [incere and graue Ora 
cleot Equicte;z The great & lure friend 
of the Church z The fanfuarie of the 
Clergy ; The bountifull incou- 
rager of Learning, 


ZH. 


With thankfull acknowledgement of Gods 
bleſzing pox this State, in ſo voorthy an 
Ju/trument , and bumble prayers for his 
continuance , Dedicares this 


e and unworthy part 
Ton of bus labors, F 


GOOD LORD, SIR] 
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PRs Hite otghe(3'- 
MW | keanutes, muſt colt 


"i the {cruirude from 


| WELSYT rom heir neight 

bours tif Joſhua will. bur lit Lilthe 
deceit of the Gibeonuees (hall be.re- 
uenged-by his enemies, Five kings 
arevpin Armcy agd din{tchem,and 
areready to pay their fraude with 


violence: 


—_— —_—_— 
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violeace : VVhar ſhould: rheſe F al 
poore men doe 2 Ifthey make nor Uni 
their peace,they dic by ſtrangers; | A 
ifthey.doe make their peace with Jh 
Forrainers , they muſt die byfjan 
ncjghbours. There is no-courſe ſc 
charchreatens-not ſome danger ;} * 
Wechaue ſped,well if our choiceſy - 
hath light vpon the caſieft inton- ſhal 


uenmience. pc \ 


If theſe Huvites have finned a-fof! 
oainſt God, againſt I{racl, yet wharwhn 
hane they done/to their neigh-Jow! 
bours? I heareof notrechery, nofjas ri 
ſceretinformation, nd atrempr. Iſther 
ſee no finne but their league withſſhot 
lfrael, & their tife'« yer (tor oughtfcd ef 
we find) they were free-men ;'nofif th 
way eithorobliged,or obnoxious. ſwh 

As Saran, ſo wicked men _—_— dete 
abide 


LAS 


— —— - 


- 


theſe || abideto toſe any of their commy- 
ce not nity *if a Convert come home;the 
ngers; | Angels welcome him wirh ſongs, 
e with ſſthe Diucls follow him with vprore 
ie by Rand fry, his old Partners vvith 
zourſc ſcores and oblequy. , 
noer gf 4 £1107!) 5 cf 2 

hos 


ncon- 


I inde theſe neighbour Ptinees 
halfe dead withfeare,and yet they 
can finde rime to be ſick of envie. 
Malice in a wicked hart is the king 
ied a-fot Paſsions: all other vaile &bow 
t wharwhen'ircomes in place;eventheir 
ncigh-Jowhe life was not ſodearero'them 
ry, nofjas revenge, Who would hot ra- 
mp.” Irher tiatie lookr; that theſo Kings 
e withf{hould haue tryed to haue follow- 
-oughtſcd the 'Copic of this leagite'? or 
n ;'noÞif their fingers did itch to fight, 
)XIOUs. _—_— they not rather think ofa 
zannotfdetenfiue war againſt 1/7ael, then 

abide} __ an 
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Contemplations- - L.18, $i] I IN 
[an offenſive againſ} the Gahgon a 
Gibeonwas ſtrong ,. and. a a 
bec won without bloud; yer thele | (4 
Amorgeg,, which arzheir beſkaicreſ} 
/t0O wh I/racl, would ſpend | © 
their forces befare; hand.on. theirf]] 1 
Ro. Here was a ſtrong * lh 
tredin weake Ag ai gh Gy pe 
andyect began tg bght.; they =. of 


bablegs, the. paſe, THIN thekion (s 
is ſo. 


red. 7[raet, yer began x0: 
Gibeon, If they bad far ſtill, Ty 7 


"—X.- — EE Ix 


deſtrugi Look beene-f0.Jqc 


daine:.the malice of the-wi 


udgement. No ro. 
wiſhicuousrnan, 4 4M 


= - other Gities« of 
Pa rr no.Kings & none] - 
yeclded, and eſcaped, bur;rhey. tha 
Their Elders conſulted betorefar 


their 


189-1] Lang) The Reſenr of Grbvon, 


WES! thoirleague; neither is there any 
£097 chaljenge ſent tothe King, burto 
; thele F| the Cizre: And now the fiue Kings 
LEM ofrhe-dmiorirc have vniuſtly com- 
PBL pattedagainſt them. Soucraigny 
ery abuſcd;is a great ſpur to out-rage; 
ha-J the conceit of authoritic in- great 
perfans,many rimesliesin theway 
'J oftheirown ſafety, whiles it wvvill 
18 not ler themſtoope torhe ordina- 

'J rie courſes of inferiours; Hence it 
is, tharheauen is peopled with fo 
few Great-ones: hence it is, that 
2wNt rruc contentment ſeldome dwells 

* 2] high ; whiles meaner men ofhum- 

I bled ſpirits, cnioy both earth and 

| HO! heauen, | 


1 The Gibeomres had wel proued 
*| that thoghthey wanted an Head, 
"4 yetthey wanted nor wit; and now 
the 


jp” EEE _— 


wo and. odd ——— hy ————_— 


[£ 
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| 


| league; & whe ſhold they have vſc 
| of their new ProreRors, buttow 


| prayers to him, it will be,when we 


| truſt tro.our owne reſiſtance, wee 
| cannot ſtand; we cannor miſcary, 


the ſame wit that won Toſbus:and| 

[/raelto their friendſhip and pro- 
rection,reacherh them tomake vſe 
of thoſe they had won, Iftheythad 


not more truſted 1oshua,thcnrheir 
walls, they had neuer ſtolne that 


thatrthey were afſailed?/ Whither 
ſhould wee fly bur to our 7erhaa, 
when the powers of darknes (like 
mighty Amorztes) haue beſieged 


vs? It cuer wee will ſend vp our! 


are beleaguered wirh cuils. If we 


if ve rruſt to his : in vaine ſhall we 
ſend to our Terhua in theſe ſtraits, 
if we haue not before come ro him}** 
in our freedom, 


<——_ 


ts. BM 


Which 


LB) » | | 
,7and| 
pro- 
ce vie 
yihad 
Nicir 
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Which 


L139. ' The Reſcue of Gubeon. 


7 


———_—_—— 


— 


Which of vs would not haue 
thought Toshua bad a good. pre- 
tence for his forbearance ; & hauc 
ſaid, You hane ſtolne your league 


with me z why do you expe help | 


from him whom yec haue decci- 
ved? All that wee promiſed you, 
was a {ufferance to liuc-;- inioy 
what wee promiſed, wee will not 
rake your ite from you ; Hath 
your faithfulnes deſerued.to ex- 
pet more then ourcouenant; we 
ncuer promiſed to hazard our 
lues for you,to giue you life with 
the loſſe of our owne.. But that 
good man durſt not conſtrue his 
owne couenant to ſuch an aduan- 


berwixt killing them with his own 
word, and the ſword of an Amo- 


blow, 


rite: vyhoſocuer ſhould give the: 


tage ; Hee knew little difference| 


Wy 


gs ———_— nn nn 
. 


—_— 


— Caonpianen Tremp) 


blow,the murder would bee his. 
Euen permiſsion in thoſe things 
wee may remedy , makes vs no 
 leſſe ators then conſent; lome 
| men kill.asmuch by looking on 
as others by fmirmg : VVee are 
guilry of all rhe-emll wee might 
hauchhimdered, £\ 


| | | 

The noble diſpoſition of Joſh 
beſides: his ingagement , will nog 10: 
ler him forſake his new vaſlalls] all 
Their confidence in him, 1s argu toc 
ment enough ro draw hitn inrq{javr 
the Field, The greateſt obligatioging 
to 4 good mind, is anothers truſt{blel 
which ro difappoint, were mercif Wit! 
lelly perfidious, How much lefl had 
ſhall our true Toshua faile rhe conf don 
fidence of our faith? Oh my Saſ#sa. 
uiour,if we ſend the meſſengers of Gibe 


0 


II" 
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:e his. jour prayers.to thee into thy (3/- 
things] [244 thy mercy bindes thee xo re- 
vs noff [lecte : neuer any foul miſcaried 
{ome that truſted thee ; WE mayibe wan- 
ng On, ning in oyr truſt, our truſt can ne- 
rec arc fuer wantſucceſs, 


might 
"I! © Speed in beſtowing, doublesa 
git : a bencfit deferred, loſes the 
Toſhua,ſ|thanks,and prooges vnprofitable. 
vill nod{ Jo:bya marches all nighe, & fights 


raſſallsJ] all day for the Gibeonizes i T cy 


sargu4|tooke not ſo much painsin com-| 


m inre{ming to deceive him, as he in go-- 
igatio ing to deliuer them, It is the no- 
rs truſt} bleſt victory to overcome cuill 
merci{ with good ; if his very Iſraclres 
ch lefſ{had been indanger he could haue 
ie cond done no more: God, and his 1s- 
1bua, make no differcace berwixr 
agers c Gibeonrees [raclited, and his owne | 


O B natu- 
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naturall people. Allaretiracites 
whom he hath taken ro league: we 
ſtrangers ofthe Gentiles, are now 
the trueTewes; G O D neuer did 
more forthe naturall-Ohue , then 
for that wild Impe which:he hath 
graffed in. And as theſe Hiues 
could never be thankfull enough 
to ſuch 4 Iorhua ; no.more:can we 
to ſograciousaRedeemer, vvho 
forgetting our vnwoorthineſs, de- 
ſcended to our Gibeon, and reſcu- 
cd vs fromthe powers of hell,and 
death. 


Toshua fought, but God diſconi-| 
fired the Amorues; The praiſeisto 
che workman, not the inſtrument: 
Neither did God {lay them onely ||; 
with Tosbua's {word , bur with his 
owne haile-ſtones ; that now the 

Amorites | 


- - 


= 
lines 
2 WC 
now | 
r did 
then | 
hath 
111es 
ough 
an we 
yyho 
s, de- 
reſcu- 


ll, and 


| 


{cont | 


ſeisto fl! 
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Amorites may ſcc both theſe re- 
ucnges come frs one hand. Theſe 
bullets of G OD doe not wound; 
bur kill! It is no wonder thattheſe 
fiue Kings flic ; They may ſoone 
run away from their hope, never 
from their horror: If they looke 
behind, there is the ſword of 1ſra- 
el, which they dare not turn vpon, 
becauſe God had raken their harr 


they looke vpwards, there is rhe 
haile-ſhor of God fighting againſt 
them, our of heauen ; which they 
canneitherreſiſt, nor auoyd. 


If they had no enemy bur I/ra- 


onely 
ch his 
w the 
norites | 


el, theymighthopeto runne away 
trom death, firh fearc is a bercer 
fodteman, then deſire of reuenge ; 
bur novy, vyhither-ſocuer they 

B 2 runne, 


tt 


i 


trom them, before their life : If | 


| 
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runne, heauen will be aboue their 
heads: And now, all the reaſon 
that is left them in this confuſion 
of their thoughts, isro wiſh them-| 
{clucs well dead ; there'is no eua- 
fion where G OD intends a re- 
uenge, Wee men haue deuiſed ro 
imitate theſc inſtrumenrs of death, 
and ſend foorth deadly bullers our 
of a clowd of ſmoke ; wherein yer, 
as there is much danger , fo much 
yncertaintie: butthis God, that! 
diſcharges his Ordinance from 
heauen, direRs cucry ſhotte to an 


head, andcanas cafily Kil a5 ſhoor. 
It is a fearful] thing to fall into the 
handsof the liuing God: hee hath 
mo waics of vengeance, then hee] 
hath creatures, The ſame heauen 
that ſent foorth water to- the old 
world, firc to the Sodomites, light- 
ning 


———— —__ 


| B-9 + | 
their 
aſon 
lion 
hem- 
eua- 
2 1C- 
ed to 
leath, 
ts our ) 
n yer, 
much 
, that' 
from 
» tO af 


ſhoot. 


to the 
e hath 


n hee] 


1eauen 


he old! 
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ning and thunderbolts ro the Ex 


the Amorites, It.is a good care 
how wee may not anger God; iris 


his iudgements. when wee haue 


finde his is reucnges fargremer. 


Was it not miracle enough” that; 
Goddid braine their Aduerfſarics 
from heauen, bur that-the Sunhe 
and Moone muſt ſtand fhl in hea- 
uen? Isit not enoughthat the 4 
morites fly , but that the greateſt 
Plances-of heaucn muſt bay their 
ownecourſe,to witneſſe and won- 


which gaue them both beeing and 
a_——_ ro bid them-ſtand ſtill; it| 


a vain ſtudy how we may fly from | 


angred him; if wee could cun-Qut 
of the  vrorld, cuen-there:ſhall-we | 


der atthediſcomfiture? For him| 


| 


ans, ſends out haale-ſtones to | 


— 


— a 


B 3 ſecmes 
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| feemes no dithculty, although the 
rarenes would deſcrue admirati- 
on : bur; for a man ro commaund 
the chiefe ſtarres of heauen (by | 
whoſe influence he liuerh) as the 
Centurion would do his ſeruanr, | 
Sunne ſtay inGibeon, and Moone 
ſtandtillin44alon, itis morethen | 
a wonders [rwas not Torhas, bur 
his faith that did this; not by way | 
of precepr, but of prayer. It I may 
nat ſay tharthe requeſt of a faith- 
fullman (as wee fay of the great) 
commaunds; Gods gloric vvas 
that whicky Zorbua aimed at: hee 
knew tharali che world muſt needs 
be witneſſes of that, which-the eye 
ofthe wortd Rood ſtillto ſee. Had 
heireſpeed but rhe Naughrer of 
the Amories,, hee knew the haile- 
ſtones could. doc that alone; the 
Sunne 


— — 


Cin-Þ7 The Reſeae of Giles 


ſought by Zq5bua, thar. hee might 


Moon ; all could not ſee the cloud 
of haile.;' which becauſe of that 


all Nations might knowe the ſame 
the clouds,in heaven, Io-hganow 
them from the cloud , would ſtay 
the Sunne- and Moone in heauen, 
Gad neuer gat himſclfe ſo' much! 


m6ngſt the heathen ; and-yyhen 
was x more fate, then now, yvhen 


Synng needed nor ſtand ſtillto dir | 
re& that clowdto perſecute them; || 
but the glory of the flaughter was | 


(end thatxyp, whence thoſe haile-/ 
tones, and thay vitory came: All]: 
the carthmvgheſcethe Sunne and| 
beauic burden flew bur low.. That | 
hand commands both in earth , un | | 


prayes, that hee which dighartned | 
his enemics vpgn earth, 8&f{more| 


honour by, one dayes worke a-| 


| 


fuel! 


| 


— — 
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Ge heathen Kings are banded a a-\ 


gainſt him ? 


The $oti and rhe Moone were 
the ordinary Gods'of the-world: 
and who would norburthink,rhat 
their ſtanding Rill- bur one houre; 
ſhould berhe ruine of Nature ? & 
now;alb Nations ſhall wellſee,that 
there is an higher then their high- 
eſt; that' their Gods gre but ſer- 
 uants tothe G O D/ whom them- 
ſelues ſhould ſerue, at whole plea- 
ſure both they and Nature ſhall 


ſtand atonce: K that God which 


meantts work this miracle, had 
not raiſed vp his thoughts ro de- 
ſire ir, it had! bin a blaiycable pre- 
ſumption, which 'now/is a faith 
vvorthy of admiration;-'To deſire 


a miracle without cauſe;is a remp- | 


. 
_—_—_A_@ a — — ————— TY * 1 ; 
—_— 


| L18.9- The e Reſeue of Gibeon. oy 
ting ot God. O powerfull GOD 
that can cfteR this ! O power of 
faith that can obtaine it ! Whar is 
there that God cannot doe? and 


what is there which God can doe, 
that faith cannot doe ? 


et... 


7 irp A UT A AR 
- fue Renbenier. 


—_— ned the ; 

= Nh et they muſt inioyar 
laſt i Soar ls out oft in the hea- 
ucnly:Canaaen, the farſt.in title, are 
the Jaſt im-poſſeſsionc. They had 
their lot, aſsigned: them beyond: 
Torden ; which Lhohemeciond 


them in peace, muſt be purchaſed | | 


with their war : that-mult be done 
for their brethren;;] which needed 
not be done for themſelues : they 
muſt — fight, and fight = 
mo 


— 


"_—— \ li. 4 [ lt. Zo Mts. i 


_— 
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[ 
\mgit, that as they had the firſt pa- 4 
rritnonie, they might indure the r; 
firſt incounter. I donothear them c 
ſay, This is our ſhare, let ys firre Wl 7, 
\ [d6wae, andenioy it quietly, fight ir 

who will for the reſt :'\bur whenFo 
they knew their own portion,theyMll is 
leaue wiucs and children to rakeW ty 
poſſeſsion, and march atmed be- th 
pevpncny brechren , rill ou hadJJ all 
conquered'all Cana; 


ether 
{hauld wee more commend their 
courage,or their charine? Others 
were moouedro fight with hope;ff 
chey onely withloue : they could} ©; 
got winne more, they might Joſef] vs. 
themſclues; yer they witkiphi, both | rec 
far that they: had ſomething , and | lec 
that their brethren mighe hauc:| fu, 
Thankfulneffe and loue: can doeff} wi 
more with 'Gods Shay | (af, 
A elire 


. \ 
———— —_—_— ——wlw _ = 
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rt pa- 
re the 
r them 
vs firre 
/, fight 
when 


n,they 


true Iſraclite can ( it hee might 


all 


Tor 
in 
of God was ended, and all Canaes | 
is both won and diuzded, they re- 
o take turne totheir owne ; yer not vill! 
ed be- they were diſmiſſed ' by Tosbua: 
Y had all the ſweet attraQiues of their 
hether priuate loue cannot haſten their 
| their] paſe. If heauen be never ſo-ſweer| 
IchersY to vs, yer may we not, 1unne from 
hope;Ff thiscarthen warfare vil our great 
could Caprainc ſhall pleaſe ro diſcharg: 
he Joſef] vs. Iftheſe Reubenires had depar- 
t, bothf}} ted ſooner, they had been recal- | 
7, and led, if not as,cowards., ſurelie-as| 
R_ | fugi Itiues ; ; nowthey are ſent back 
wich Gaorie and bleſsing- How 

 tenl late and bappie- it is to anrend 


deſire 2 both | 


l_— 


m—_ 44. i 


defire to merit, or neceſsitic : No| 

chuſe) abide to fire ſtill beyond | 
his .brethtcn are | 

/Now-when all this wax 


«9 Contemplations. L1e: g-/| 


both the call; and the difpatch 
"Bering Weabbals in \hoges to 
their home, their firſtcare#$, nor 


for Trophees; nor for holes: bur | 
foran Alrarto God; an Altar,not | 
for ſacrifice, 'which had been ab6- 

minable,bur: for a memoriall what | 
God they ſerued. The firſt care 
of true lſaclices; miſt be theſafe-| 


tie of Religion; the world, as tis 


inferiourin worth, ſo mbſt it be in| 


reſpea: Hee never knew-God 4- 


right, that can abide any compe-| 


| 
/ 
| 
| 
| 


eirion with bis Maker: 


The reſt of the Tribes no' ſ06-/ 
ner heare hewes of theit new AL-| 
raf; butthey gather ro Shlob, to] 


ht aw them: they had ſcarce| | 
__ breathed 
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12.9:| 
fpatch 


Ice” to 
$, not 
es, bur| 
ar,not | 
nabo- 
Il what | 


t care 
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breathed fromthe:Canannſh war; 
and now they will goc fight with 
their' brethren: it their Fraders 
will (as they ſuſpe&ed) wrne Ido- 
laters, they cannothold them any 
other then Canaavites. The Rew- 
benites & their tellowes, had new- 
ly ſertled the teſt of Iſrael in their 
poſscſsions,and now cre they can 
be warme in their ſeates, Ifracl is 
vpin Armesto thruſtthem our of 


ue I their owne: the batred of their ſu- 
+ be in| ſpeed Idolatry,makes them for- 
od 4..N Se cither their bloud, or their be-| 
Jl ncfirs, Ifracl ſaycs , Theſe men 
op: || were the firſt in our bartels, and 
/:  [{ ſhall bethe firſt in our revenge; 
del They fought well for vs, wee will 
_ ar-il* how they can fght for them» 
fp ſelues; VVhar 4t they were our 
, | > ' 
Mee | Champions? Their reuolr Now 2 


eathed 


— 


. 
A_ 


ll. 


their former labours; their Idola- | 
ſhall make them of-brethren, 

aduerfarics ; their own bloud ſhall 

giue handſcl} to: their new Altar. 


O noble and religious zcale of If- 
racl ! Who would think theſe men 
the ſonnes of them that danced a- 
bout the molten Calfe 2 Thatcon- 
ſecrated an Altar to that Idol? 
Now they are ready to die or kill, 
rather then enduxe an Altar with- 
out an [do]. © Euery ouerture 1n 
marer otReligion, is woorthic of 
ſuſpicion, worthic of our ſpeedic 
oppoſition : God-Jookes for an 
early-redreſſe of the firſt begin» 
| nings of impierie. As 1n tre 

or mutinies, wiſe tateſ-taen find 
{ it ſafeſt ro kill rhe ſerpent ir-che 
| cgge; {o in motions of ſpiritual! 


alrera- 
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nke of | 
Idola- 

*thren, 
id ſhall 
Altar. 
e of If- 
ſemen 
iced a- 
at.con- 
r Idol ? 
'orkill, 
r wirh- 
ture in 
rthic of 
peedic 


-rirwal 


alrera- 


-tn29- | Lis. 9.' The Altar of the Reabenires. ye: 


alterations : one ſpoonetulli of: was | kg 
ter will quench tharfire ar the fitſt; 
which afterwards whole buckets 


cannor abare: 


Yer doe not theſe zealoiis Ifra- 
clixcsrunne zaſhly and furiouſlic 
vpon their brethren,nor ſay, What 
need wee expoſtulate? The fa&is 
cleare : whar-care. wee for words, 
when wee (ce their Altar? :Whar 
canthis meanc, bur.cirher ſeruicc 
to a falſe God, or diuifion in the 
ſeruice of the true ? There can bee 
no-excuſe torſo manifeſt a crime: 
Why doe we notratherthinke of 
puniſhment , then ſarisfaRion ? 
Bur they ſend ere they goe; and 
conſult ere they execure, Phineas | 
theſonneof ElazarthePrieſt,and 
ren'Princes (for eucry Tnibeone) 

; C are | 
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| 


arc addreficd both ro inquire, & 
diſſwade ; to inquire of the: pur- 
pole of the fac; ro diſſwade. from 
that whichthey imagined was pur- 
poſed: Wiſedome is a good guide|f 
ro zeale, and onely can keepe | 
from running out into furie: It], 
diſcretion doc nit hold in the 'oF 
raynes, good inteiitions wil both þ, 
breake their owne necks, andthe, 
riders: yea,which is ſtrange, with- | by 
our this , the zeale of God; may| 

leade vs from God. | 


Not onely wiſedome, but chati- S 
tic mooued them to this meſſage: Up. 
For, grant they had beene guiltie, 4, 
muſt they periſh vawarn'd? Peacc-} ,.. 
able mcanes muſt firſt be vicd 10] po 
recall them, ere violence be ſent}j;.; 
ro:perſecute them. The old rule £[,.j 


O ; 


— 


”yY | Be 9. z 
te, BB! of Hrael, hath been (till ro inquire | 

e PUr-\Blof 4be/; No good Shepheard 
 from|Fl ends his dog to pul out the throat 

s PUI-F of his ſtrayed ſheepe, bur tarher 

| guide | ferches ir on his ſhoulders ro the 
pe 1B fold : Sudden crueltie ſtands nor 
ie: 1B vih religions He which will nor 

in the © himſelfe breake the bruiſed reed, 


Il both} 


* 


L.-T 
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how will hee allow vs; cither to 


nd the | bruiſe the whole, or ro breake the 
2 WIC bruiſed, or to burhe the broken? 


; may 


chart-| 
eſlage:| 


zwiltie, 


Peacc-| 
(cd tol 
be ſent] 
Id rule! 


O ; 


Neither yet was here thore cha- 
adi 


ritie in ſending,then vncharirable- 
neſs in the miſconſtruion. They 
begin with a challenge; & charge 


their brethren deeply with tranf- 


rn , apoſtahe, rebellion. 1 
now not how two contrary que- 
lities fall into loue ; it isnor natu- 
rally ſuſpicious, & yer many times 


_— 


Cz "*" ſug- | at. 


Ls ITT 


— 


Contemplarions. ... L1 B-g. 


|ſuggeſts jealous teares of thoſe we 
afte&.If theſe Ifraclites had not lo- 
vcd their brethren, they wold ne- 
uer haue ſent fo farre to reſtraine 
them; they had neuer offred them| 
re of their owne patrimonie: :it| 
they had nogbeen excelsiuely iea-) 
wad they had not cenſured a 
Joubrfulls aiqn, ſo ſharply, They 
metat Shi/o, where the Taberna- 
cle was; but it they had conſulted 
with the Arke of God , they had 
ſaued bothhis labor, & this chal- 
lenge : This caſe ſeemed(ſo plain, 
that theytboughtaduice needleſs: 
Their —_ rateneſs therefore 
brands their brethren with crimes 
whereof they were innocent; and 
makes themſelues the onely of- 
| tenders, In caſes which are doubt- 
fulland yncertainc, it is ſafe cithe 
ro 


— — — 


por: 


ole we 
not lo- 
1d ne- 
ſtraine 
| them 
nie: if 
ly ica- 
_ a 
They 
berna- 
1ſulred 
ey had 
schal- 
plain, 
edleſs: 
refore 
crimes 
t; and 
ly of- 
vr 
-cithe 
ro 
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ro ſuſpend the iudgement , or to 
paſſe it in fauor; otherwiſe,aplain 
breach of charitic invs, ſhall bee 


worſe then a queſtionable breach 
of iuſtice in another, 


Yet this little-gleame of their 

vncharitable loue-began ar them- 
ſelues; it they had not feared their 
owne iudgements in'the offence 
of Raven, 41 knowe not whether 
they had been ſo vehemenr: The 
fearefull reuenges of their brethe- 
rens(inne are ſtil] jarheir eye. The 
wickednes of Peor;,ftretched nor 
ſo tarre asthe plague'; Arbar ſin-/; 
ned, and [/rae! was bearen : there- 
fore byiuſt induRtion, they argue 
(Ye rebel to day againſt the Lord, 


romorrow wil the Lord bewroth| 
withallrhe Congregation.) The 
C3 nil 


IS 


Lis.9. | 


Contemplations. 


ſtillrremble arrhe vengeance paſ- 
ſed 5and finde it rime to preuent 
their own puniſhment, in puniſh- 
ingrtheir brethren, Gods procee- 
dings haue then rheir right vſc, 
when they are both carctully re- 
membred, and made patterns of 
what he may doe. 


Had theſe Reubenites been as hot 
'm their anſwere as the Iſraelites 
were in their charge, heere had 
grown a bloudy warre out of mil- 


priſon: Bur now their anſwer is 
 milde and maderare, and ſuch as 
\welſhewed,thar thoughthey were 
further from) the Arke,yetno lefle| 
neerto'G O D: They thought in 
theſelues, This at of ours;though | 
it were wel meant by vs,yet ae. | 
well be by interpretation ſcanda- | 
| lous; | 


4. "— Wy” Ys 
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laus.; it is reaſon our mildnefſe 
ſhould giue farisfaQtion for that | 
offence, vvhich we hauec noe pre- 
ucnted, Heereupon, their anſwer 
was as pleaſing , as their a& vvas| * 
dangerous. Euecn in thoſe a&i- 
ons _ Cy 
occalioned ( not-giuen ) | 
charitic bindes vs to dowekech 


our owne name, and the conſci 
cnee of others. = 


Little did rhe Ifraclites Jooke 
for ſo good a ground of an aQion 
ſo ſuſpicious; An Altar vvithour 
a ſacnfice? AnAlrar and:/no Ta- 
bernacle > An Altar: without a 
precept,and yet nor againſt God ? 
{| [tisnort ſafe ro mcaſure all mens 
ations by our owne conceir, bur 
| rather to thinke there may bee a 

further 


re _—_ - ” TY ae a 
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Ly 9. | 


. | as beforeo 


| furtherdritt, and warrant of their 


aR, then we can attaineto ſce.' 


vyorke, ita 


dome andreligionis foundin that 
Altar, which before ſhowed no- 
ching but [dolatry? This diſcourſe 
of theirs, is full both of reaſon and 
pictic ; We are ſeuered by the ri- 
uer Jordan fromthe'other Tribes; 
perhaps: heereafter-, our choice 
may. exclude vs from 1/raet: Po- 
ſeritie': may peraducnture. fay, 
lordan is the bounds of all natural 
Iſraclites ;: the ſtreames whereof 
\neuer gaue way to thoſe beyond 
the Riuer :lfthey had beene ours, 
either in bloud or religion, they 


Byithartime the Rewbenites haue | 
commented. : ypon : their owne | 
ares as juſtifiable, | 

ue; Whar wyile- | 


would | 


—— 


creof 


yond 


— 
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would nat haue been ſequeſtred 
inhabiration. Doubrtleſle rherfore 
theſe men are the ofspring of ſom 
Fstrangers; which by vicinity of a- 
Ebode, hauc gotten ſome rinture 


Yon; What hauc wee ro doe wnth 
them; what hauc they to doe with 
the Tabernacle of God ? Sithther- 
fore we: may not either remooue 
Gods Altar to vs,-or remoue our 


| of our language, manners, religi- | 


Patrimonie to the Alrar ; The Par- 


rerne of the Altar ſhall gowithvs, | 


not for ſacrifice, burfor memori- 
all; thar both the poſterity of the 
other I{raclires may know, we are 
[no lefſe derived from them , rhen 
this Altar from theirs ;.& that our 


poſteriry may know, they pertain | 


ours, {to that Altar, whereof this is the 


they 


reſemblance. There was no dan- 


ould | 


DAM 


—— 
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r of the preſent ; but poſterie 
= both offer and recciue pre- 
indice, if this Monumet were not. 
[ris a wiſe & holy care to prevent 
the dangers of enſuing times, and 
to ſettle religion ypon the ſuccee- 
| ding generations. As weaffca to 7, 
leauc a perpetuity of our bodilie: 
iſſue, ſo much more to traduce pi-Y 
etic with them. Doe wee: nor ſee 
good husbands fer and plant thoſe 
trees, whereof their grand-chil- 
dren ſhall receive the farſt fruit , & 
ſhade 2 Why are we lefſe thrifty in 
' | leaving true religion intire,to our 


childrens children > 


I" "I 
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Ehud | 
: 
: 


£3 £598 to rhemſelues: Ir vas. 
their. mercy that: plagued them 
| with thoſe Caneanites, which their 
uit, &obcdicnce ſhold haue rooted our. 
ifty in} t fooliſh pitty be a more humane 
toourſÞſinne, yer it is no lefſe- dangerous 
Ehud 


|chen cruelrie : Cruelty kils others, 
vniuſt picrie kills our ſelues. They 
{|had beene Lords alone of the pro- 
miſed Land, ifrheir commilſerati- 
{| on had nor ouer-ſwayed their iu- 
{| tice; and now their cnemies are 
| tO 


t_ 


-” Contemplations. L 18.9. L 
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r00 » crucll ro them ( in the juſt re 0 
ucnge of God) becauſe they were 
-tob merciful : That God,which ir 
his reucaled will had commandee 
all the Canaamzes tothe (laughter, 
| yer ſecretly giues ouer Iſrae/ro' a 
toleration of ſome Canaautes, for 
| their own puniſhment. Hee hath 
bidden ys cleanſe our hearts of all © 
| our corruptions : yer hee will per-J£ vt 
| it ſome of theſe: thornes ſtil} in 3 
our Gdes, for exerciſe, for humili-K Þ 
ation, If wee could lay violent} 2 
| hands vpon our ſinnes, our ſouls} is 
ſhould hauc peace; now our:in-f 
dulgence coſts vs many ſtripes, &| | 

| mafly teares: what a continued [i Ir 
circle is heere ofſins, wudgemenrs; | 1! 
repentance, deliueratces ?' The t 
' converſation with [dolaters,raines|}j (t 
themwith finne;-rtheir findrawes | Pp 
onll 


— 


—_— 


L1B.9- " Ehud and Eglon. 


L 18.9. 
> iuſt re} on judgement; ; the {mart of the! 
cy wereſſ] iudgeinentmoues them ta repen-: 


trance ; vpon their repentance fol. 
J lowes ſpeedy deliverance, vpon! 

their peace and deliuerance they 
ſinne againe-: TR 


hich i 


tes, for u 21.9: iig1 | 
ce hach}l Orhniel,Calebs nephews bad reſ- 
ts of all | cued them from Idolatry and (cr- 


ill per-ſ{ uitudethis life,and their innocence! 
; ſtill inf] and peace ended together. How 
humili-£ powerfull the- preſence of: one 
violenef} gaod man is in a-Churchor State; 
- foulesf is beſt found in his loſle. 
our:in- | | » 4211 | 
pcs, &ff| A manthatis at once' eminent] 
tinged | 10 place & goodnes, is like ſtake 
mears; (| in a hedge ; pull that vp ; and all. 
2 Theff| thereſt are bur looſe and rotten 
$,taines |} ticks, caſily remoued: or like the 
drawes|fj piller ofa vaulted roofe , which 
onlf either 


, 


: Gm 
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cither ſupports,or ruines the buil- 
ding. Who would nor think Ido- 
latry an abſurd and vnnaturall ſin} 
which as it hath the feweſtinduce- I 
ments, ſohad alſo the moſt di- 
re& inhibitions from God ; and 
yet after all theſe warnings, Iſrael 
falls into it againe : Neither afflic 
tion nor repentance can ſecurean 
[ſraclite 'from redoubling the 
worſt (inne,if he be left to his own 
frailtie, Iris no cenſuring of the thi 
[truth of our preſent ſorow, by the? 
cuent of a following miſcariage; Ge 
[The former cryes of Iſrael ro Godſſ®® 
were ar er their preſent (eq 
wickedneſs is abhominable : Lerſſ® 
him chat thinks he ſtands, rake heed 
leaſt hee fall, 


| 


curean 
& the 
Ns own 

of the 
, by the 
ariage; 
ro LA 
preſent 
e: Let 
cc heed 


No 


I (courge for their linne, God him 
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No ſooner had hee faid (l{rac! 
jad reſt)bur he addes, They com- 
nitred wickedneffe : The (ecuritie 
of any people is the cauſe oftheir 
orruption; ſtanding waters ſaone 
grow noyſom. Whales they were 
excrciſed with warre, how ſcru- 
pulous were they of the leaſt inti-| 
mation of Idolatry? the newes of 
a bare Altar beyond Jorden, drew 
them together for a reuenge;now 
they are at peace with their ene- 
mics ,. they are at variance vvith 
God : It is both hard & happy not 
to be the worſe with m—_ ; The 
ſedentaty life is moſt ſubic& to 


diſcaſes: 
Rather then Iſracl ſhall want a 


ſelfe ſhall raiſe them yp an enemy : 


Moab 


Contemplations. L.vp:9, 
Moab had no quarrell burthis own 
ambition, bat God nicant by the 
ambition ofthe one part; ro p 
niſh the Idolarry' of the other; hi 
jwſtice can make one 1ſinithe exe 
cunioner of another , whiles nei 
ther ſhall lookefor anyother mea- 
ſure from him; bur judgement; 
The euill ofthe Titie is ſo his, that 
the inſtrument is nor guilclcſs. Be 
tore, God had ſtirred vp the King 
ot Syria againſt I{rac]'s now, the 
King of Moab; afterwards, the 
King of Canaan: Hee hath: more 
| rafictic bf judgements, then there i 
cati be offences; if we have once 
made him our aducrſary,he 
{bee ſure to make vs aduerſari 
|enovy ; vvhich ſhall revenge hi 
| quarrel, yyhiles they<proſecun 


their Owne; - 
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F did rhe rod of Moab reſt vpon the | 
F| 1ahericance of God : I{rac] ſcemes 
Fas borne ro ſcruitude; they came 
Mfrom their bondage inthe Land 


F\ Promiſe ; They had :negleaed 


GOD; Their finnes haue made} 


Libi9, * "Bbudand Eglen. 


Eucn thoſe were-[dolaters by 
whoſe hands God plagued the I- 
dolarries of Iracl. Iti Moab, the 
ſame wickednes profpers, which 
in Gods-owne people is puniſhed: 
the iuſtice of the Almightie can 
leaſt brooke euill in his owne ; the 
ſame heathen which prouoked 1{- 
racl to {inne,, ſhall ſcourge them | 
for finning. Our very ptofeſsion | 
hurts ys, if we be not innocent, 


Nolefle then eighteene yeares 


ot Egypt, to ſerue in the Land of 


God, now they are negleRed of | 


D them | - 
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Comtemplations, 


Lib.g. 


them ſcruants, whom the choice 
of G OD had made free, yea his 
firſt borne, Woorthy are they to 


they had ſerued, & to ſerue them 
alwaies in thraldome , whom the 

haue once ſerued in Idolatry. We 
may not meaſure the continuance 
of puniſhment, by the time of the 
commilſsion of {1nne ; one minutes 


time. 


Doubtleſſc,Iſrael was nor fo in- 
ſenſible of theirown miſery,as not 
rocomplain ſooner then the end of 
cighteene yeeres; The firſt houre 
they ſighed for themſclues, bur 
now they cried vntoG O D, The 
very purpoſe of atfli&ion 1s to 
make vs importunate; Hee that 


ſerue thoſe men,whoſe falſe Gods | c 


ſin deſerues atorment beyond all 


heares 


—_—— 


Lib.g. 
hoice 
ea his 
cy to 
Gods| 
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,, We 
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| vs,till our cryes be loud & ſtrong. 


nutes 


nd all 
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heares the ſecret murmurs of our 
griefe, yet will not ſ-eme toheare 


G QD ſeesit beſttolerthe peni- 


tent dwell for thertime vndet their | 


ſorrowes; hee ſces vs ſinking all 
the while, yer he lets ys alone till 
wee be at the bottome: and when 
once we can ſay, Out of the deprhs 
hane I cryed to thee ; inſtantly tol- 
lowes, The Lord heard me. A ve- 
hement ſuter cannot but be heard 
of God, whatſocuer hee askes, If 
our prayers want ſucceſle, they 
want hart; their bleſSing is accor- 
ding to their vigour, Wee liuc in 
bondage to theſe ſpirituall Moa- 
bites,our owne corruptions, [t dif- 
contents ys ; but where are our 
ſtrong cnes vnto the GOD of 


hcaucn? where are our teares? If 
D 2 ___vyece 
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wee could paistonately bemone 
our {clues to him, hovy ſoone 
ſhould we be more then conque- 
rours? Some- gdod motions wee 
hauero ſend vp to him , but they 
faintinthe'way.VWe may call long 
enough, if we cry norto hin; 


The ſame hand that raiſed vp 
Egon againſt Iſrael, raiſed vp alſo 
Ehud tor. Iſrael, againſt Eg/on; 
When that Tyrant hath revenged 
God of his people, God will re- 
uenge his people of him. Ir is no 
prinledge tobe an inſtrument of 
Gods vengeanceby cuil mcanes : 
Though Eglan were an Viurper, 
yethad Ehad beene a Traytor it 
God had not ſent him; it is onclic 
in-the, power of -him chat makes 


Kings, when they are once fettle d, 
2s 79 
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ro depoſe them..\ſtis no more pol-| 
ſible for.our moderne:butchersof 
Princes, to ſhow they are imploy- 
cd by God, then ro eſcape hw 
ucnge of. GOD ln'offering to 
doe this violence, [Not beingam- 
ployed. 


VVhat a ſtrange choice dooth 
God make of an Execurioner >? A 
man ſhut of his right hand ; either 
he had but one hand, or vied but 
one, and that the worſe,and more 
vnready : Who would not hauc 
thought both hands roo little for 
ſuch a worke; or, if either might 
haue been ſpared, how much ra- 
thertheleft? GOD ſeeth nor as 
man ſeerh ; Itis the ordinary wont 
of rhe Almightie, to make choice 
of the ynlikelicſt meanes, The in- 
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ſtruments of God muſt not bee 
meaſured by their own power, or 
apritude, but by the will ofthe A- 
gent: Tho Ehud had no hands, he 
that imploycd him, had cnabled 
him to this laughter. In humane 
things, itis good to looke to the 
meanes ; in diuine, to the worker; 
No meanesareto be contemned 
that God will vie ; no micanes to 
be rruſted that man will yſe-with- 


out him. 


[tis good to be ſuſpicious where 
is leaſt ſhowof danger, and moſt 
appearance. of fauour. This left- 
handed man comes witha preſent 
in his hand, bur a dagger ynder 
his skirt, The Tyrant, beſides fer- 
uicc, lookrt for gifts ; and now re- 
cciues death in his bribe ; Neither 


God 
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God 
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God nor men, doe alwaies giue 
where they loue, How oft dooth 
God giue extraordinary illumina- 
tion, power of miracles, beſides 
wealth and honor,where he hates? 
So doe men too oft accompanie 
their curſes with preſents ; cither 
leaſt an enemy ſhould hurt ys, or 
that wee may hurt them. The in- 
tention is the fauour in gitts, and 
not the ſubſtance. 


Ebuds faith ſupplies the want of 
his hand : Where G O D intends 
ſucceſs, he lifts vp the hart with re- 
ſolutions of courage, & contempt 
of danger. Whar indifferent be- 
holder of this proie& would nor 
haue condemned it, as vnlikely ro 
ſpeed ; Toſcea maimed man goe 


alone to a great King,in the midſt 
of 
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of all his troupes ; to ſingle hig 
our from all witneſſes; to ſet vpn 
on him with one hand 1 in his owne 
Parlor, wherc his Courtiers might 
hauc heard the leaſt exclamation, 
and haue comnein, if notto the 
reſcue, yer. tothe reuenge. Euery 
circumſtance is full of improbabi- 
lizzes : Faith cucrmore.ouerlookes 
ce ditficulties ofthe way,& bends 
hereyes onely to the certainty of 
the end, In this inteſtine (laughter 
of qQur tyrannaicall corrupmions, 
when we caſt our 'cyes/vpon our 
(clues, we might well deſpaire; A- 
las, what can our left-hands doe a- 
gdinſt theſe, ſpiriruall wickedneſ- 


| {c$? Bux when wee ſee who hath 


bath commaunded, and vnderta- 
ken to proſper theſe, holy, de> 
l1gnes, how can wee miſdoubt the 


ſucceſs? 
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ſucceſs? 1, car doe all thmgs tbrogh 
bum that ſtrengthens me. + 


When Ehud hath obtained the 
conuenienrt ſecrecie both of the 
weapon & place ; now witha con- 
fident forhead he approaches the 
Tyrant, and ſalutes him, vvith a 
tee and awfu]l preface to fo im- 
portant ana, I bawe a meſage to 
thee from God. Euen Ehbuds poy- 
nard was Gods meſlage; not one- 
ly the vocall admonitions, bur al- 
þ the reall judgements of God, 
are his errands to the world. Hee 
(peakes to vs in raine & waters, in 
lickneſles & famine, in vnſcaſona- 
ble times & inundations :- Theſe 
are the ſecondary meſſages of 
God ; if we wilknot hear the firſt, 


we muſt heatetheſe ro our coſt. 
[ 
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| Icannot but wonder at the de 
uour reuerence of this Heathe: 
Prince ; Hee fate in his Chaire « 
State ; The vnweildineſle of his fa 
body was ſuch, that he could not 

- [riſe with readineſs and caſe; ye 

no ſooner doth he heare newes office: 
a meſſage from God, bur hee riſeG 
yp from his Throne, & reuerentlyſha 
artends the renor therof : Thoughſof 
hee bad no Superior to controle 
him, yet hee cannot abidero beef 1 
ynmannerly in the bultneſfle 0 i 
G OD. 


ha 
This man was an Idolater, a Ty-She 
rant: yer what outward reſpeagpal 
doth he giueto the true God ? Ex4Þy: 
rernall ceremonies of pietie , andnt 
complements of deuotion , mayſpar 


well be found with falſhood in reFGo 
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ligion. They area good ſhadow 
ot trurh where it is: but where ir is 
nor, they are the very body of hy- 
ſte, Hee that had riſen vp in 
rmes againſt Gods people , and 
he true worſhip of God , now ri- 
ſes vp in reuerence to his Name : 
G OD would haue liked well to 
ue had leſs of his curteſice, more 
pf bis obedience, 


He looke to haue heard the meſ- 
age with his cares, and he feeles it 


n his guttes; So ſharp a meſlage, 
hat it pierced the body, & ler out 
he ſoule through that vncleane 
aſſage : neither did it admit of a- 
y aunſwer, bur ſilence and death. 
athar part had hee offended by 
pampering it, and making it his 
od ; and now his bane findes the | 
ſame 


"OY 
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{ame way with his finne. This ons 
hard and cold morſell , which he: 
cannotdigeſt, payes tor all thoſ 

luttronous delicates, whereof ht 
Fad formerly ſurteted. It 1s thi 
manner of God, totake tearct 
reuenges of the profeſſed enemie 
of his Church, 


[tis a maruell, that neither an 
noiſe in his dying , nor the fall 0 
ſo groſs a body, called-in ſome of. 
his attendants : But that GOD 
which hath intended to bring a 
bourt any deligne, diſpoſes of : 
circumſtances to his owne pu 
poſc. If Ehud had not come forthſs** 
with acalme and ſettled counteY — 
naunce, and (hut the doores aſt 
him, all his proie& had been inthe 
duſt. Whar had it been berter that 
ne 
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bis on$1- King of Moab was flaine, if 
hich heÞ$/7* had neither had a meſſenger 


1} cho($9 1nforme,nor a Caprainto guide 


-reof $192? Now hee departgpeacea- 
It is <þÞ!y> & blowesa trumperin Mount 
arctull/17 4/7 gathers 1/raes, and falls 
enemie$ p22 the body of Moab, as well as 


ce had done vpon the head, and 

procures freedome to his people. 
her a8 << that would vndertake great| 
« fall o&2r<rpriles, had need of wiſdome, 
and courage ; wiſedome to con- 


{ome "= . 

G oO DÞve, and courage ro execute ; 
Ying a iſedome to guide his courage, & 
<5 of al<ourage to ſecond: his wiſedome: 
ne pu both which, if they meet with a 
1e forg$g99d caule, cannot but ſucceed. 
count} — PE 

es aſt 

n1n the | 

ter that . fad 


the 
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RE%w%:2 Tis no wonder it they 
yvho cre fourc-ſcore 

@* dayes after the Law 
« delivered, fell ro Ido- 
try alone, now after foure-ſcore 
ectes ſince the Law teſtored, fell 
>» [dolatry among the Canaanites: 
- Feace could in a ſhortertime work 
oleneſs in any people: and if for- 

e yeeres after Orhmels deliue- 
ance, they relapſcd , what mar- 
| is it that in twiſe fortic after E- 
d, they thus miſcaried? VVhar 

ethey the better to haue killed 
o/on the King of Moab , if the I- 
| dolatry 


dna 


ts 
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dolatry of Moav hauc killed then 
The ſinne of Moab {hal be found 
worſc Tyrant then their Eg/on, [| 
rael is for cuery market; they 1c 
chemſclues to.Idolatry, God (| 
them ro rhe Canaanites; 1t-HS4 
maruell they arc laues;if they 

be Idolaters : Aſter their long 
intermiſtion, they -haye now «t 
ſoreſt bondage, None of their Ty 
rants were ſo potent as, Tabin wit 
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his 900+»chariots of Iron. The lay ; 
ger the reckoning is deferred, thiff p 
greater is the ſumme: God proffl c 
uideson purpoſe mighty Adueriail þ 
ries for his Church, that their hy 2 
miliation may bee the greater lll , 
ſuſtaining, and his glory may | p 
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Idoe not finde any Prophet in 
[ſrael during their ſn; but ſo ſcone 
25 I heare newes of their repen- 
tance, mention .is made of a Pro- 
phereſle, & ludgeof lſracl. There 
1s no better ſigne of Gods recon- 
ciliarion, then the ſending of his 
holy meſſengers to any people ; 


He is not vtterly fallen out yyith 
thoſe whony hee bleſſes with pro- 
phecie. Whom yer doe [ ſee ray- 
ſed to this honour ? Notany of the 
Princes of Ifracl; not Barac the 
Captaine ; not Lapidorh the huſ- 
band ; but a woman,for the honor 
of her ſex; a wife,for the honor of } 
wedlock: Deborah,the wife of La- 
Pidoth. 


Hee that had choice of all the 


millions of Iſrael, culls our two 
E weake: 


—C 
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|vvhere there is a commaunding 


weake women, todeliuer his peo- 
ple ; Deborah ſhall judge, Iae!ſhall 
execute. Allthe Palaces of Iracl, 
muſt yeeld to the Palme-tree of 
Deborah ; The weakeneſle of the 
inſtruments, redounds tothe grea- 
rer honour of the workman. Who 
ſhall aske God any reaſon of his 
ele&ions, but his owne pleaſure? 
Deborah was to {cntence, not to 
ſtrike; ro commaund, not to exe- 
cute : This a& is maſculine, fart for 
ſome Tapraine of Iſracl ; She was 
the Head of {{racl, it was meet ſom 
other ſhould be the hand : itis an 
imperfe& and titular gouernment 


power, without correRion , with»! 
out execurion. The meſſage of 
Detorab findes out Barac the ſon; 
of Abmoam, in his obſcure ſecrc- 
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{choice : Iris moſt ht that GOD 


| of his owne; neitheris it robe 1n- 
[quired, whom we thinke meet for 
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cie, and calls him from a corner of 
Neprthatr,to the honour of this ex- 
ploit. Hee is ſcnt for, not to gerre 
the viory, butro rake it; notro 
ouercome, bur ro kill ; to purſue; 
& not to beat Siſera. Who could 
not haue done this work, whereto 
not much courage , no skill be- 
longed? Yeteuen for this,wil God 
haue an inſtrument of his ovvne 


ſhold ſerue himſelfe where he liſt; 


any imployment, bur whom God 
hath called, 


Deborah had beene no Prophe- 
eſſe, if ſhee durſt haue ſent in her 


owne name ; Her meſſage is from 
him that ſent herſelte, Hath not the 
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Lord God. of Iſrael! commaunded? 
 Baracs anſwer is faithfull,tho con- 
ditionate; and doth nor ſo much 


intend a refuſall ro goe without 


her, as a neceſſary bond of her 


blame him thar hee would haue a 


 Prophereſle in his —_ Ifthe 
Pan had not been as holy as yali- 
{ ant, he wold not hane wiſhed ſuch 


ſocietic . How many thinke it a 
pher of God at their elbow? God 


he could haue bin content to goe 
vp without Deborah; Hee knew 
that there was botha bleſsing, and 
incouragement 1m rhat preſence, 
[ris no putting any truſt in the ſuc- 
ceſs of thoſe men, rhat negleR the 
meſſengers of God. 


To 


preſence vvith him. VVho can! 


perpetual bondage to haue a pro-| 


had neuer ſent forhim {ſo farre, it 
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To preſcribe that to others, 
which we draw back from dooing 
our ſelues, is an argument of hol- 
lowneſs and falſity : Barac ſhall ſee 
that Deborah doth not offer him- 
that cup, whereof ſhedare nor be-| 
req Ts of her ſexe | 

marches with him to Mount | 
Tabor, and reioyces to be ſeen of 
the tenne thouſand ot Ifrael. With 
what ſcorne did S:ſera looke art| 
theſe gleanings of Iſrael? How vn- 
uall did this match ſeeme of ren 
thouſand Ifraclites ' againſt his 
three hundred thouſand foor, ten 
thouſand horſe,nine hundred cha- 
riotsof lron'? And now in a bra- 
uery, he calls for his troupes, and 
meanes to kill this handfull of If- 
rael withthe very fight of _ 
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. 


kedchariots; and onely feared it 


E 3 would 
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| would be no yictory to curre the 
throares. of ſo few. The faith of 
Deborah, and Barac was not ap- 
palled with this world of Aduer- 
ſarics, which from Moupt Tabor 
they faw hiding all the Vally be- 
lowerthem; they knew whom they 
had believed , .and how linle an 
arme of fleſh could do againſt the 
God of Hoſts. | Fe 


| Barac went down againſt S:ſera, 
bur it, was G O D that deſtroyed 
him. The.I{raclites did not this 
day wield their owne (words,leaft 
they ſhould arrogate any thing; 
God xold them. before hand, it 
ſhould be bis own a&; I heare nor 
of one ſtrake that; any- Canaa- 
nite gaue, in/ this fight; /as if chey 
werecalled hither, onelyto ſuffer; 
And | 
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[And now proud Si/era, after ma- 


ny curſes of the heauineſle of that 
[ron carnage, isgladde to quit his 
Chariot, and betake himlelfe to 
his heeles. Who cuer yet knew a- 
ny carthly thing truſted in, with- 
out diſappointment? It is wonder 
if God make vs not at laſt as wea- 
ry of whatſocuer hath ſtolne our 
harts from him, as euer wee were 


fond. 


Yer Sera hopes to haue ſped 
better then his followers, in ſo ſea- 
ſonable an harbour of 1aet. If He- 
ber and Taet had not been great 
perſops, there had beene nonote 
taken of their Tents; There had 
been no league berwixt King [a- 
bimand them : now their greatnes 
makes them known, their league 


makes 


— 
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makes them rtruſte4. The diſtreſle 
of Siſera might hauc made him 
importunate, but Tae begins the 
curteſie, and exceeds the defire of 
her gueſt : Hee askes vyater to 
 drinke, ſhee giues him milke ; hee 

wiſhes bur ſhelter, ſhee makes him 
a-bed ; hee deſires the proreQion 
bf her Tent, ſhe couers him with a 
mantle. And now S1ſera pleaſes 
himſclte with this happy change, 
and thinks how much berrer ir is 
co be herezthen in that whirling of 
chariots, in that horror of flight, 
amongſt rhoſe ſhriekes , rhoſe 
woundes, thoſe carcafſcs, Whiles 
| bee is in theſe thoughts; his weari- 
| neſs & eafic repoſall hath brought 
him Mleepe. VVho would haue 
ſooked that in this tumult and dan- 


ger, cucn betwixt the very iawes 
of 
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of death, Sifers ſhould finde time 
to lleepe 2 How many yyorldlic 
harts doe ſo inthe midſt of their 
ſpirituall perils? 


Now whiles hee was dreaming, 
doubtleſſe , of the claſhing of ar- 
ors, ratling of chariots,neighing 
pfhorſes, the clamor of the con- 
quered, the furious purſute of I{- 

|; Iael ſeeing his remples lie ſo 
aire, as if they inuitcd the naile & 
ammer; entred intothe rhought 
ff this noble execution certainly 
ot without ſom checks of doubt, 
and pleas of teare : Wharif I ſtrike 
im? And yer who aml1, that [ 
hould dare ro thinke bf ſuch an 
at ? Is not this S:ſers, the famou- 
eſt capraine of the world, whoſe 

ame hath wont to be fearefull ro | 


whole 


I 
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whole Nations? What if my hanggÞ'c 
ſhould ſwarue io the ſtroke? Wh 
if hee ſhould awake , whiles I ar 
lifting vp this inſtrument of deatt 
Whar it I ſhould be ſurpriſed & 
ſome of his followers while rh 
fa&tis greene, and yer bleeding 
Can the murder ofſo greata Le 
dcr be hid, or yareuenged? Or 
[ might hope ſo, yer can my hear 
allow mee to be ſecretly rrect 
rous? Is there not peace betwix 
my houſe, and him ? Did notI 
uite him ro my Tent? Dath he nogÞ2"t, 
truſt ro my friend({hip & hoſpital 
tie 2 But what doe theſe vve 
feares, theſc idle fancies of ciuil 
tie? If Siers be in league with v 
yet is he not at defiance with GodſParts. 
[s hee not a Tyrant to Lira]? Isiaref 
for nothing that G O D hat ody 
broug 
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brought him into my Tent? May 
[ not now finde meanes to repay 
to-Ifracl all rheir kindneſle to 
iy Grand-father Jethro? Dooth 
or GQD offer mee this day, the 
10nour to bee the Reſcuer of his 
zeople? Hath God bidden mee 
ike, and ſhall I hold my hand? 
d $iſcra, fleepe now thy laſt,and 
ake here this fatall reward of all 
y cryclty arid oppreſsion. 


He that putthis inſtin& into her 
art, did putalſo ſtrength into her 
nd; He that guided Sera to her 
ſent, guided the naile throgh his 


f c1u1 | 
with 
th God 
ae|2? Is: 
D hat! 
broug 


emples ; which hath made a mr 
lie way for his ſoule throgh thoſe 
arts, and now hath faſtened his 
are ſo cloſe tothe earth, as if the 
ody had been liſtening what was 


become 
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| becomne of the ſoule. There lye; 
now the great terror of Iſrael a 
the foore of a woman : Hee tha 

hr ſo many hundred thoi 
fands into the Field, hath norne 
one Pagelefr, cither to auerr hi 
death, orto accompany ir, or | 
wailc it : Hee that had vaunted oz 


btthes; 
Inps m1 
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jEEF=b He iudgements of God 
D Qi the further they go, 

Þ; the ſorerthey are ; the 

? S bondage of Iſrael vn- 
ler r Tobin was great, but it was 
reedome in compariſon of the 
yoke of the Midianiter. During 
he former tyrannie, Deborah was 
xermitred to Tudge 1/rae/vnder a 
alme-tree; Vnder this, not ſo 
nuch as priuate habitations will 
x allowed to 1/rae!; Then, the 
Frarofiudgement was inthe fight 
frhe Sun, now their very dwel- 
ings muſt be ſecrer, vnder the 
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earth. They | that reieRed the pre 


retion of God , are glad to ſeek: 
to the Mountaines tor (helter ; & 


as they had ſauagely abuſedthen 


ſclues, ſo they are faine to creep: 


inrodennes & caues of the roc] 
like wilde creatures for ſategard 
God had ſowen ſpirituall ſeed: 
|mongſt them , and rhey ſuffere: 
their heatheniſh neighbors to pt 


it vp by the rootes ; and now , nc 


ſooner canthey ſowe their mater] 
all ſeed, bur Mrdianites and 4nt 
lekites are ready by force to de 


ſtroy it. As they inwardly deal 


with God; ſo G O D deales out 


ward]y by them ; Their eyes may 


rell them whar their foules hay 
done: yet that God whoſe merci 


isaboue the worſt of our finne. 


ſends firſt his Prophet with a me 
lag 
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age of reproote, and then his An- 
oell with a meſſage ofdeliuerance. 


| The I/rachtes had ſmarted e- 


nough with their ſeruitude, yer 
God ſends them a ſharp rebuke. It 


Fisa good ſigne when God chides 


vs, his round reprehenſions are c- 
uer gracious forerunners of mer- 
cie : wheras his ſilent conniuence 
atthe wicked, argues deepe and 
ſecret diſpleaſure : The Propher 


:Ymade way for the Angel|,reproofe 


tor deliverance, humiliation for 


, comfort. 


| Gideon was threſhing Wheat Dy 


the Wine-prefle. Yer Iſrael hat 
both Wheat and Wine, for all the 


. incurſions of their enemies . The 


worſt eſtate out of hell,hath cither 
ome comfort, or at leaſt, ſome mi- 
tigari- 
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tigation; in ſpight of all the ma] |ro; 
lice of the world, God makes fe 
cret prouiſion for his owne, Hoy 
ſhould it be buthe that ownes the 
earth, and all creatures,ſhould re 
feruc cuer a ſufficiencie from fe 
rainers (ſuch the wicked are) fc 
his houſhold ? In the worſt of theft] V 
Midianitiſh tyranny, Gideens field | live: 
and barne are priuiledged, as hiff| full | 
fleece was afterwards from theff/ our 1 
ſhower . thoſe 


coulc 

Why did Gzdeon threſh our hif/all Ac 
corne? Tohideit; Not from hi 

neighbours, bur his enemies : hif] The 


Granary might eaſily bee morg|1n thei 
cloſe, then his barne. As then, 1 haue | 
reefres threſhed out their corne The L 


to hide it from the Midtanites: bt | which 
now, Medianites threſh out corneſthe Ar 


<— 


@ 


I | live? Oh that we could be (o care- 
vo full to Jay vp ſpirituall foode for 
four ſoules, out of the reach of 
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to hide it fromthe Iſrachtes.Theſe | 


rurall Tyrantrs of our time, donor 
more lay vp corne,then curſes; he 
that withdraweth corne, the peo- 
ple will curſe him ; yea, God will 
carſe him, with them, & for them, 


What ſhifts nature will make to 


thoſe ſpirituall Midianites, vvee 
could nor bur liue; in deſpight of 
all Aduerſarics. 


$/in their face, & intheir thoughts, 


the Angel of the Coucnaunr, the 


The Angels that haue cuer God 


baue him alſo in their mouthes, 
The Lord is with thee. Bur this 
which appeared vnto Grdon, was 


F Lord 


Y 


—— 


- 
— L. 


Lib. 9. 


Lord of Angels, Whiles hee was 
with Gideon, he might well ſay, The 
Lord is with thee. He that ſent the 
Comforter, vvas alſo the. true 
Comforter of his Church; he wel 
knew, howto lay a ſure ground of 
Conſolation, and that the onelie 
remedy of forrow,and beginning 
of truc joy, is The preſence of GOD, 
The griefe of the Apoſtles tor the 
expected loſſe of their : Maſter, 
could neuer be cured by;any re- 
ceit but this , of the ſame Angel, 
Bebold, I am with you to the end 

the world. What is our glory but 
the fruition of Gods. preſence? 
The puniſhment of the damned, 
is a ſeparation-from the bearifical 
face of God ; needs mult therfore 
his abſence jathislife , be a great 
tormentto a good heart : and no\f.: 
croſle 


Lib.y : Gigeons C alling.. 


crofle. can bee cquiualenr to. this 
beginning of heauean in the Elea; 
The Lord is with thee. 


Who can complaine cither of 
ſolirarineſs, or. oppoſition, that 
harh GOD with him? With him, 
not only as a witneſs, bur as a par- 
tie: Euen wicked men and dinells 
cannot exclude God, nor the bars 
of hell can ſhurre kim out; Hee is 


with them perforce, but rg iudge, 
to puniſh them: Yea, God will be 
eucr with them ro their colt ; but 
to proteR, comifort, ſauc;, hee is 


with none buthuis: 


Whiles he calls Gidzon valiant, 
he makes him ſo. How could hce 
de bur yalianr; that had God with 
ms 2 The godleſs, man may bee 


_F L care- 


. . 
A OS 
"_— 
- 
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carcleſſe,but cannot be other then 
cowardly. It pleaſes God to ac- 
hadelled his owne graces in 
men, that he may ws his 
owne glory , with their comfort; 
how-much more ſhould wee con- 
feſſe the graces of one another? 
Ancnuious nature 1s preiudicial| 
ro God; Hee is a ({trange man in 
whom there is not ſome vilible 
good; yea, in the Diucls them- 
{clues wee may ealily nore ſome! 


haue'his owne in the worlt ctea- 
ture; yea, let the worſt creature 
haue that praiſe, which God wold 


put ypon1r, 


Gideon cannot paſſe over this ſa-| 
lurarion, as ſom faſhionable com- 
| plement, 


commendable parts , of know-! 
ledge, ſtrength, agilitie : Ler God 


fer, I/raek: and yer when God ſaies, 


{| ible of auy -pazticular comforr, | 
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plewent, bur layes hold on that 
part, which was moſt im nt; 
the tenure of all his comfort ; and | 
(as not regarding the praiſe of his 
ralour) inquiresaker that yyhich 
(hould. þe the ground of his va-) 
lour, the preſence of God: God! 
had ſpoken particularly to him; | 


polsible G O D ſhould be preſent. 
with him, not with rhe reſt ; as hee 
pronyled ro haue: been with Mo- 


The Lord is with thee, be anſwers, 
Alas Lord, if the Lord bee with 'vs,! 


(elite as an exempt perſon;but puts 
him{clf6 among the.throng of 1{-: 


racl, as one thatcoyld not beſen-| 


while the. common caſc of I{rael 


F 3 labou- ) 


He expoſtulates for all. It had bin | | 


Gideon canngr conceiue. of him-| 


— - Ale... 


_ - 


- 
= : 
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[laboured. The maine care of a 
good hart is ſtill for the publique, 
neithef can it inioy it ſelfe',' while 
the' Church of 'God'is diſtreſſed, 
As faith drawes/ home generali- 
ries, {of charitie diffuſes genetali- 
nes omir felte co alk, 5 50 £7150! 

Yotthe valiant tmmmayas;heere 
weako%; weake'in' farh/, weake'in 
diſcourle'; whiles he argues Gods 
abſence by affli&ion,his prefence 
by deliverances; andrhe vnlikeli 
hood'of fuccels by his wy dhfabi- 
litie $all groſs inconſequences: 
RathetThould hee have” inferred 
Gods preſonceypon their correc- 
tidn's far whereſoerer Gothic 
les, there he isyyoaghere 1&6 i857 
mercy. Nothitg/migre proves vs 


his, then his Rripes; heewilbnot 
| | beſtow | 


Lib.9. 


beſtow whipping where he loues 
not. 'Fond nature thinks GOD 
ſhould nor ſuffer the wind to blow 
ypon his deare ones, becauſe her 
ſelte makes this vie of her own in- 
dulgence ; but none our of rhe 
place of torment, hauec ſuffered ſo 
much as his deareſtchildren. Hee 
faycs not we are Idolaters; there-| 
fore the Lord hath forſaken vs, 
becauſe wee hauec forſaken him: 


This ſequell had been as good, as 
the other was faultic; (The Lord 
hath deliuered vs vnto the Mzdia- 
mtes, therefore hee hath forſaken 
vs : ) Sinnes, not affltions, argue 
God abſenr. 


Whiles Gideon bewrayeth weak- 
nes, God both giues hum might 
and imployes it; ( Goe in this thy 

might 


_ 4 — —— 


——_— 
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might,and ſaue {ſracl.) Who wold 
not haue looked that God ſhould 
have looked angerly on him, and 
chid him for his vabeliefe? Burt he 
whoſe mercy will not quench the 
weakeſt fire of grace, though it be 
bur inflax, lookes vpon him with 
compalsionate eyes; and to make 
z00d his owne word, giues him 
that valour hee had acknowled- 
ged. 


Gideon had nor yet ſaid, Lord 
delmuer Jſraet : much leſſe had hee 
ſaid, Lord atlimer Iſrael by my 
| hand, The mercy of God preuenrs 
| the deſire of Grdeon : if God ſhold 
not begin with ys, we ſhould be c- 
uer miſcrable ; if hee ſhould not 
gie v$till we aske, yer who ſhold 
giue vsto aske; if his ſpiritdid not 


worke 


hires; 4 
he tha 
much 


ike. 


Hee 
celine: 


—— 


WY 


—— TO REST > NY OT 


Lib.9., Gidedns Cathy, - 


[welcome, by how much leſs it was 


.\EWhen he bids vs aske, itisnot for 


worke thoſe holy grones, &ſighes 
in vs, wee ſhould ncuer makeſute 
to God. He thar commonly giues 
vs pawer to crauc, ſometimes 
giues ys without crauing, thatthe 
bencefir might be. ſo muctr'more 


expeted;and we ſo much more 
thankfull, as hee is more forward. 


thar he needes to be intreared;bur | 
that hee may make vsmore capa- 
ble of bleſsings, by defiring them: 
And where 4c ſees feruent de- 
res, he ſtayes norfor words ;/ and 
je thar giues ere wee aske, how 
nuch more will hee give when'we 
ke, 


Hee that hath might enough to 
leliver Iſrac], yet hath not might 


enough | 


md 


— 


In 
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enough. ro: keepe humſclte tron 
doubting. The ſtrongeſt faith wi 
cuer haue ſome-rouch of inhdel 
tie: And yetthis was not fo m 

adiſtruſt of the poſsibiliry of de 
liuering [/raety) as an.inquirry atte 
the meanes ; Whereby ſhall T ſas 
Iſrael i The alutation of _— 
gel roGideon, was as like tb Gabri 
els falutation of-rhe bleflcd Vir 
gin, as:their anſweres were: Jike 
Both Angels breught newts ol 


[,:b. 
Jen 
Tri 
rael 
che r 
mea! 


ſuth 


W 
both 
a wa' 
Bras 
nor © 


deliuerance ; both were anſweredlhaue 
with a queſtion-ot the mcanes. ofithoſe 
pertarmance ;wirha reportotrigſted tl 
dithcykies in-pertorming : 4b myconfe 
Lorg,:wbereby ſhall I ſave 1ſraetibcen 
How the good man diſparagesvpon 
bim(elfe ! Ir is a great matter ( Offfore, 
Lotd)thar thou ſpeakeſt 'of ; 'andſſlwere 
grcataRtions requirc mighre A-Jpoor, 


gents! 


E_— 


Wc. 


_— uae 


Y 17 9: Gidzons Callne, . 
WY 2cnts As tor me, who am I? My 
Tribeis none of the greateſt in 1(- 
rael z My Fathers family, isone of 

the meaneſt in his Tribe, and I the 
meaneſt in his family ; Pouerryis a 

ef (utficient bar to great enterpriſes. 


Whereby ſhall I? Humilitie is 

-E both a {igne of fol{owing glory, & 

a wdy'to ir, and attoccaſton of ir: 
Bragging and height of ſpirit; will 

Foor carry it, with GOD : None 

have cuerbeen raiſed by him, bur 

thoſe which haue formerly deiec- 

ted them(chues;; None haue- been 
confounded by him , that*haue 
[raelibcen abaſed inthemſelves.There- 
arageshvpon it is that he adds, 7 willther- 
er ( Offore bewith thee ; av 'ithee had an- 
', andJſwered, Hadft thou not beene fo 
ye A-Jpoorcin thy ſelte, Iwold nothaue 
2ents! wrought 
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wrought by thee, How ſhold God 
be mapnified i in his mercies if wee 
werenot vaworthy 2 How ſhould 
he be (ſtrong, ifnor inour weake- 
nefle 2 


All this while, G:deon knew no 
it was an Angel that ſpake vvith 
him ; Hee ſaw a man ſtand before 
him like a Trauailer , with aſtafle 
inhis hand ,, The vnuſualneſs of 
thoſe reuelations in thoſe corrur 
red times was fuch, that Gzde 
might thinke of any thing rathe 
then an Angel: No maruell if & 
ſtrange. a progiiſe from an v1 
knowne meſſenger , foundnot 4 
| perfet afſent ; Faige wouldhe 
licue, bur faine would hee hau 
good warrant for his faith, Iy 
ters of faith we;cannot-goe-vpc 

Loc 


—_— 
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fore being ſent ypon the ſame cr- 
rand, deſired a figne, whereby If- 
"Yracl might knowe that God ſent 
him : So Gudeon deſires a ſigne 
from this Bearen, to know thar his 
v no newes is from G 


fore” yerrhe very hope ct ſo happy 
Rafl newes, not yer ratified , ſtirres vp 
"Fin Gideon both ioy and thankful- 
Arey neſs. After all the intury of the M:- 
21460 3 enites,he was nor fo poore , but 
Fancy he could beſtowe a Kid,and cakes, 
Wt & vpon the Reporter of ſuch ridings. 
i \itThoſc which are rightly affe&ed 
nX* Y vith the glad newes of our ſpiri- 
eOerf yall deliverance, fludy ro ſhow 
 ne=Jheir louing reſpeRs to the mel- 
math ſengers. 

,vpe 


too ſure grounds. As Moſes there- 


— 


_ The 


nmr nn nn rt ——_—— 
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The Angel ſtayes tor the pre- 
paring of Giatons teaft. Such ples 
ſure dooth G O D take in the 
thankfull indcauours of his :ſer- 
uants, thar he patiently waites yp 
onthe leyſure of ,our performa; 
ces. Gideon intgaded a dinner,rthe 
Angel wrned itinto afacrifice, He 
whoſe mear and drinke it wast0 
doe his Fathers, will, calls for t 
broth and fleſh ro be poured ou 
vpon the ſtone ; And when Grat- 
on lookt hee ſhould haue blefled, 
and caten, hee touches the fealt : 
with his ſtaffe, and conſumes im}<201 
with fire from the ſtone, and de: [151 
parted. He did not ſtrike the ſtone rvith 
with his ſtaffe ( For the attniion hire, $ 
of two hard bodies would natura-$3Y 3 
ly beget fire) bur hee touched rhe®2% 
mcat, and brought fire from the Pp bil 
_. ſtone: 


þ.gs Giaeons Calling. 


Lib. 9, 


ſtone : And now whiles Gideon ſaw | 
and wondred at the ſpirituall a, 
he loſt the ſight of the Agent. 


» PIG- 
ples 
- the 
$ :{er- 
es YE 
rmMal 
er,the 


ce, He 


Hee that came vvithour intrea- 
ung, yyould, nor haye departed 
without taking leaue, burthat hee | 
__ increaſe Gideons vvonder,| 
yas tg and that his wonder might in-f 
Ir thef creaſe - his faith. His falutation 
4d ou iberefore was nor fo ſtrange as his 
Gra Yfarewell, Moſes touched the rock 
eſſed, with his ſtaffe, and brought forth 
» feat Yvatcr , and yet a man, and yer 
nos continued vyith the Iſraclites, 
d def This meſſenger touches the ſtone 
None(Vvith his ſtaffe, and brings foorth 
riooh cy & preſently vaniſhes, that he 
ural-$94y approuc him(clte a ſpirir, And 
4 theſ19w Gideon,when he had gathered 
i the0'P Þimſelte, muſt needes thinke, 
He 


tone: 
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Hee that can raiſe fire our of of | ot 
ſtone, can raiſe courage and poy 
cr out of my dead breaſt; He tha 
by this fire hath conſumed the 
broth and fleſh, can by the feeble 
flame 'of my fortitude conſume 
Maiaian: 


Gideon did not ſo much doubt 
before, asnow he feared. We tha 
ſhall once hue with , and bee like 
the Angels, in the eſtate of ourin 


potencte thinke we cannot ſec af |the 
Angel, and live, Gideon was ac | con 
knowledged for mighty in yalourf | wot 
yerhetrembles ar the ſight of an [10a 
Angel. Peter, that durſt dtaw his |1n tl 
ſword ypon Malchus , and all tt In, 4 
rraine of Jadas,yet feares when hef | the « 


thought he had ſcene a ſpirir. Ou the ( 
naturall courage cannot beare vs 


0 — 


doubt 
Te tha 
ce lik 
uri 

(eca 
AS ac- 
ralour 
rof at 


raw his 


all tt 


hen he 


rt, Ou 
varey 


Fes bo 
king'v if wr rime GE 
ſembRahiceof that fleſh SE 
eg 
ance;'y yercuen al1aht - 
on dikeſio hage ir hitn 96 
KY br and pl lorious tie G8d'v of 
Angels; Awhen tewill be ſech ſn the 
eat yen 6 oh "__ wer 
"The Xngel that” departed for 
the MAT, yet rerurnes for, the 
comfort of Gideen,; 'It is nor the 
wont of God ro leaue lus children 
in a maze, b Pg sthetn out! 
inthe fame merc xl led thetn 
in, ati Will CGE his grace in 
the one, 70 lefſe then his Power in 
the't dther., ns Kel 


1180903 2c 
[201 f 
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Now Gzdeow growes acquainted 
with God, and interchanges pled- 
ges of familiarity; He buildes an 
Altar to God, and God conferres 
with him ; and(as he vſcs where he 
loies) imployes him. His firſt tack 
thuſt be ro deſtroy the god of the 
Midianites, then the Idolaters the-|". 
ſelucs. Whiles.Baads Altar & groue 
ſtood in the hill of Ophrab , 1/rae 
ſhould in. vaine hope to prevaile: 
It is moſtiuſt with God that iudg- 
ment ſhould continte with the fin, 
and no leſs' mercy if it may re- 
| none afterit. Woldſt thou fain be 
rid ofany judgment? Inquire what 
falſe Alrars & groues thou haſt in 
thy heart ; down with them firſf, || 


Firſt muſt Baak Altar be ruined}[9 *0 
ere ods be built; both = hs 


Ws Po_ 


* 
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ſtand rogether ; The true'GO D 
will haue tio ſocietie with Idols, 
neither will allow it ys, I doe nor 
heare him ſay, That Altar & groue 
which were abuſed to Baa, conſe- 
crate now to me;but as otic whoſe 
holy iclouſie wil abide ho worſhip 
tll there be no idolatry, hee firſt 
commands down the monuments 


..\ ot {Uperſtition, and then inioynes 


|Ftis owne ſeruice; yer the wood of 
Beads grout muſt be yſed to burne 
1 ſacrifice ents God: When ir was 
-| once —— yo rings 
& their danger ceaſed. The 
creatures of God thar hate gooe 


rrofatied to [dolarry , may in a | 
hange of their vie, bee imploy-| 


| ro the holie ſeruice of their 


Gs Though| 


| 


| 6 , 


4 "© F< 


- wt - watt 2Þ <9 oo” 
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| 'Thaogh: ſome; I/rachites v vyere 


pdaitent!-ynder-this bumiliation, 
yer [ll many ; of: thens perſiſted 
bo thor? ena Tolany «| The 
etychoulhold of) * father 
ved (tl Baatwed and his neigh- 
boreal Ophrab were in the ſatne 
ſiniyes:f his fathes had becn free, 
whatdidhe. with Badls groue and 
Alardkicdarcinot, therfore take 
his Gcheevſeruany;thogh berooke 
his bullocks ,-bur commaunds.his 
awpei The/MaſtcTis: beſt ſeene.in 
the ſcruſants : Grdeans leruants (a 
thi Idolatrous retinug of! 
nears religio6s, like their Maj 
ſicr;zyexrhe miſ-deutation of Joaſh, 
and the Opbrathiten was not obſti-| 
natg1 [og/h i cally. perſwaded by, 
his ſonne,and eaſily ly perſwades his] 
neighbonrs, haw ynreaſonable it 


is 


CC 


ts ts BM, HM 


take 
09 | 
8:his 
nem 
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tb. 9g. 
so plead for ſuch a god, as can- | 
nat ſpeak for himſelfe; to reuenge 
his cauſe, that could nor defend 
himſelfe. Let Baadplead for him- 
ſelke. One example of a reſolute 
onſet in a noted perſon, may doe 
more good then a thouſand fe- 
conds1n the proceeding of an ac- 
tion. 


Soone are all the Midianztes in 
an vprore to loſe their god; They 
need not now be bidden to muſter 
themſclues for reuenge :. hee hath 
no religion that can ſuffer an in- 


dignitic offercd to his God. 


G3 Grideons 


 Gideons Preparation and 
V ior. 


OI F all the inſtruments 


As that GO D vied info 
GTA great a worke, I finde 


SIDED) none fo weake as Gide- | 


on; who yer (ofallothers) was ſti- 
led valiant: naturall valour may 
well ſtand with fpirituall cowar- 
diſe. Before he knewthathe ſpake 
with a God, he might haue iuſt co- 
lours for his diſtruſty bur'after 
God had apprequed his preſence, 
fire out of the ſtone; then to call 
[for a watery ligne of his promiſed 


—— — L—_ ca — m—_— 


deliue- 
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<—_ be th tt. Rt 


dchigorance > Was NO other then 
TeUre water vpon the fire of the 
oirit, The totmer triall God paue 
vnwiſhed ; this , -vpon eons 
choice andi jarrearie : Tha fo 
miracle was rang enough to Ca- 
| ry Gideon through his firſt-exploir\ſ 
of ramating thajdolarrguls roug, 
and-Alrar; tutnow, whe ing 
the ſvarmeotihc: Midiabiy and 
Amdb kites abouthis ears, he calls 
tonnew aydezand: ootoplibg ro 
his dbrearites Jand his othenthau- 


landsot I/raetziheetunnesed' God|ſn 
fara furtherafſurance oby1Qorie, . 


[The cofuge.was 2o6ddut chelſhvwn 
manner of (atking/ ity ſatous-off awe 
difiruſt: There 15 Seotingimbell dr yec 
<aljerhen to bervalianty) whan no\Þkaſu 
peril appearctb bur: whencuillsþnc a 


mt aſſaileſÞ+1ins. 


—D. — 


t the 
5s: of | 


more| 


orie) 


alatlc ys v onvnequall-tearmsyir 


hard,and commendableNot to 
bediſmaied:-4t GO D- had made 
t proclamation now; which at- 
erwards was commaucided to be 
nade by Gideon ; Let the thmorous 
{epart, | doubt whether T/+a&/had 
ot wanted a Guide : yet how wil- 
wg is the Alaaighty to ſatishe. our 
eak deſires 1 7 


Whart tasks is he content ro bee 
by our infirmiie 2 The fleece 
wſtbe wertyand the ground dry ; 
he groundinult be wer, and-rhe 


|{eece dry s Both: arc done; thar 


oWGrdeon may {eerwherher hee 
ould make himſclte hard earth; 


2 
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either mercies or judger 
where he liſts, and that hee was 
on worke by that God, which < 
commaund all the —_— 
they obey him; Fire, Wate 
benkdembabbin, iy (whe 
he will) his, 


And now when Gadeon had thilff: 
reciprocall proofe of his inſuing 7 
ſuccefle, he goes on (as hee vyel 
may ) harneſſed with reſolutior 
and 1s ſeene in the Head of bi UW 
troupes, and in the face of _ 
granites, If we cannot make vx 
match with God, whea weet 
our awne 5king, wee are worth; 
to (it our, ol 


Gideon had but thirty thouſani(f, 
ſouldiersat his his heeles ; the Mi 


” 


— ll. — En — 
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dianizes coucred all the yally, like 
Graſhoppers: and now whiles the 
"7 ape, We arc too few ; 
God Yes, ople are t00 . 
[fthe I{raclires eſt hauc loaded 
for viRory trom their fingers.they 
might well haue ſaid, The Migha- | 
utes are roo many for vs; but that 
. God, whoſe thoughts and words 
 Yace vnlike ro mens, ſayes, They are 
"ol too many for mee to, give the Midia- 
*,  Yuies mo their hands, It humane 
ſtrength were to be oppoſed,there 
-Yibould hauc needed an equalitie ; 
bur now God meant to giue the 
"Y1itory, his care is noghow to ger 
"Hit, but how not ro loſe or blemiſh 
== ſic glory of it gotten. How iclous 
” Godis of his nour! Hee is wil- 
, Ying to giug deliuerance to Iirach 
; Jthe praiſe of the tt $a 
cc 


Contemplations.  Lib-i 
he will keepe ro himſelfe; and will 
ſhorten the meanes, that hee maz 
hauerhe full meaſure of the glory. 
Andif hee will nar allow lawful 
meanes to ſtand iti the light of hi 
honour, how will hee indfife'it te 
be crofſed ſo much as indirealy 
Irs Teſs danger to ſteale any thing 
fron God, theghisglotye” © 


As a Prince; which if wee ſted 
or elip his coyhe; may pardonit! 
Wy os pets wAre him« 
hiserowne;wiltnorbe appeaſed. 
Thefe'is)nothing that we can giv 
to6God; of whom wee receitc' d 
ehings; char which he is eoiitent'rs 
paft with, he gives vs; ir he wil 
not" abide wee! houlditake og! 
{ref him, which he woakdtEſcrt 
for iniſelſe: Irs all offe yith hirt 


—> — ——_— 
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to ſauc with many;.and with ſewe, 
but hee rather choſes to ſaue by 
'Wfcwe, that all the vikory may re- 
"EY dound to himſclie. O God, what 
art thou the better for ourpraiſes, 
Fro whom becauſc thou art infinite 
y 'Ynothing can be added? Itis forour 
$E 200d that thou wouldſt be mag- 
Yoaificd of vs; Oh teach vs ro re- 
"Fcciue the benefit of thy mercifull 
fauours, and to returne thee the 


on itFthanks,- 


CY Gideons Army muſt be leſſened; 

n g10*9'/ho arc ſo fitte to be caſhered as 
UFthe fearcfull? God bids him there- 
Fore proclaime licence for all faior. 

"i barts to leave the field, An ill 40> 

2 "Iſtrument may ſhame a good work: 
efcttff God will nor glotifie himſclic by | 
Wicowards.As the rimorous thall:be 


F to '% _ with- 4 


—_ — — 
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withourt the gates of heaucn; fff - 
ſhall chey be without the liſts « 

of Gods field. Although it yy 

not their courage that ſhould ſar 

lirael, yet without their courage 
Gvd would nor ſerue himſelfe offh>. 
them, Chriſtianity requires men; 

for if our ſpiritual difficulties meet], 

nor with high ſpirits, in ſtced offi 
whettingour fortitude;they quaik|ſ 

it. Daxias royall Band bf Woor ih... 
thies, was the rype ofthe forces lſfþ, ; 
the Church; all valiant men; andlll * 
able ro incounter with thouſands,ſ \; 


| Neither muſt we be ſffong one-| np 
ly; but acquainted with ou ownelÞh: ke 
reſolutions ; not out of any carnal|{. .- . 
preſumption, bur our of a faithfull 
reliance vp6theftrength of God; 
in whom, when we are weak;x 


ſ exp 
etoy 
__ wel — 


_ 


——_ — 
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#b.9, 
veare ſtrono. Oh thou white li- 


n ; lo «1 doth bur a foule word, or a 
ts off 2wne ſcarre thee from Chriſt > 
Jooth the lofſe of a little land, or 

ver diſquier the? Doth bur the 

phe of the Midianires in the vally 


"Mrike thee ? Home then, home to} 
She world ; thou art riot then for | 


he conqueting Band of Chriſt : If 
hou canſt not reſoluc to follow 
um chrogh infamic,priſons,racks, 

bets, | ; Depart to thine 


_ ouſe, & ſave thy life to thy loſle. 


ands.\f \jce thinks now, Iſrael ſhould] 


ue complained of indignity, & 

ONE" Eue faid ,, VVhy ſhouldſt rhou 
Finke, O Gideon, that there can 

x a cowardly Iſraclite 2 Andif 

he experience of the power and 


etcy of God, be notenough to 


make 


| 


—— 


( 
o 


— 


make vs feare leſs, yet the ſenſe [thi 
ſeruitude muſt needes haue ml [the 
vs refolare'; for who had not rin 
ther tobe buried dead, rhe quickY|flo 


Are wenbttainets hide our heavy 
in the cates of the'tarth , and|tha 
make gurgraucs our houſes? Nalſ| bot 
ſo mach as the very lightrhar wal mat 
can freely inioy ; the” rytannied] war 


dearh is bur ſhorr aydeaſie, to thi] they 
of M114 and yer' what darify| on, ! 
cafthet#be of rhar, fich thou ha of G 
o edieHly -afſured "vs of God of ni 
promile of.vitory , and his min fear 
cot$iis copRrmation 2 NG, Gill fello 


thoſe hafts that haue war £* Into 

cher after thy Colours, eail Fever 

well keepe vs tron reryring””"J|penr 
GONNA * M30 [1 Vit © *- 

| they 

gone 

Can; 


"ButTow, vebp cah but'bleſſ 


| 


. 
| -- —  Sror<—O— <— — — —_— — - - — np ry <-> —_ . - 


hitnſelfe, ro find& of two 8 thin 


FLICIC 


- _ 
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thouſand Lſraclires, two & rwenty | 
thouſand cowards? Yet all theſe 
in Grdcons march made as faire a 
flourith of couraze as the boldeſt. 
VVho can truſt the faces of men, 
that fees jn the Army of Iſrael, a- 
boue two for one timorous? How | 
many make a glorious ſhow inthe 
warfaring Church, vyhich when 
| Ms ſhall ſee danger of perſecuti- | 
ri! on, ſhall ſhrinke from the Randard 
of God? Hope of ſafety,cxamples 
0 of neighbours, defire of praylſe, 
| fear of cenſures,coation of lawes, 
fellowſhip of friends, draw many 
into the Feld; which ſo ſoone as 
1.4) cuer they ſee the Aduerſary, re- 
£J penr of their conditions: and if 
"they may cleanly eſcape, will be; 
J\oone carly from Mount Gilead. | 
Can any man be offended ar the| 
H number 


i reeeess 
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number ot theſe {hrinkers , when 
he (ſees bur renne thouſand Iſrae- 
lices left of ewo and twenty thou- 
ſand in one morning. 


Theſe men that would haue bin 
aſhamed to go away by day, now 
drop-away by night; And if Giae- 
on ſhould haue called any one of 
them backe, and ſaid ; Wilt thou 
flee? would haue made an excuſe, 
The darkneſs is a fit vaile for their 
palenefle, or bluſhing ; fearfulneſs 
cannot abide the light : None of 
theſe thouſands of Iſrael but wold 
haue bin loath Grdeon ſhould haue 
ſcen his face whiles hee ſaid; I am 
fearetull ; yery ſhame holds ſome 
intheir ſtation, whoſe hearts are 
already fled. And it we cannot in- 
dore that men ſhould be witneſſes 


of. 


— 


Lc 
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of that fear which we might line to 
cotrec&t; how ſhall wee ide once 
to ſhow our fearefull heads, be- 
tore thar terrible ludge, when hee 
calls vs. fogrth to the puniſhment 
of our teare > Oh the vanitie of 
tooliſh hypocrites, that run vpon 
the terrars,of G O D, whiles rhey 
would auoyde the ſhame of men? 


How doe wee thinke the ſmall 
remainder of Iſracl logked , when 
inthe next morning-muſter they 
found themfſclues buttenne thou- 
land left 2, How did they acculc 
their timorous Countrymen, that 
had Teft. bur this handtull ro en- | 
counrerthe millions of Midzan? | 
And yerſtill, God complaines of 
too many ; and ypon his triall, diſ- 
miſſes nine thouſand ſeauen hun- 


Hz dred 


LO IIITEY 
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' nor for the ſele&t Band of G OD: 
' The Lord of Hoſts will ſcrue him- 


our {clues. How can it' bur com- 


dred more, His firſt triall was of 
the valoutot their minds: his next 
is ofthe abiliry of their bodies; 
Thoſe which beſides boldnes ate 


tot ftrong, patient of abour and 
thirſt, willing to ſtoope, content 
with alittle {ſuch were rhoſe rhat 
rook yp water with'their hand) arr 


| 


ſelfe of none but able Champions; 
[fhe have therefore ſingled vs in- 
ro his combay, this yery choice at- 
gues, that hee findes that ſtrength 


in vs, whichiwe catitiot confefle in 


fort Vs in our great erialls; that i 
the ſearcher of hearts did*nor find 
vs fit, hee would neuer honour ys 


. |withſohardan imployment? 


Now 


—_—— 


Lib. 9. Gid:ons Preparation,e5c. = 


— TNOMEM 


Now, -when there is not ſcarce 


left one I{raclite. to cucry thou- 
land ofthe Midtanites, it is ſeaſo- 
nable with: God to ioyne bartel], 

When God hath ſtripped vs ofall 
our earthly confidence, then doth 


hee finde'time to giue vs victory ; 


and not till then,leaſt he ſhould be | 


a loſer in our gaine: Like asarlaſt 


he vnclothes vs of our body , that | 


he may clothe ys vpon with glory. 


If Gideon feared when he had vio 
and thirty thouſand [ſraclites at his 


heeles, is it any wonder if hee tea-| 
red, when all theſe were ſhrunke 


into three hundred? Though his 
confirmation were more, yer his 
meanes were abated, Why vyas 


not Gideon rather the Leader of|- 


thoſe two and twenty thouſand 
H 3 run- 


runue-awaies, then of thefe three 


hundred ſouldiers > Oh infinite 


mercie, and forbearanceiof God; 


thartakes nor vantageof fo ſtrong 
an infirmitic , butin ſtead of 'ca- 
ſting, incourages him. Thar wiſe 
Pronidece hath prepared a dream 
inthe head of one Mitiantte, an 
mterpretation'in the mouth of an- 
other, and hath brought Gideon to 
bee an auditor of both ; and hath 
made his enemies Prophets of his 
victory, incouragers of the at- 
tempt, proclaimers of their owne 
contuſion. A Midianite dreames, 
a Midiantte interprets. Our yeric 
dreames many times are not with- 
out God; there is a providence in 
our (leeping fancies: cuen the e- 
mizs of God may haue viſions, & 


power to conſtrue them aright; 
How 


— 
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How 'viually are wicked men for- 
warned of their owne deſtruction? 
To forcknow & not auoyd, is bur 
an aggrauation of iudgemenr. 


When Gideon heard good newes 
(tho trom an enemy) he fel down 
and worſhipped. To heare, him- 
ſelte bat a Barly-cake , troubled 
him not, when - heard withall, 
that his roling down the hill ſhold 
breake the Tents of M:atan; It 
matters not how baſe wee. bee 
thought, ſo we may be viorious. 
The ſoule that hath recciued full | 
confirmation from God, in the aſ- 
ſurance of his faluation, cannot 
but bow the knee, and by all ge- 
ſures of bodic, tell how iris ra- 


uiſhed. 


| I'F2 
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I vvould haue thought Grazon 
ſhould rather haue found full con-|he r 
firmation in the promiſe , and a&|ſeffe 
of GOD, thenin the dreame of|Morr 
the Midianite. Dreames may be|Kabut 
full of vncertainty ; Gods ynder- 
takingsare infallible : well therc-|Mor; 
fore might the miracle of GOD 
giue ſtrength to the dreame of 2 
Miatamte; but what ſtrength could|hat « 
a Pagans dreame glue rothe mi-|Fyher 
raculous a@ of God? yet by this ing 
is Gracon throughly ſettled. When | \rmc 
wee are going, alittle thing driues|Þmpr: 
vs on; when we are come neerc to| um 
the ſhore, the very tide vvithout|Þirch 


ts 


| 


| 


ſailes, is enough ro put vs tatothe/PMidia 
harbour.'We ſhall now heare no\|fltcſe- 
more of Grdeons doubrs,bur of his|ſfight c 
archicuements : And though God ſound 
had j r2miſed by theſe three _ oall 
re 


56.9, 1.9, Gideons Preparation,e5c, 
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1deon 
CON- 


Iredro chaſe the Midranues, yet 
cnegleas not wiſe {traragems to 
d a&|ſeffe&tir. To wait for Gods per- 
me of Formance in doing nothing, isto 
y be/ſpbuſe that diuine Prouidence, 
nder-|Myhich will ſo worke, thar it vvill 
here-|Mor allow ys idle. 


OD 

of af Now, when wee would looke 
could |What Gideon ſhould giue charge of 
e mi-|ſFyberting their ſwords , & ſharpe- 
y this|Þing their ſpeares,and hitting their 


Vhen|{Armour, he onely giues order for 
[rives Empty pitchers, and lights, and 
ercto/frumpers. The cracking of theſe 
thout|ÞÞitchers ſhall breake in peeces this 
rothe|PMidianiriſh clay : the kindling of 
re no|fſheſe lights, ſhall extinguiſh rae 
of his|ſſight of Midzan : thele trumpets, 
| God ſound no other then a ſoule-peale 


hun-\$0all the hoſt of Midzan: there ſhal 


dred need 


—— 
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necd nothing bur noiſe & lightſemp 
confound this innumerable ll 
mic, | ardl) 


And if the pitchers,and brand T 
and trumpets of Gideon, did (and 
daunr 8 diſmay the proud troopgeare 
of Midian, & Amalecke, Who caificd, 
we think ſhall be able ro ſtand beſear 
fore the laſt terror , vyherein who! 
trumpet of the Archangel] ſhaace. 
found, and the heauens ſhall paſk othe 
away with a noiſe, & the clemenyg$our r 
ſhalbe on a lame abour our careſtiow 

urn 

Any of the vveakeſt 7/racitegon , | 
would haue ſerued to haue brokedſ(vhic 
an empty pircher, ro haue carrieQ's11/ 
alight, &ro haue ſounded arrumficc: 
pet, andto ſtrike a flying adverſaſſalua 


. [ rie. Notto the baſeſt yſc will God 


emplo) 


—cc _ 
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nploy an vaworthy Agent; Hce 
ill not allow ſo much as a cow- 
ardly rorch-bearer, 


Thoſe two and twenty thou- 
nd Iſraelites that (lipt away for 
are, when the fcarcful Midrianites 

led, can purſue, and kill chem, & 
1 folloyy them a the heeles, 
hom they durſt not looke in the 
ace. Our flight giues aduantage 
[Fothe feeblelt aducrſary, whereas 
Four reſiſtance foileth the greareſt: 
ow much more, if we haue once 
urned qur backs ypon a tentati- 
tejon , ſhall our ſpirituall enemies 
(which are cuer ſtrong ) trample 
'$in the duſt 2 Reſiſt, and they ſhal 
flee: ſtand till, and we ſhall ſee the 
aluation of the Lord, 


The 


es... A 


The Ren enge of $, uccoth 
and Penuell. 


— —— 


| OR. Id:on was of Matiaſeeh: 
A 7 >, Ephraim and hee vvyere 
þ 63) þ brothers, ſonnes of To- 
EAx<3»q 2b; None of all the 
ribes of J/rae/fall out with their 
iRorious Leader, bur he : The a- 
vreement of brothers is rare; by 
jow much nature hath more en- 
leared them, by ſo much are their 
quarrels more frequent and dan- 
crous.l did not heare the Epbras- 


ites offring themſclues into the 


rone of the Army} before the | 


fight, 


_—— 2_— 
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hight, and now they are readie tt 
fight with Gideon, becauſe tt 
were hot called to fight with 
dzan: | heare them expoſtularing 
after it; After the exploit dor 
cowatds arc valiant; Theit qua 
rell was that they were nor called 
{rhadbina greater praiſe of rhei 
valour to haue.gone vnbidden 
Vhar need was there to call then 
when God. complained of mult 
tude, and ſent away. thoſe whic 
were called? None ſpeake fo biggt 
in the:cnd of the fray, as the fear 
fulleſt. 


Epbraim flies vpon Gideon, 
ſuing his enemies, he is purſued b 


brethren z & now 1s glad to ſpend 
chat 


—_— 


— TEES 


yvhiles the Midiantes flie tron” 
him; when Gideon ſhould be purF® 


th; 
at 
yhic 
nth 
erl; 
er: 
ce. 
DroA 
peal 
ad fi 
wor 
'ord 
wore 
derre 
nies. 


Fot 
aclir, 
ideon 
os 


Indes 
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at wind in pacifying of his own, 
hich ſhould haue been beſtowed 
þ 1,2 the laughter ofa common Ad- 
erfary : Itis a wonder if Satan ſuf- 
ervsto be quict at home, whiles| 
* Whice are cxcrciſed with warres a- 
\{Þroad. Had not Gideon learned ro 
-Wpcake faire, as well asto ſmite, he 
ad found work enough from the 
Words of Joſephs ſonnes ; his gaod 
:Foordes/ are as victorious as: his 
word; his pacification of friends, 


] 


de te 


21atins 


- oecerer then his execution of cne- | 
nics. 


For oughtI fee, the enuy of If 
aclires was more troubleſome to 
ideon,then the oppoſition of M1- 
ian ; He hath letr the cnuy of E- 
bra:m behind him: before him,he 
indes the cauy of Succorh and Pe- 

nuell, 


__— 


Contemplations. Lib. 


i. 


nuell, The one , enuics that hee 
ſhould ouer-come without rheny 
che other, that hee ſhould bur 
hee had ouer-come. His purſute 
leades him ro Succorb, there he: 
craues relcefe, & is repelled. 

he ſaid; Come forth & draw yout 
ſword with mee againſt Zebs at 
Zalmuna, the motion had beene 
bur equall; A common interel 
| challenges an” vniucrſall* ayde 
Now he ſaies, Blur, Giue morſells 
bread to my followers ; He is turhi 
off with a ſcorne ; Hee asks þ 

and they giue him a ſtone. Coul 
hee aske a more ſlender recon 
pence of their deliverance; or 
lefle reward of his victory ? G 
morſels of bread. Betore this ad 
all their ſubſtance had been rodfl| give 
{mall an hire of their freedom: 


fron 
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—— | 


trom Midian; now when Fx dane; 
{morſell bf Þttad i is 'too friach : 

wellivight hee challengebrekd, 
where he ue liberty; atid life; It 
s had, if thoſe whith® fig he 


ecffary reliete; ; ar wHIleS 
nemy dies by” | 


die he!) 


Bid 'Bed 
FM lie, tow) 
dangers addedto their otro E. 


ſees! But heets were not midlefac- 
ors, bat aduttfaties to 'belaine; 
Al the fyord of power and revier 

| was how to bee Wielded\-norof 


HJ quietiiftice. ofe 1 chat fight for} 


dF our ſoules koh all nf 


ets, thay c kw (NM | 
_— and 


" — -— ww _ - 


| uen very Executioners looke for | 


'$ 


warr&8 of God, tidy for h he- 


| | 
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to deny it.; When Abraban 
ha uns rhe fue Kings, 


delivered Lofand, his famili 
nga fofmge Janis 
witla aud, pow! theſe Jones, 
of 4 per an.equall yiRorie, 
aske radapg.are deviegd yl 
hm ak pw Kong 
COP tence of a_falle nele,) 
p< _ Jo 5d 
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d v-ich thirisreaſon GOD ſhould bork 


"avi 
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Thar hee therefore alone; ſhould 
doe that, which all the Princes 6f 
[rac] durſt nor atrempr, they ha- 
ted and (corned ro heare. Irisne- 
ver ſafero meaſure events by the 
power of the inſtrument ; nor'in 
the cauſes of God { whoſe calling 
makes the difference) to meaſure- 
others by our ſelues >Therc 1s how 
thing moredangerousthen in hos: 
ly bufneſles/ ro ſtand: ypon come 
pariſons; and ourown teputarion; 


_-; and bleſle rene he lis," 


To handlquefiionah lo ſudden 
had bin 
todenyiitfcornfally; was vnwor®? 
thy of Lraclires.Carnall men think 


pt that impoſsible o orhers-, yvhich# 
hemſclucs cannot \does:: From\]' 


1 &... | hence| 


pardonable: bur |, 
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_ are-their -cenſures, hence 
NEW: exclawarions. 


"Gideon hath yowed a fearfull res 
venge, and now perfarmes it ; the 
tus his brethren may not 
kim/from;the-purſure ofthe Midi; 
enites 3:Common "enimitics mull 
firk be: opfioled,; damefticall, at 
mgre ley{re, The Princes of Sucs| 
carb fearcd the tyranny ofthe Ml | 
drariutiſh Kivgs,buttheymore fea-lfſ{ 1 
t&G-dtranrvittory. Vhata con-|Þcon 
\dition Hath ehceir enity'drawn them moe 
inro?that they are ory to ſee Gods|ther 
cacmies capuue ; thapIfeacls free-| the 
\dome. \mult þece theirdearh; thardoe 
he Midranites & they; mult tres into 
De at one: and the-fame Reuers| His 
: To (ce themſclogs prifon D ket 
a:Zeha and —— had not!no d 


wh: 


ous 


_— 


| been 


— —— ——rt——— 
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Zalmunina "priſoners "to Gratons 


been of fearctull, as'to fee ZebisW); 


condemnation in the happy -ſue-” 
ceſſe of others : Hell irſelfe woiild 
want one peece of histrormenr; it! 


fl the wicked did not knowe thoſe! 


at\fſ| whom they contemned , glori-| 


if Swcs| 
e Ms-| | 
c fea-| 
a CON* 
LL TLICT 
Gods) 
5 frees| 
; [that] 
crem- 
cucr| 
fon 
id not! 


been| 


Us. | of 


I knowe not whether more to] 


commend Grdeons wiſedome and 
moderation in the proceedings, 
then his refolution and iuſtice in 
the exccution-of this buſmeſs. I 
doe not ſee him runne fturiouſlic 
intotheCitic, and kill the next; 
His ſword had nor been fo drini- | 
Det! with bloud,rharit ſhold know 
no difference: Burhewrites down 
1 SHS. 


— 


Nothing is more terrible ro euill | 
mindes, then to reddtheir owne 


- 

: 

Y 
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P— 


my names ofthe Princes, and ſin: 
gles them forth for FERCnge. | 

ys 07 C1191 

. When the Leaders: of GOD 
come. to a' Teficko , or Ai, their 
(laughter was ynpartiall;not a wo- 
man, or. child; mighe. live to tell 
newes: but nowthat Gideon comes 
taa Score Citic of Iſraelites, 
the Rulers are called foorth to| 
death, the people are trighred 

ith the example, not hurt vvirh 
the iudgement, To enwrappe the! 
Innocent in. any. Yengeance, isa; 
murderops iniuſtice : Indeede 
where all ioyne in-the (in, all are 
waarthy to mcerjin the punilh- 
meat. Ir 1s: Jike, the Cirizens of 
Suceorh could haue been glad to 
ſuccour (rafon, if their Rulers had; 
nor, Fderajdden? they mult there» 


TY 


MCA 


ti. 
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Lib.y. The Reuenge of $mecoth, E5c. rom 


fore eſcape, vvtules their Fein 
—_— ————— — 

Aide thinks of Gidtonis we. 
uenge' withour: horror ; That ithe 
Rulers of S«ccotfſhold baverheir 
fleſh rorne trom'their backs with 
thornes & briers ; that theyſlould 
bearionce bearen, and ſcratchrtro 
dearh. Whar a ſpeRacle it-was:to 
lee. their bare ' bones Jooking 
ſome-where through the bloudie 
ragges of their flelh and'skinne; 
and cuery ſtroke: worſe then rhe 
laſt; death multiplied by-rorment ! 
luſtice 15 fomerimes ſo ſeurre;that 
atender beholder can ſcarce dil- 
cerne it from cruehie. 


[ Geeks Midiauites fare lefſe ill; 
the edge 'of. the (word. -makes a 


TCA WS 


ſpeedy 


— A. _—_ .._—_ 


{pecdic and caſicipaſlage forthe 
| lives, whiles theſe rebellious Ira 
elites dic lingringly vnder thornes 
and bryers, enuying thoſe urtheir 
death, whom: their, life abhorred. | 
Howſocucr menlue. or dic with|all t 
 outthe palc of the CY ul 
kedllmelic {halbefureofp 
| How many hal ynwiſh oo 
Chriſtjaris, when Gods'reuenges 
 haue found then our? The'place 


| where Tceb wreſtled with GOD 
and prevailed, bow hath wreſt|ed|pniti 
againſt God, andtakes afall;they 
ſee Gods ;aucnging 'which:would 
not It him 1delivering, 


it was now tinic:for Zebs &Zab 
munna to follow thoſe their troups| 
tothe graue\, whom. chey:had led iÞ 
in the; = Thoſe which -rhe-day! 


before 


— — 


X* - nw Wo” OP 


ib.9 The Remenge « of Succoth,es:.. - 


before ,- were attended with :an 
hundred thirty fiue thouſand fol- 
lowers, haue nor ſo-much- as a 
Page now left to weepe for'their 
death; and baueliued onely roſee 
all their friends , and ſome-'ene- 
nies, die for their ſakes, Who'can 
egard carthly greatneſs, that ſees 
ane night change two of the grea- 
& Kings of the world into cap- 
ives?'Tr had been both pitie and 
inc; that the heads of thar Midi- 
anitiſh ryranny , into which they 
ad drawne ſo many thoufands, 
hould haue eſcaped that death; 


And yer, if priuate reuenge had 
ot made Graromniuſt, | doubr whe- 
rthey had died ; The bloudof 
Js brorhers calls for theirs; and a- 
{Þakes his ſword to their execuri-| 
zefore (i on; | 


ll... 


—— 


Contemplations. ' Libiq 
on ; Hee both knew and complain 
nedet the Msdzarutifh oppreſzion 
vader which: Ifracl groned: ye 
the'cruclry afferedro all the thou 
ſands of his Fathers ſonnes ; ht: 

not drawne the bloud of Zebaat 
Zaimuma,it his own mothers lon 
had nat bled by their hands. Hejeve 
that flew the Rulers of Saucrart anion 
Penuet, & ſpared the people; nowfſuoc 
hath (line the people of Midiaſ#ilt 
and would haue ſpared their Rufeva 
lers: bur that God which wil find#P" 
occaſionsto wind wicked men ine! 
to judgement, wil haue them NainffOth 
in a private quarrell, which, ha{auc 
more deſcryedir for the publikev9r 
If we may.not rather ſay, tharG2ny 
deon .reugnged - theſe as. a Magyar 
ſtrare,not as a brother : For Gou0g 
ucrnors to reſpec their owneadgnen! 
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Mio publique aQzons, and-to weare 

100 he ford ot iuſtice in their owne 

: ylllheath, it isa wrangtull abuſe of 

wehoritie: The(laughter of Gide- 

t brethren, was not the greateſt 

Mlinne! of the Midianiriſh Kings; | 

is alone ſhall. kill chem, vvhen 

he reſt expetedan vniuſt remiſ- 

ion; How many lewd men hath 

od paid with ſome one finne for 

Yall che reſt 2 Some that haue gone 

ayay with vnnaturall filthineſle, & 

WFc-pitall rhetts, haue clipped off 
cir own daycy with their cine ; 

nFOthers , whoſe, bloudy murders 

ue been puniſhed in a murinous 

ublike Ford ; Orhers,whoſe ſuſpected fe- 

tharGJony hath payd the price of. their 

Magiaknowne rape, O G OD, thy 

or Goudgements arc iuſt , cucn vyhen 


vtrendncns arg vniult ! 
i | Gideons . 


Contemplations. Libs 


Gideons young ſon 'is bidden 
reuenge the death of his Vncles 
His ſword had not yer learn'd 
way to bloud, eſpecially of Kingy 
chough in irons: Deadly exc: n 
ons require ſtrength both of heat 
and face, How are thoſe aged in 
euill, that can draw their ſword 
vpon the lawfully Anointed" edyir 
God? Theſe Tyrant pleade no 
now for continuance af life , bi 
for tne haſte of their death; F 
thou vpon vs. Death is euer 
companied with paine, which iti 
no maruell if we wiſh ſhort : W 
doe notmore affe&t protraQionel 
an caſctull life, then ſpeed in out 
diflolution ; for heere cuery patis 
thatrends toward death, renews 
it : Tolie an houte'vader death; 
redious; butto be' dying a wa 


" oy PE % 4 — — 
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on day, we thinke aboue the ſirenpth 


ncles;Fot humane patience. Oh wharſhal 
theflwee then conceive of thar dearth, 
meayEwhich knowcs no cnd 2 As this 
eur life is no lefle fraile then the bodie 
{which it animares; ſo that death is 
"no lcfſe crernall then the 'foule 
Awbich muſt endure it: For vs to be 
"ofFdying 1o long as 'wee now haue | 
leaue to huc, is intolerable ; and 
nYyerone onely minure of that 0- 
ther tormenting death, is worſe 
then an age of this. Oh the deſpe- 
rate infidelite-'of carelefle men, 
har ſhrinke' ar the thoughr'of a 
fEmomenrany death, and feare not 
Ferernal: This is buir a killing of the 


body: that is a deſtruQtion of bo- 
dyand ſoule. | 


"4 
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 Contemplationsi "| L 


” 


- / Whos ſo worthy to. weare t 
Crowne of Uracl,, as hee tharwadlif 


[the Trawne from Midian. 


Vſyrpers were gone, now theyj 
headleſs; ; 11i5 a doubr whett 
they were, better 29. haue hadir 
Kings,-or Tytants:; iThey ſuc 


| Grqcon to accept of the Kingdom 


& ate tepulſed; There's no grealif 
ter example ovfmodeſtic, then 
don. When the; Angel (pakenif - 


[him, heabaſedhimſelfe bclo 


Ifrael; wheg the Ephraimites conf}, 
tended with him, beg piefars :tha 
preanmgs ro'bis vintage; and caſt 

is honour at; their {&c+4;- and ne 
when Iſrael profers lumthat king 
dorhe which he had merited;; hee 
refuſes it, Hee that in ouetcom'}* 


ming would allow them to cry, 


The ſword of the Lord, and of G 
| ohh, 


—. 
A 


— — 
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z, in goucrning., will haucg 


hut The ſword rbe Lord. 
yhich.others plows, and ſuc, and 


wcare, and bribe for, Digniry und| | 


perior#y., hee ſerioully x Fs 
rherher ir were, tor chat he 


ad nor.yet. them _ 
onarchy ; orrather, torthar, hee 


| - "das Crowne among tho 
9 a5 dos Can ek loully ues 


ce mole-hils| 


i = when his men haue rc- 
ſed the profers of Ki nes? 
by doc wenor rather labor for 
"Wilt Kitigdome which is free from 

| cares, from all yncertaintic? 


1... he Yerhe that refuſes their Crown, 
' Wallsfor heir carings, although 


bs. * troencich himfelte, bur religi- 


yy n. So long had God bin a ſtran- 


ger| 
mel 


on ——— _ __ 


-Contemplations. © Liky 


ger tO 1ſracl, thatndw ſu 

gocs currant fo deuour worſhip, 
fr were pity rhar good intentions 
ſhold make anyman wicked; here 
they did fo : Neuer man meant 
rr then Ciaton In' his ri ji E- 


et this very a& ſer al 
A lore God had Thoſe 
phage, anda fernice' of his owe, 
When the wit ofman wiltbe So 
pleaſing God'with bercet''d 
ery, owne > oh 'turnes al- 
neſs, and ends) in wiſchies, p LIE 
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A bimelechs Uſurpation, 
ISLEY lacontefuſed the king- 
AK dome of Iſract-wherh 
AN Js was ofired ; his ſeugnty 

eSWL2% ſonnes .offrcd. not ro 
obraine thar Scepter , which their | 
fathers vicorie had deſerued ro 
make hereditary ::onely Abrmelet 
the concubines ſonne, ſues and 
ambirtiouſly plots for jr. V Vihar 
could dbinebc ſee in himſelfe that 
hee ſhould ouer-looke all his bre- | 
thren If hee Jooke to his father, 
they were his equals; ifto hismo- 
ther, they were his berters;: Thoſe 


W 


 * thar 
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| 


| 


, 


NS 


| bids men ſitte ill, and ſtay ro bg 
citherimportuped, agiateds 
| There cab be tio greater {1gne of 


| hard ro ſay,wherber there bemore 
pride, or 1gnorance.in Ambition. 


herit the carth..- world 


hath proiefted, it will finde. both] 


thatare moſt vnworthy ot honor, 
are horeſt in the chaſe of ir, whiles 
the conſcience. of better deſerts 


vahrncſs, then iu ment (ure: lt is 


[| haue ' noted this difference be- 
ewixtfpiritualland carthly honor, 
andthe Clicntsof both ; wee can- 
not be worthy of the one. without 
earneſt proſecution ; nor with ear- 
neſt proſectition worthy of the 0+ 
theft; The vokenrobrain heauen; 
| onel the meck ate ADE T%M to:1n- 


Thar which!; an ; afviria heart 


argu-| 


Ham 


Gideon 
thankf 


A ets 
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argument and means to effoR&3:If 
cithet bfibes or'fauour will carry 


ig the proud man will not fir out; 


Abimelec ; That Citie whichonee 
berrayedi it ſelfe re viter depopt- 
lation * yeelding to the ſure of 
Hamor,how betraies it ſelfe and 
all Ifrtiel in yielding to the ceque 
of Abimele +By them hath this V-" 

ſutper made himſelfe”a faire way 
to the throne : It was ancaſieque-- 


the ſonnies of Gided! for yourRu-| 
ers, or of Strangers IIfof the ſons: 


of Gideon, whether of all, or offend 


| lIfofone, whether of » our owne 


fleſh and bloud ,-or of others vn- 
known? To caſt offthe ſonnes of | 
Gideon for Strangets;,' were vn- | 
thankfulf; To adviit of ſeavemtie 


The Sheehemites are fit brokers FY: | 


tion; Whether will ye admitte of | 


| 


K 2 Kings 


es 


therratber;chep their owne Fink 
manwere.ynaarurall,Giacons ſons 
there/ore-mult rule amongſtall IG 
racl;. One of his ſonnes aman 

thoſe {euenig; aud who-ſbould be 
thatone'bur Abrmetee > Natural re: 
ſpes- ace the, maſt dangerous 
corruptets.of all aleaions. hat 
hope+an there-bec of worthy Su- 
perigrs in any {rec people, where 
ncerenel(s of bloud carriesit from 
fires of diſpoſition? Whiles they 
ſay, He 3s our brother ghey are cnc 
mies to themle]Jues, and I{rae). 


Faire tyords. haut won this bres 

threa ; they the Sechemites; the Se- 

chemites furnj{h him with: mony;Umekec { 

mony with men ; His men beginſoreaſt, 
wI 


CA ——— 
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withmurder , :and now Abimetec | 
raignes alone; Flattery,bribesand 
bloud, are the vſuall ſtayres © 
Ambitious: The mony of Rae/1s 
a fithire ge 38 thatwhich 
(dolarry bath red;; iv:farlie 
ſpenr ypon. ry : Onediuel is 
ready to help another in miſchief; 
Seldome-cuer is il|-gorten- riches | 
berter imployed. Irisnowonder 
{if he that hath Baa/his Idol, now 
[make an Idol of Honour. There 
was ever any man that worſhi 
ped bur one Idol ; Wo be rorhem 
»I|tharlicinthe way ot the Aſpiring: 
[Tho rhey be brothers, they ſhall 
 fibleed ;yea the nearer they are,the 
A\more-{urc.isrtheir ruine. VVho 
would not now thinke that Abs- 
zony;{ mee ſhould finde an hell in his 
>eginſbreaſt, after ſo barbarous and vn- 
K 3 natu- 


with 
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Ms... Mt. At 


thtoughlyof the ſoule, ir rurnes 


———————— 


naturall a maſſacre and: yer'be- 
hold heis as ſcaſclefle as the ſtone 
which the bloud: of his:{ea- 
brethren was ſpile. .VVhere 
Ambiiow ;hath -poflcſt. ic: ſelfe 


theheart into ſteele, and. makes it 
yncapablc. of a- conſcience ; All 
ſinnes wilteafily downe yvith. the 
manthatisreſolucd to riſe. 


; Qnely Totham fell not at that 
fatall ſtone with his brethren ; Ir i; 
an hard battell: where none c{- 
capes. Hee eſcapes, not to raigne, 
norto revenge ; but to bee Pro- | 
pher, anda witnefle of the venge- 
anceot G OD vpon the Vlurper;| 
vpon the Abetrors ; Hee hues to 
tell 4b:melec hee was but a bram- 
ble, a weed ratherthena tree. A 
right 


Libg. Abimeloes V ſurpation. 
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right bramble mdeed, that gfew| 
but out of the baſe hed; g-row of a 
|Concubine, thar conk] nor litr yp 
his head from the earth, vnleſſe he 
were ſupported by ſome buſh-or' 
pale of Shechem, that had laid hold 


drawne bloud of all his brethren ; 
in him, bur the ſap of vaine-glory, 
betrerrhefia kingdom to him,our 
of his obſcure Beer, to (ce thefire 
out of this bramble ro conſume 
uenge, isſo much more pleaſing! 


toa good heart, then his owe, by 
how much it 1s more iuſt and full. 


lires : | 


of the fleece of Iſrael , and had 
and laſtly, that had no ſubſtance | 


and the pricksof cruelrie. Ir vyas/ 


thoſe trees ; The view of Gods re-! 


There was neuer ſuch a patterne 


of ynthankfulneſs, as theſe lrac-| 


C ontemplations. Lib, 9. 


lites : They which lately thoughra 
Kingdome roo ſmall recompence 
for Gideon and his ſonnes ,. novy, 
thinke it too much for his ſecede rg 
live ; and take life away from the 
ſonnes of him, that gave the both 
life and liberty. Yer if this had bin 
ſome hundred of yeers after,when 

time had worne out the memory 


of Terub-baal, it might haue borne] 


a better excuſe. No man can ho pe 
to hold paſz with Time; The beſt 
names may not think ſcorneto be 
vnknowne to following generati- 
ons : burere their Dehuerer vvas 
cold in his coffin, to pay his bene- 
firs (which deſervedto be euerla- 
Ning) with-the extirpation of his 
Poſteritic , it was more then {a- 
uage.,V.Vhat can bee looked for 
from {dolaters? Ifa man haue caſt 


—— 


off 
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oft his God, hee will caſfily caſt off 
his friends : When religion isance 
gone, humanitie will nor ſtay long 
after, 


That, which the people were 
puniſhed afrerwards tor bur deſi- 
ring, he inioyes. Now is eAbimelec 
ſeared in the throne which his Fa- 


{ther refuſed, and no riuall is ſeene 


to enuy his peace: But how long 
willthis glory laſt? Stay but three 
yeeres, and ye ſhall ſee this bram- 
ble withered,and burnr. The pro- 
peritic of the wicked is ſhort and 
{ckle ; a ſtolne Crowne (tho ir 
may looke faire) cannot be made 
of any bur brittle ſtuffe. All lite 15 
yncertaine : but wickednes ouer- 
runnes nature. 


| 
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The euill ſpirie thruſt himſelte 
into the plot of Abimelechs viurpa 
tion and murder, & wrought with 
the Sechemites for both : and now 
God ſends the cuill ſpirit berwixt 
Abimelec and the Sichemites, to 
work the ruine of cach other. The 
firſt could nor haue been without 
God; bur in the ſecond, GOD!J! 
challenges a part : Reuenge is his, 
where Be ſinne is ours. It had bin 
pitty that the Szchemes (hould 
haue been plagued by any other 
hand then Abtmelecs ; They raiſed 
him vniuſtly ro the Throne, they 
are thefirſt thar feele the weight 
of his ſceprter. The fooliſh Bird 
limes herſelf with that which grew 
from her owne excretion : vvho 
.wondetrs to ſee the kinde Peaſant 


ſtung with his owne ſnake ? 
The 
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Fhe breach begins ar Shechem; 
His own Countrimen flic off from 


their promiſed allegeance ; Tho 
all Iraelſhouldhane taln of from 


Abumelec,yer they of Shechemſhold 
haue- ack cloſe: 1twastheir aR, 
they ought to haue made ir good. 
How ſhould good Princes be ho- 
noured, when cuen Abimmelecs once 
ſettled! cannot be oppoſed vvith 
afery? Nowthey begin the reuolr 
to the reſt of Iſraet. 'Yer,it this had 
beers-done out of repentance, it 
had bin praiſe-worthy ; but to be 
done out of a -rrecherous incon- 
[tancie,was vnwotthy of Ifraclires. 
How could Abimelec hope for f1- 
delity of them,whom he had made 

wry d Trayrors to his fathers 


poud ? No man knowes how to be | 


fure of him that is yncon(cionable; 
O: c 
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He that hath bin yofaithful ro 6ne, 
knowes the way to be perfidious, 
and is onely fit for his truſty thatis 
worthy to - deeciged; m__ 
faithtulneſle , beſides the;preſem| 
ood, laies a groupd of tu _ 
{urance. The friendſhip thats bes | 
gun in cujl,cannat ſtand; wicked-| 
nes, both of it.owne. nature, anc 

through rhe curſe ot God iscue 
vnſteddy: andthogh there be-nc 
a diſagreement in hell (bejngt 
the place of retribution, not of ac- 
tion)yert on carth,there jsno peace 
among the wicked; whereas that| the if 
affection whichis kai i in God, BI witha 
indiſſolubles ot 1 | of the 
| of Go 
If the men of Shechew hadaban-l[ fafe {« 
doned their falſe God, with their Hevn 
talſe King, and out of @ ſerious i ny tim 
_ morſe 
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mote, 8 defire of farisfaRion tor 
their idolatry & bloud,had oppo- 
ſed:this Tyrans & preferd Iotham 
this chrane,there might have bin 
{both warrant for their quarrel,and 
rak\[hopec ot ſuccels ; but now, if Abs- 
be-lf[[mele6be a wicked Vlurper,yer the 
\f{Shechemies are Idolatrous Tray- 
tors: How could they thinke,.thar 
Gad:wold rather reuenge Abime- 
lea bloody intruſion by them,then 
their rrechery & Idolaxry by Ab+- 
welec > Whe the quarrel 15 betwixt 
Gad & Satanghere is no doubt of 

{| thexfluc;bur when one diucl fights 

bf withanorher,whart certenty 1s = 


| ofthe vitory? [Though the cauſe 
of God had bingood, yetit had bin 
2an-|f fafe for them to \ ro theſelues; 
berſthe vaworrhigels of the agent ma- 


5 res|[ ny rimes,curſes a good enterpriſe. 
+11 No. 


_._ He 


a 
T7 on _—_ 4 mn 


C ontemy lations. | 


| uen with ſome of rhoir owne; ao 


No” ſooner- 19 ſecret! diſlike 


kindledinany peopleagainſttheir] | 
Gouernours, then rheic is#Ghdll 


ready to blow the coales: Tt 
wonderifeucr any faRtion ſhould 
want an Head ; ; Ascontrarily; ne- 
uct any man was'foill ,/ aynot to 
have ſothe fajiorers:Abimdlacharh 
a Zebul in the midſt of Sheebory 
Lightly,all treaſons are berttiyd w 


mrelligence -brings the fivord's 
Abimetzc vporiShethem, who tiew 
hath demoliſhed the Cir Ky,& ſown 
it with ſalt. Oh the iuſt reefelow 


of the reuenges' of God! Gideons' Wi 
Ephod is puniſhed with the bloud} 
of his ſnnies the blvad-of his ſons! 


is ſhetb y the procttement of the Jy 


probe! oe the bloud ofthe $h#- 
chenit#3is thed wy Abimeles: woe" | 
Ds: _blou 


Now, a 
if forha 


ce ee 


S=SS&SS|S.| 


?. 


| 2 225 S SE... 3-3 


Lib.g. Abimelecs V ſurpation. 
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bloud of Abimelec is ſpilt by a wo- 
man, The reraliations of God, are 
ſureand'iuſt, & make a more qdue 
pedi gree, then deſcent of nature. 


The purſued Shechemites lie to| 
the hk of their god Berith; now | 


they ae ſafe : rhar place is at once 
zfort, anda{anQuary, VVhether 
houldwe fly inour diftreſſe butto 
our GO D? And now this tefupe 
hallreachthem\whar a God! they 
baue'ſerued :''THe jealous God 
whom they had forſaken”; hath 
them now wherehe would, &'re- 
loyces aronce to'be reuonged of 
der od, & them: Hadrhey'nor 
he houſe of Baa/ their ſhel- 
bh hog had not died fo fearfully, 
ow, according to the prophiccie 
f [otha#2, a fire goes out of the 


bram- 


es — - 


PR 
— — 
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bramble, and conſumes thele Ce- 
dars; and their eternall flames be: 
gin in the houſe of their:;Berith; 
the confuſion of wicked meny 
ſes our of the falſe Deities vyhich 


they baue doted of. 
Ofall the Confpiratare againk 

Gidpons ſonnes, only Altume (ce yet 

| {uruiucs, and his day isnawtots- 

_ |ming, His ſucee(s ogvind Cbech 

hath filled bis. hare; with: rhe 

of yittoric ; Hehathca aged xp 
inhabjrant? of Tibet vs wichin thei his de 
tower ao ;andwharremaines faq| [aſt hi 
thei but the (ane 6nd with rheiq) Ther, 
neighbours? And: behoklycwhi bimel 
bjs hand is bulic io -purting! fire to Maine 

|rhedore of theirgower, which yea ſton 
was not hicforthen he covld nog ſtolne 
hauc Socrosd a womanta behighis he: 


111510 Exect 
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5be-| |mans hand ftrikes his head ; His 


rith;] | paine indying,wasnort ſo muchas | 
4 r-f | 1s indignarion toiknow by whom | 


hich] |he died: & rather wit he dietwile, 


he had not vexed himwith the:im- 
potency of his Victor: God findes 
a timeto reckon with.wicked aren 
for all che arrerages of their ſinnes. 
hell! Our fins are nor-more our debgys 
#he|to God, then his iudgemenrs are 
acirf) his debts to our finnes , which art 

x laſt hee will be fure to pay home. 
theid| There now lies the greatneſs of 4- 
whnl bimefec ; vpon one ſtone had hee 
ire to (Laine his ſeuenty brethren, & now 
+ yea one (haies him; His head had 
1d nod ſtolne the Crown of Iſradl, & now 


betid his head is ſmitten: And whar is} 


— 


Executioner) a (tone from a vvo-.| 


then a/woman ſhal kill him. If God | 
bad not known hisſtomack fo big, | 


n 


xect} __ L S Abime- 


— 


—_ — 


—_— — 
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Abimetec better that he wasa King? 
What difference is there berwixt 
him, and any of-his ſcauenty bre-: 
thren whom he murdred, ſauc on- 
ly in guilcinefle2 They beare but 
their owne blond; hee, theweight 
of alltheirs. How happy a thing 
1s itroliuc well; that our death, as 
itzscertaine, formay be.comforta- 
ble 2 Whata vanitie it is to-inſult 
inthe death of :them , whom wee 
muſt tollow the:tame way? .. 


The Tyran hath his payment,& 
that time which he ſhold haue' be- 
towed in calling for mereie ro 
G ON, and-waſhiog his bloudie 
ſoule withthe Jaſt reares of contri-| 
tion, he vainly ſpends in depreca- 
ting an.idle reproach ; Kil/ me,that 


it may not be ſaid, He died by a wo- 
| mai. 


Lib. 9g. 4 bumekecs |  ſurpazion. 


man: A fitte concluſion for ſuch a 
life. The expeRarion of true and 


vex him,as the friuolous re 
in hell, as, Absmetee is (laine by a 
woman. So, vaine fooles arc nig- 
gardly of their reputation, & pro- 
digall oftheir ſoules ; Doc we nor 


fietd,into the graue,into hell? and 


but as much feare,as wit. 


ſce them runne wilfully into the | 


all,leaſtit ſhold be ſaid, They haus | 


endleſs rorment;dothnor ſo much | 
of | 
a dishonor ; neither is he ſomuch | 
troubled with, Abimelec is frying | 


wt. 
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THE IENTIH 
BOOKE. 


Contayning 
{ Teptha, 


| Sampſon conceined, 

Sampſons mariage. 
Sampſons evittory, 
Sampſons end. 


| Michaes 1 dolatry, 


L 3 TO 


vt. [ 


—— 
—_— _—_— 
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LAPS 0. ar 


Wogan why 
ij x1 s : If] 
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$327, 0s az: -. REED | 


IHE RIGHT 
HONOVRABLE 


MY SINGULAR 


GOOD LORD, SIR 


Henrie Danuers, Knight ; Baron 
of Damteſey : A yvorthy pacterne of all 
true Nobilicie , accompliſhed both for 
warre and peace z A munificenr 
fauqurer of all learning 
and vertue; 


I. H. 


Wh bumble apprecation of all true 


ing, Dedrates this 
"xp hs poore Labors. Poo 


CONTEMPLATIONS. | 


Feptha.. 


- I *T Sracl,thar had now 
_ $1 long gone a who- 
RIG ring from G OD, 
2X | bath bio puniſhed 
2 by the regiment of | 

the Conc ubines'ſo nne, and at laſt 
ſeckes proteQion from the ſonne 
of an harlort : It is'no (mall miſerie 
to be obliged vnto the ynworthy. 
The concubines ſon made ſure to 
them ; They make ſute ro the fon 
_ of 


—_— 
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-N 


of the harlot. It was no faulr of blouc 


| Teprhathar hee had an ill mother, ſhoul 


yetis he branded with the indigni-Bvithe 
tie ofhis baſtardie; neither wouldcuen; 
Godconceale this blemiſh of na-fithe lai 
ture, which Jeprha could ncitherfſtboug 


| auoyd,nor remedy. God,to ſhoyſJinber! 


| his deteſtation of whoredom, re-ſſearth | 


uenges it not onely ypon the ac-flungd 
tors, bur vpon their iſſue : Hence-- -)- 
he hath ſhur out the baſe-ſon fronſſ.'' I; b 
the congregation of [frac], to thefſilte.c 
renth generation, that a tranſientÞeorres 
cuil might hauea durable reprochiſſbis yal 
attending it ; And that after theliſratl: 
death s. the Adulterer, yer higrefpt6 
ſhame might live. Bur, that Godſbur+: a 
who iuſtly rics merto his lawes,Þwhere 
will not abide that wee ſhould ticJTheg| 
hin to our lawes, or his owne ; Heſeuides 
can bathrteQifie and ennable. theþll, ſo i 

blond 


m—— 


i 


ib.10ML,0.10; « Teptha. 2 

ulr offibloud- ot Jeprha. That no! man -4 
2ther, ſhould be roa much diſcouraged 

ligni- ith che errors.ot his propagation, 
ould cuen the:baſe fan of man;may be | 
f ne-fithe Jawtully begorren of God; & | 
citherſſibough hee be caſt our from the | 
ſhoyſjobceritance of-his; brethron.vpon | 
1, re-ſearch , may bee admitted tothe | 
ic ac-llingdbme-of rae), : '-+ 
lence®:'!.=)r.d 55 | bihtgt con bob © ; 
fromſ /' I; heare no praiſe of the lawfull 
o theſſiſue.of Gilead ;)onely this miſ-be- 
\fenteorren (onne- 1s commended for 
xrochflis yalour;and feratrhe ferne of 
r thef(racl: The coomtnon gifts. of God 
r higcfpt&nor the pareptageor blood, 
GodſÞut:;are indiffergntly  ſcagtered 
we,jrherebe pleaſes:to letihem fall. | 
d ticſThechoice of the Almighty,is not | 
; Heſguided by ourrules;; Ain fpiritu- | 
> theſdl; ſo earl eage HDR) 


long I han | 


— 


" Contemplations. © Likawo lib. 
himthat willeth : If GO D would ſriiſes 
have men glory in:'theſe ourwardFruine. 


prigiledges, he: would beſtow vo reſt w 
emthem none burtlie venigng -Ycomn 


A 1E 


Now, who cat: dds onde of 
ſtrengthor grearn6s, when he 'Th 
him'rhar wa fo honeſt; . yeriſfvard't 
more valiant, and moreadoam-ſfecall 
ced? Had not Teprha been baſcyheſped\th 
had not been thruſt out ; and if hefſfch ar 
| had not been thruſt our from? hisaſt ou 
brethren, hee had never beentheome'i 
Captaine of Iſrael,” By conratieſſhat C 
paſes to ours, it pleaſeth GOD-whþ vain 
come to his owne ends: and howyſe of 
vſuallydoth helooke the contraryfowee 
way, to that he moves?. No manſpthal 
can meaſure the concliſos | 


Gods a} by his his ehreſcru 
as fetches | our _ = Hl dri 
i= raiſes 


rr I 


” Wy IE 


b — 


OO 


ould raiſes the gloryof men our of their| 


ward ine. Mcn- Tote to goe thenee- 
v'vp-Ricſt way, and often faile: GOD 


j. -: lcommonly goes abour, arid in his 


. -(;Yowne time comes furely home; 


. 
"The Gdeadvtes were not {o for- 
rd to expell Teprba,as gladde to 

all him; No 4Ammonite threat- 
ed\them when they parted vvich 

{ if hefch att helper: Now, whotn r 

n haſt ourin their peace, they fer 


Tthetome' in their danger OD: | 


rafieÞſhat God who never gaue ought 
Dh vaine, willfinde a time to make 
whſc of any gitt that hee harh be- 
craryfowed vpon mien ; The yalour of 
manſpthaſhallnorruſt in his ſecrecie, 
ar offur bee imploied to the common 
Heeghreſ:ruarion of Hracl : Neteſsitie 
euil}Jill driuc ys to ſecke vp all our 


raiſes hel PS, | 


166 Comemplations. Lara 


16.11 
hel PS,Qyen thoſe whom our-way- swhi 
conn hath dejpiſed- wife « 


- Thoſe 


How iufly. mocks ſures. my au make 
©[need ypbraided withthe errors offi is bi 
our proſperitie 2 The —_— iet&c 
Gilad now heare. of their anatenſſ'*tcd 


Janlwe 
ye not 


wrong. and dare not finde! fa N 
with their exprobration ;: Did 9x 


not hate mee, andexpelime out of m ſes, ou 
'| Fathers bouſe ? How, then. come qreſ our | 
_ ro, mee in time of Tribulation - pl 
eſame > (or ep arge 

tha makes with Gilead, G mud Did nc 
at the (ame timemakes with I{racknec fr 
Ye hawe forſaken.mp, & ſerued other)99 04 
Gods ; ; Wherefore {bould I delttier yi tome. 1 
any more : Goe e5 cry. vnto the pode 0009, 


whom ye baue ſerued. As we,lo Ge dJnot for 
alſo findes itſcaſonable to tell hisgg/ad to 
children of their faults, whiles heeſ" after! 


——_— 


ih«@ 


s om thetm., Iris a fake. and 
[viſe courſe , ro make much of 
thoſe in our peace, whom we muſt 
ar make vie of in our extremity zelfe 
oflitis butiuſt, tharwe ſhould bere- 
s offlic4&d of thoſe, whom we haue re- 


j nJictcd. Can we look for any other " 


farbanſwere from God then this? Did 
d af} ye not driue me our of yourhou- 


qrelh your health and iollitie?. Did yee 
ay;F0ot -plcad the {triancſſe. of my 
Jepbarge, & the weight of my yoke? 
y GEDid nor your wiltull (innes expel 
bp JYnee from your ſoules? What doe 
you now crowching & egrecping 
to me. in the cuill day? -Surelice, O 
£$God, itis bur juſtice, if thou bee 
Godfnot found of thoſe, which,,yvere 
Il bisg/ad ro loſe thee ; it is rhy.mereie, 
 heefſ!iaftermany checks, and Whos 
thou 


- 


ayes, out of pw harts,in the time of/ 


—— nn CO OI III—_— 


LO © ——— 


— i — hs —— —__ 


em 


| thouwilrbe found at laſt, Where 
an a& cannot be reuerſed, there 
is no amends, but conteſsion ; and 
if God himſelfe rake vp with this 
ſatisfaQion, He Aw ng 


finde mercy; how much more 


words of humilitie , and depreca- 
tion? 8 | 


Tepthats wiſedothe had not bin 
anſwerable to his valour, if he had 
not made his match betore hiand;] 
He could not but know how tre- 
cherouſly Iſrac] had dealr withG#- 
d:on, VVce cannot make tot ſure 
worke, when we hauc to doe with 
ynfaithfull men : It hath been an 
old policie to ſerue our ſelues of 
men ;andafter our aduanrage, to 


C ontemplations. Libaol 


men hold the(elucs well paid with| 


rurne them yp, He bargains ther- 
} We... fore 


— 


a... tt 


= m— 


pibjo! Teptha, 08 


r69, 


CC I... 


fore for his Soueraigrittie'#te he | 
winne it, 9hall I be your-Head* We 
are all' naturally ambiti6ds { and 
arc ready'to buy honor cuen with 
hazard, And if the hope of atrou- 
bleſome fuperioritic incouriged 
Teptha to ern forces 
of Ammon, what hart ſhould yvee 


| 


| 


God ofheanen hathfaid; Tv bim| 
that owereomes,, will I' pul power 0- 
ir nations, and to fit with the inmy | 


our reward; how willingly ſhould | 


mighty Amiwoniter! Tepthe iy no- 
tedfor his our , and & he in- | 


take in the batrels of God/ againſt 
foitiuall wicktdneſſes ; when the 


Throne? Oh that wee could bend. 
our eyes vponthe recortifithecvf! 


Wee march forward 4#4inft cheſe | 


ſ 


Contemplations. Libto, 


laſt remedy, is nor courage, bur 
cruclty and raſhneſs : And now, 
when reafon will not preuaile, he 
berakes hitnſclfero his ſword: 


As God began the waire with 
Teptha,in raiſing vp his hart to that 
pitch of fortitude ; ſo Jeprha be- 


victory from him; & pouring our 
his vow to;hiim : His hand rooke 
hold ot his {word;his hart, of God: 
[therefore hee 5 whom the old Te- 
ſtamenr tiles valiant, the new, 
ſtiles faichfull; Hee who is com- 
mended for his ſtrength, dazcs 
ruſt in. none, but the arme of 
God: If rbow wilt giue the Ammo- 
nites into my hand, If Jeptha had 
norlookt ypward fe ritory, 


| 


gan his watre ar GOD, in crauing | 


_—”O L FX a 


Lib. td. Teptha. 


of all good harts, they looke to 
their ſword, or their bowe, as ſer- 
uants, not as Patrons ; and whiles 
they vic tlicm, truſt ro Gad; If we 
could doeſo in all our bulineſſes, 
wee ſhould haue both more ioy in 
their ſucceſſe,and leſſe diſcomfort 
in their miſcariage. | 


— — 


It was his zeale to vow: it yvas 
his ſinne to yow-raſhly. Tacob his 
tore-father, of whom an learned 
to vow , might hauc taught him 
a berter forme; If G O.D will bee 
with me, thenſhall the Lord be my 
God, Itis well with yowes, when 
the thing promiſed makesthe pro-| 
miſe good : But when Iepchaſaics;] 


yp to him; This is the diſpoſinon | 


Wharf veher thin —_ out of 
ter ce oppor 


Lords, | 


) Go 


—_ 


— —_ A On In 
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| |Loras, or 1 well offer | it for a burnt 


ſacrifice; bus deuotionasblind, and 
lis gaodaffeRtion ouct- ruanes his 
iudgement : For whatit a d 

a ſwine, or an afle had: mer ewy 
where had been the promile of __ 


conlectation: ?, 


Vowes are as hos are > made; ; 
like vnto ſents, if they bee of ll 
compoſition ; nothing offends 
more;tit well rettpered,nothing. 1s: 
morepleaſant: Ethev certainty of | 
cuill, or-4ncertaintyof:good ,-or | 
impokibilitic of ;pertormance; | 
makes vowes noſeruicero GOD] 
When we.vow what we-catinor;or | 
what we onghtnor doe, we mock 
Godinſtced ot honoring: him *le{| 
is a vainething tor vs, to go about | 
to catch God hood-winkt ; The}. 


conlci- | 


Mt 


Lib.1o. 


ine Teptha. 


73 


Timbrels: 
our heavenly Father?\ Thou ſub- | 


delivereſtrhy people. O'G © D, | 
a ſong waiteth for thee ri Sion,” © | 


conſcienceſhall neuer finde peace 


in any way, bur that-which we ſee | 


before vs,and which weknow/ſafo 
both inthe kind, and circumſtan- 
ces. There is no comfort in (per- 
aduenture I may pleaſe GOD.) 
Whar good child wil nortake part | 
ofthe Parents toy 2 If Jeptha re- 


turne with Trophees, it15NO mar-\ 


uell if his daughrer meer him with | 
Ok that we could be {o 
affeted with the glotious as of | 


dueſt thine enemies, and mightily | 


 *Who'vvould haue ſuſpeRed | 


danger ina durifull Triumph? | 
VVell mighe- Teprhaes daughter 
haue thought; My ſexe forbad me 


M 3 to 


— 


=_—y 
—_—— 
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: 
' 


| 


| 
| 


ro doe any thing towards thehelp | 
of my Fathicrs victory; I candoe| 


lie, if 1 cannogapplaudir; If na- 


turc haue made mg weake,yer not. 


vnthankfull ; nothing forbids my 
ioy to be as ſt:ong as the Vitors ; 
Though | might not goe our with 
wy fatherto git, yerl may meer 
bim with gratulations; A Timbrel 
may hecome theſe hands which 
were vnfit fora fword 5 This day 
hath made me the daughter of the 
Head of Iſrael ; This day bath 
made both l{rac] free, my father a 
Conqueror, and my fſelfe in him 
noble; and ſhal my affsipn make 
no difference > Whar muſt my fa- 
ther needs think, if hee ſhall ande 
me (irting ſullenly art home, whiles 
all Iſracl ſtrives who ſball run firſt 
robleſle him wirhtheir acclamati- 


— 


} 


ons? 


[ 


| 
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I75 : 


ons? Should I enely be inſenſible 
of his , and the common happi- 
nefle? | 


And now; behold when ſhee 
lookes for moſt thanks, her father 
anſwers the meaſures of her feet, 
with the knockings of his breaſt, 
and weeps at her muſick,8& teares 
his clothes to. looke her, 
whom he beſt loued,and giuesno 
anſwereto her Timbrels, but Ales 
my daughter, thow art of them that 
trouble mee: Her ioy alone hath 
changed rhe day, &loſt the com- 
torr of that victory, which ſhee in- 
ioyed roſee won. It falls out often, 
that rhoſe rimes and occaſions, 
which promiſe moſt contentment, 


prooue moſt dolefull intheaſſyc: 


The hartof this Virgin was neuer 


lifted 


re. 


Tins. 


——_————— tl 


any day ofher life ſeem happy bur 
this;and this onely, proues theiday 
of her ſolemne , and perpetuall 
mourning 5 As-<ontranlic / the 
tices and cuents which wee haue 
moſt diftruſted, prove moſt bene- 
ficiall. It1s good ina fair morning, 
to thinke ofthe ſtorme that may 
riſe cre tjght, and1o enioy both 


good andeuilltcaretully. 


Miferable is that deuoris which 
troubles vs jn the; performance:z 
Nothing ismore,pleaſantthen the 
ads of true/pietics Teptha might 
well ſeethe wrong-of this religt- 
on, inthediftaſte ofir;; yer whilcs 
himſclte-had troubled-his daugh- 
ter, hee faies;; Alas my daughter, 
thou-ert of them that ' trouble' mit. 


lifted vp{o hicasnow,ncitherdid || 


She 


Libad. . -hepths. 


eee ce es Fete HY mA. 


hedidber her dutie,. he did whar 
he ſhould noe;ryerhee would be 
ridofthe blame, chohe cannot of 
the ſmart.” No :man.is willing to 
owne:a fin ; the firſtman ſhifted ir 
from himſelfe;rohiswife;this, from 
hintſelfe ro his daughter : Hee was 
ready'to accuſe another , which 
onely..commirred :it.himſelfe. Ft 
were happy if we could be asloth 
to'commir ſinnc., as ro.acknow- 


ledge ir. 


The inconſideration of this yow 
was: very tough -and-ſerded y 7 
bawe ofiened my mouth, and cannot 
ror backs. If there were iuſt cauſe 
to:repent, it was the weakneſs. of 
his.-2eale , ro thinke that a yow 
could binde him ro cuill;\An- yn- 
lawfull yow is ill made, bur worſe 

| perfor- 


ler 


 — 
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y=_ rformed..[t'werepitty this cot- 
ncic ſhould lightypon 

an holy obiet:No lone can make 
arryer debr, then our yow.; which 
if we pay nor in our performanee, 
God will pay vs with judgement, 
We hauc all opened our mouthes 
ro God intharinitiall, and ſolemn 
yow of Chriſtianity ; Ol-thar wee 
could not goe backe ! Somuch 
more is our yow obligatory ,/by 
how much the thing yowed is 


more neceſſary, 


Why was the. ions of -Jepths 
thus troubled, butbecauſe he faw 
theentaile of his new honour thus 
 fuddenly cur off? He ſaw the hop 
alpolteri extinguiſhed , in 
virginity of his daughrer. It isn- 
turallro ys,to affe& thar perperu- 


itie 
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ric mour ſucceſsion, which is de- | 


nied ys in our perſons; Our very 
bodies would emulate the ererniry 
ofthe.ſoule. And if GOD have 
builrany of vs an houſe on carth, 
as well as prepared ys an houſe in 
heauen, it muſt be confeſſed a fa- 
uour, worth our thanktfulneſs : but 
as the perpetuitic of our earthlic 
houſes 1s vncerraine;ſo let vs not 
reſt our har vpon that, bur make 
ſure of the houſe which is erernall 
in the heauens. 


Doubtleſlc, rhe gcodnes of the 
daughter added to the fathers ſo-| 


then religious ; neither is ſhe | 
willing to be the Loxds , then-her 
fathers : and as prouoking her fa- 


row:; Shee was not more louing, | 


ther to that which he thought pic- 
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| tic, though ro her own wrong, the 
laics, If thou haſt opened thy mouth 
| onto the Lord, doe with —_—_ 
1 haſt romifed. Many a daughter 
—_ haue liſwaded her:tarher 
with reares, and haue wilhtrather 
her fathers impieric, then her own| 
preiudice; Shee ſucs tor the ſmart 
of her fathers yowe . *How obſe- 
| quious ſhould children be ro the 
| { will of their carcfullParents, ©acn 
in their finall diſpoſition in the 
world , when they ſee this holie 
maid willing ro abandon the world| 
ypon: the raſh yow of a fathier? 
They are the liuing goods of: their 
Parents, and muſt therefore waire 
vpon.the beſtowing of rheio ow the: 
nets 1»They miſtake rhemſclucs, ” 
which'thinkethey arc their ownw — 
[f _ maid had yowed herſeltexo wh 
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Godyvithour her Father, it had | 
been'in his power to abrogareir | 


but now that hee vowed her to 


GQD vvithout her ſelfe,ir ſtands | 


in force. - Bur what ſhall wee fayto 
thels children , whom their Pa- 
reftsyow and care, cannot make 
{6 much as honeſt ; tharwill be no 
other then godleſſe in ſpight of 
their Baptiſme , and education ? 
Whatjburrhatthey are giuentheir 
Parents for a curſe, and ſhall one. 
dayfinde whatit is to bee rebelli- 


OUS. * 


Allher defire is, that ſhee ma 
haut feaue to bewaile that which 
{i&muſt be torced to keepe, Vir- 
ginitic : If ſhee liad nor helditan 
affliQtion,there had been nb cauſe | 


to bewaile it; ithad binno thanke 


ro 
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Contemplations. 6.10. 
1to vnder-goe it, if ſhee badaor 
known itto be acroſs. Teares are 
no argument of impatience; wee 
may mourne for that wee repine 
not tobeare : How comes that tg 
be a meritorious vertue ynder the 
Goſpell, which was buta puniſh- 
ment vnder the Law? The daugh- 
ters of Ifracl had been too lauiſh 
of their reares, if virginitic had. bin 
abſolutely good : VVhat iniurie 
ſhould ithaue been to lament that 
ſpirituall preterment, which they 
hould rather haue emulated? 


ka @SOGi.YT c.DD4 


While Jeprbacs daughter yvas| | |— 
rwo monerhesinthe mountaines, 
(hemight haue had goad oppor- 
runitic ro cſcape her tarhers vow 

bur as one, whom her obedicnce 
tyed as cloſero her father g as his: 
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vowtyed hiim to God, ſhe returns 
rotake yp that butden, which ſhe 
had bewailed to foreſce : If we be 
truly durifull to our farher in hea- 
uen, wee would not (lip our necks 


the doore were open. 


out of the yoke tho we might, nor| 
flie from his commaunds, _ 
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——_ —_— 


F extraordinary per- 
$ ſons, the very birth & 
K« conception is extraor- 


MN dinary ; God beginnes 


hee will make wonderfull : There 
was neuer any of thoſe which were 
miraculouſly conceiued; yyhoſe 


lar. The preſages of the wambe, 
and the cradle, arecommonly an- 
ſwered in the life ; Itis not the vic 
of G OD rocaſt away ſtrange be- 
ginnings. If Manoahs wite had not 


been barren, the Angell had not 
| N been 


his wonders betimes, in thoſe wks | 


_— 


lives were notnotable, and (ingu-f 
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tothe woman thar. the Apgell ap- 


cenneſle lay vypon her more heaui- 


| addrefleth his comforts to thoſe 


been barren , the-Angell had nor 
been ſentro her : AtfliQtions haue 
this aduantage, that they occaſion 
G©D to ſhow that mercy to ys, 
whereof the proſperous are vnca- 
pable ; It would not beſeem a mo- 
ther to bee ſo indulgent to an 
healthfull child, as to a fick. It was 


peared,not tothe husband ; whe- 
ther for thatthe reproachof bar-) 


ly,then on the father; orfor that 
the-birth of the child ſhould coſt 
her more deare then her husband; 
ar laſtly, tor that the ditficultic of 
this newes was more in her. con» 
ceptian, thenin his generation: 
As Satan layes his batteries <euer 
tothe weakeſt; ſocontrarily,God 


hearts 
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harrs that hauc moſtnced; As; ar 
the farſtgbecauſe Exehad moſdri. 
ſon ro be-:deiefted, for'that berſin' 
had-drawne maninto the” Thanf-, 
po_ therefore the Cordialtof 

OD moſt reſpeerh herz: The! 
ſeed of the Woman (ball anuigads 
Serpents bead; 1 i ro die 
As a Phyſiriat 6A tells theſis | 
of the diſeaſe with his Sympronts, 
and then preſcribes; fo dooth the 
Angell of God, firſttellrhewite of 
Manoah her complaint, then-her 
remedy ; Thou arte barren. All our 
afflitions are more nored of that 
G OD which ſends them, then of 
the Patient chat ſuffers them: How 
can it: be bur lefle poſsible rq-in- 
dure any thing:thathe knows:not, 
than that hee 1nflieth nor?z: Hee 
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Comempletions. | | Lib.ro. 


laichto one; Thou art {icke :toan 


Thou arrdeftamed ; Thow art op- 
prefſed, ro another : That all-ſee- 
ingEyc, takes notice from heauen 

aery mans condition , tio leffe 
then.it he ſhould ſend an Angelto 
tell vs he knew it ; His koowbdge 
compared with his mercy, is the 
iaſtcomfort of all our ſuffcrings. 
OG OD, vvee arc many times 
miſerable, and fecle it not; Thou 
knoweſt cut thoſe ſorrowes which 
wee might-hauc ; Thou knoweſt 
\ wharthou haſtdone:do whatthou 


walr. 
Thou art barren. Not that the 


othet, Thouarrpoore ; toa third, 


Angel would vpbrayd the poore | 
woman with her affli&ion ; butf || 
rherefore he names her paine, that | 


— 


— 
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the mention of her cure might. "bg 
ſo much more welcom ; Comfort 


which is nor aoprabens ue of his 


ſhal com vnſcaſonably to that hare 
owne ſorrow : Weinuft firſt know: | 


our evils, exe we cat quit them; tit 


is the juſt method Vf every: ns | 
Angel of G OD; firſtto let vi few} | 


that whereof cither-wee doe,- or” 


ſhould complaingzandthento ap-/ 
ly comforts. Like as a g ere | 
Ys 


litian, firſt pulls downe - 
faults, wee are not capable of a 


If the Angel had firſt ſaid, Tho 
ſhatt conetiue, and not premiſed, 
Thou ars barren ; | doubt whether 
ſhee had conceiued faith in her 


and then rajfes it with/cordialls/ If | 
wee catinot abide to heare of our| 


— — 


N3_ ſoule,” | 


=} 


———— ———————_ _ —_ — _ > _ —  —_ : 


—————— 
ts ts cu - 


— - aw - 


FE LIST 7" 


TY Er IA” mw dbm — ov 


— DOAGoererrmomwomn Gor 


"\Comemplations, Thad 


Jhagks fonns to the barrea'n1o+-| 


ſoules of that intant which her bo-| 


-thould contciue ;;Now.. bis| 
knowledg e of her preſenteſtare; 
mekes way tar the aſſurance ofthe: 
future. Thay-euer, it pleaſes our, 

Godste legue 3 pawnggof his 
fdaltie withivs : ;.thatvyeahould| 
nA diftreſt bin wbarhe will do, 
whenws hag him, __ that 
which wwe. 


AQ ont © 269m: . now 
\Kidpobdraekin.that hawhich| 


"+ erat; 


_—_— 7 — 


res, ſhou}d{upole of:himg.and 
diethini bottvin the wombpefairkt,' 
and after, in the world.:The'mo-: 
ther muſt hiſt be a Nazarite, that 
bet forine maybe fo, Whites {Hee 
was.barren, the inightdriak what: 
ſhe would: bur hw ing {hall 
cOfceluc A Saxon, her:chaice 


muſt 
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muſt be lumired ; There 1s an holie 
auſterity. that cuer followes the 
ſpeciall calling of GOD; The 
worldling may take his full ſcope, 
anddeny his backe and belly no- 
thing ; bur he that hath once. con- 
ceiued that bleſſed burden, where- 
of Sampſon wasa type, mult bee 
tri&and ſenere to himſelfe ; nei- 
ther his tongue, nor his palar, nor 
his hand may runne riot; Thoſe 
lealures which ſeemed nor vn- 
ſeemly for the multitude, are now 
debarred him. We borrow more 
names of our Sauiour then one; 
As weeare Chriſtians, ſo wee are 
Nazarites,the conſecration of our 
Godis vpon our heads; and ther- 
fore our very haire ſhould be ho- 
lie, Our appetite mult be curbed, 


eſtran- 


our paſsions moderated, and ſo| 
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eſtranged from the world , thatin 
the lofſe of parents, or children, 
nature' may not make ys forget 
grace. Whar doth the looſenes of 
vaine men perſwade them that 
God isnot curious, when they (ce 
him thus preciſely ordering the 
very dict of his Nazarites? Nature 
pleades for liberty ; religion for 
reſtraint : Not that there is more 
ynclcannefle inthe grape, thenin 
the fountaine; butthat wine findes 
more vncleanneſle in vs, then wa- 
ter, and thar the hie feede is not ſo 
fit for deuotion, as abſtinence. 
Who ſees not a ceremony in this 
commaund? VVhich yer carries 
with it this ſubſtance of cuerla- 
ſting vſc, that God and the bellic 


will not admit of one (cruant ; that 


quathng and cramming is nor the 
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way to heauen: A drunken Naza- 
rite1sa monſter among men. We 
haue now more ſcope then the an- 
cient ; not drinking of vvine, bur 
drunkcnneſle with wine is forbid- 
den to the Euangclicall Nazarite; 
wine, wherein is exceſs. Oh that 
cucr Chriſtian ſhould quench the 
fpiritofGOD, with a liquor of 
Gods owne making; That they 
ſhould ſuffer their hearts ro bee 
drowned with wine, and ſhould fo 

live, as if the praQice of the Goſ- 

pell, were quite contrary to the 

rule of the Jaw. 


The mother muſt conceiue the 
onely Giant of Iſrael, & yer muſt 
drinke but water ; neither muſt the 
child rouch any other cup. Neuer 
wine made ſo ſtrong a Champion 


as 


um 


— 
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| as water did heere: The power of 
nouriſhment, is not in the crea- 
tures, but in their Maker . -Danel| | | Th 
and his three companions kept | | | ain 
their complexion, yvith-the ſame| | | as 
| diet where-with Semp/on got his| | fill: 
ſtrength ; he thar gaue that power| | [hex 
| tothe grape, [can'giue it'to:the| | |ſoc 
trearhe, Q. God, how iuſtlie:doe| | [ſho 
| | wee raiſe our eyes from our.tables 1] 
 vnto thee, which canſt make' wa- 
| ter nauriſh,and wine enfeeble-ys) |. 


Sampſon had not a bertes mo- 
ther, then Manoah had a wite ; ſhe 
hides not the good newes in her 
 owne boſome, bur imparts it to 
her husband : That wife hath lear- 
ned 40. make a. true yic of her 
Head, which is euer reade to con- 
ſulewith him ,-about the meſſages 


ot 
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of .Gad, It ſhetwere mado tor his 

, -hee is: much morc hers; | 
Thus ſhould good women make 
amends for their firſt offence;rhar 
25 Exe no ſooner had receiped an 
ill motion, butſhe deliuercdir ro 
herchusband ; ſo they ſhould no 
ſooner recciue: good , then they | 
ſhould imparr it. | 


Manozb (\ike'one which in thoſe 
lead-rimes had nor loſt his ac- 
quathtance with God) ſo ſoone as 
hee heares the newes, falls downe 
vpon his knees ; Ido nothear him 
call forth and addreſle his ſeruants 
toallrthe coaſtsof rey the 
children ofthe prophets did inthe 
ſearch of E4as) to finde our the 
meſfenger; bur I ſce him rather 
looke ſtraight vp, to that GOD 


which | 


— 
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| northe meſſenger ' hee heard not 


which ſent him ; My Lord, 1 pray 
thee let that man of God come aggin 
As a ſtraight line is the ſhorteſt, 
o_ neereſt cunt toany bleſing is 
by heauen ; As we may-not 
ſuc ro God,and negleR meanes,fo 
wee muſt ſue ro GO D for-thoſe | 
meanes which weſhall vfe. 1c 


Whe [ ſee the trength of Me 
noahs faith, I marucll not that hee 
had a Samp/onto his ſonne ; he faw 


the errand, hee examined nor the} 
circumſtances ; yet now hee takes 
thought, nor whether he ſhal haue 
a ſonne,but how he ſhall order the 
ſonne which hee muſt haue; and 
ſuesro Gad, not for the ſon which 
as yet hee had nor, but tor the di- 
reaion of goucrning him, when 


bee 
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heſhould be. Zachariab heard the 
ſame meſſage, & crauinga ſigne, 
loitthar voice wherwith he craued 
it: Manoab ſeckes no ſigne for the 
promiſe, but counſel] tor hunſelte; 
and yer, that Angel ſpake to Za- 
charyhimſelfe , this onely to the 
wife of Manoab ; that, in the Tem- 
ple like a glorious ſpirit ; this, in 
the houſe; or fielde, like ſome 
Propher, or Traveller; that ro a 
Prieſt,” this ro a woman. Allgovd 
men haue not-equall meaſures of 
faith; The bodiesot men haue not 
more differences of ſtature, then 
theit-graces: Credulity romen is 
faulty and dangerous; bur'in the 
marters of G O'D, is the greateſt 
vertue of a Chriſtian ; Happy are 
they that hauenorſcene, yer belie- 
ucd? 


True faithtakes all for gran- 
red! 
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© }red, yea tor performed, vvhich is 


| whoſe prayers procured his pre+ 


ancc promiſed; * 163 8 


| Hee that before ſent his Angel 
vnasked,will much. more fend him 
againe, ypon intreatic ;thoſe hea- 
venly meſſengers are readic both 
ta obey their Maker, and to re- 
lieue his children, Neuer any man 
prayed for direRion in bis duties 
ra God, and wasrepulſed: rather 
will God ſend ay Angel from hea: 
yenzoinftru@ys, then our:good 
deſyey ſhall be fruſts ate, + 


T3, 90D 


Manosh prayed;the _ 
pearedagaine ; NoOro him, :Datito 
his wife; It had been the ſhomer 
wayyto hauccomefirft raghe man 


ſence: Bur as Mavoab went dire& 


lie 
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lie, and immediatly ro GOD, ſo | 
God comes tnediatly & abour to 
him;and will make herthe meanes 
to beare the meſſage to her huſ- 
band, who muſt beare him the 
ſonne: Both the bleſsing and rhe 
charge are chicfely meant to her. 
Itwas a good care of Manogh, whe 
the Angel had giuen order to his 
wife alone, for the gouerning of 
the childs dier, ro profer himſelfe 
to this charge ; How ſhall we order 
the:chald > As both the Parents 
haue their part inthe being of their 
children, ſo ſhould they haue in 
their-education ; it is both 'varca- 
ſonable and -vnanaturall in huf- 
bands,to caſt this burden vponthe 
weaker veſſel alone : it is no rcaſon 
tharſhe which alone hath had the. 
paine of their birth, ſhould haue 


the 
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| the pain of their breeding: Thogh 
the charge be renued to the wite, 

erthe ſpeech is direed to the 
, usband ; che a& muſt be hers, his 
muſt be the ouer-ſight ; Lee her ob- 
ſerue all that I hairs commanded her, 
The head muſt ouer-look the bo- 
dy ; itis the duty" of the husband 
to be carefull that the wife do her 
dutie to G O D. 


As yer, Manoab ſaw nothing but 
the our-ſide of a man, and therfore 
offers. the Angel an anſwerable| 
entertainment, wherein there isat 
once Hoſpitality and Thankful- 
nefs. No man ſhal bring him good 
-newes from GOD,-and goe away 
vnrecompenced ; How forward 
he is to fealt him, whom hee tooke 
for a Prophet: their feer ſhould r- 
> «100.0 
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{ much more beautifull , that 
bring vs newes of ſaluation, by 
how much their errand is better. 


That Manoab might leamito ac-| 
knowledge God in this man, hee 
ſets off the proffer of his thank- 
fulnes from fmſelfe.to God; and 
(as the ſame Angel which appea- 
red toGideon) rurnes his feaſt into 
a ſacrifice: And now he is Mano- | 
abs ſolicitor to better thanks than 
hee offered. How'foryard the 
ood Angels areto incite 'ys ynto 
pictic ! Either this was thie-Sonne} 
himſelf, which faid Irwg$ ns mear 
and drinke to doc his Fathers will, | 
or elſe one of his ſpiritual arren-| 
dance ofthe fame dict:* Wee can} 
neuer feaſt the Angels berrer,then! 


— 


with our hatry {acrifices'ts God ;| 
_— 3 Why 


— — 
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[pieric iSNOLVNCIuII , bur whiles ir | 


Why do nor we learne this [cfſon 
ofrhem, whom wee propound to 
our ſclucs as the patterns of our 0+ 
bedicnce ? We ſhall be once like| 
the Angels in condition, why are| 
wee not inthe meane time in our| 
diſpobtions? If wee dot not pro«| 
uoke, and,cxhort one another to 
godline(ſe, and doe care more for 
a feaſt, then a ſacrifice , our appe-| 
rite is not Angelicall , but brutiſh, 


' It was an honeſt minde in Ma-} 
woah, whiles hee was addreſsing al 
ſacrifice rg God, yer not toneg- 
le& his meflenger ;;faine wou 
he know whom to hanour; True 


magaifies the authqur of all bleſ-| 
ſings, is chankfull ro the meanes;. 


Secondary.cauſes are woorthy of | 
1 — _ Tegard: | 
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regard: neither need irderraRt any 
thing from thepraiſc of the agent, 
rohonor the inſtrumear. It is nor 
oncly rudeneſs, but iniuſtice 'in 
thoſe, which can bee:conrentto 
heare good newes from God; with 
contempt of the bearers, 


The Angell wil neither take nor 
giue, bur conceales his very name 
trom;Manoab. All honeſt motions 
arcnotfitto be yeelded to; good 
intentions are: not alwayes ſuffici- 
eat grounds of condiſcent, It wee 
doe fomtimes aske what we know | 
not, it is no maruell it wee recciue 
notywhat wee aske. In ſomecaſes, 
[the Angel of God tells his name 
awked, aSGabrielto the Virgin; 
heerc, not|by intreaty: If irwere 
the Angel ofthe coucnant, he had 


Oz as 
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as yet no; name bur Jebowab if a 
created Angel, hee had no com- 
miſ6ion to ell his nameg8& a faith- 
ful meſſenger hath nora word be- 
yond his charge : Belades that, hee 
faw-it would bee of more-vſc for 
Manoab, to know himreally,then 
by words. Ohthe bold preſump- 
tion of thoſe men-,. which (as if 
they had long ſoiourned- in hea- 
ucn, and been acquainted withall 
che holy Legions of-fpirits) dif-| 
courſe of theirorders3:of their ri- 
tles, whenthis one:Angpls ſtoppes/ 
the maut1'of a berten cman then 
they, with Wby dooſt thou arke after | 
my name', Which us: fecrer ? { 
thingsto God; reuealed, to vsand{| 
our children. No word canbe ſo: 
ſignificant as a&ions;.The:a@ wt} 
| |the Anget tels beftwhohee wasy | 


_— 


_—— 
— 


_— _ _—— 


Labetol 
Heedid wonderfully: wondertull 


Sampſon conceiued. 


therefore was his name. So ſoon as | 


euer the' flare of the ſacrifice a(-| 
cended}' hee mounted 'vp in the 


ſmoke of it; that 'Manoah might 


ſee the ſacrifice, and the hiefſeoger | 
belonged both to one God ;/and |: 
might know, both whence to ac-| 
knowledge the- meſſage, and| 


whence to expe the” perfor- 
mance. ' bf1 vaOl - 


Gideons Angel yamſhed' ar his 


that Manoab might at once ſee 
both the confirmation» of his pro- 
miſe , and the accepration_of his 
obedicnee; 'whiles the Angel of 


God vouchſafed to perfume him-| 
ſelfe with that holy ſivke; &carfy| 


ſs wy of it vp into heaue. Mano- 
O 3 ab 


| acrifice, but this in the ſacrifice || 


| 


W_— 
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ab belicued before,and craued no 
ſigne to affure him ; God volun- 
tarily confirmes it to him aboue 
his deſire: To him that hath, ſhall 


be given. Where there/arc begin-| 


nings of faith, the mercy of GOD 
will adde perteRion.. 


| How doc wethinke Manoab and | 


his wife looked to ſee this ſpeRta- 
cle? They had nor ſpirit cnough 
left ro looke one ypon another: 
bur in ſteed of looking vp cheere- 


fully ro heauen, they tall downe to| 


the earth, on their faces ; as'weak 
eyes are dazeled with that which 


ſhould comfort them. This is the | 


infirmitie of our nature, to beaf- 
ficted with the cauſes of ourioy; 


trobeaſtoniſhed with our conhr-/| 


mations ;. to c6cciue deathin that: 
c viſt Ion 


— o—-- OS —_— —_ — 
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is fuller; and thar of more 


all comfortto her hus 
and irretragable, | 


bappineſs conſiſts, It this homely 
fight of the Angell did fo con- 
found good Manoab, what ſhal be- 


come of the enemies of God, whe 
they ſhall be brought betore the 


Angels? : 


TI maruell notnow, thatthe An- 
gel appeared both times ratherto 
the wife of Manoab ; her faith was 
the ſtronger of the two. [falls out 
ſometimes, that the weaker veſſel 


ous liquor : that wifc is no helper 
whichis nor ready to giue ſpiritu- 
. ans The 


reaſon was 


If the Lord were pleaſed to kill vs, 
hee would not baue receiued a burnt 


viſion of God, wherein our life & | 


glorious Tribunall ofthe God of 


Rv _____offring 


— — 
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offring from vs ; God will not ac- 
cept gifts, where he inteds puniſh- 
ment, and proteſſes hatred. The 
. [ſacrifice of the yvicked,is an abo- 
mination to the Lord: If wee can 
finde aſſurance of Gods accepta- 
tionofour ſacrifices, wee may be 
ſure hee loues our perſons. If Lin- 
cline to wickednes in my hart,the 
Lord will notheare mee ; but the 
Lord hath heard mee. 


Iſrael, there is none of 
AY; whom are reported fo 

| vo FD manyweakenefſes,cor 
ſo many miracles, as of Sampſon: 
The newes which the Angell rold | 
of his conceprion and educatisn, 
was hot more ſtrange , then the 
newes of his ownechoice hee bur 
ſees a; daughter of the Philiſtims, 
and falls 1n loue'; All this ſtrengrh 
beginnes ininfirmitie ; One maid 
of the Philiftims, ouer-comesthar 
Champion which was giuento'o- 
uercome the Philiſtims : Euenh = 

"Of at 


"—_ — — 
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thar was dieted with water, found: 
heat of vnfir deſires : As his hae 
was ſtrong notwithſtanding that 
fare,ſo were his paſ5ions ; without, 
the gift of continencic,alowe feed 
may impaire nature, bur not inor- 
dination. To follow nothing but 
theeyc inthe choice of his yviſe, 
was a luſt vnworthy of a Nazaritej 
Thisis to make the ſenſe not 7 
Counſellor, but a Tyran. +11 © 


Yet was Samp/on in this verie 
impotchicic, dunfull; Hee did nor 
inchepreſumpiionofhis ſtrength, . le 
rauiſh herforceably; Hee did not bis w! 
make vp aclandeftine march wirh-*992 
ourcon({ulring his Parents, bur hefſ®*t: 
| makes ſurc tro them for conſenty a tha 
Gre mee ther to wife : As one that Crarec 


i 


| cold be maſter. of his owne a&}F* YO 
i tho” 
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thonotofhis pabion; and as one 
that had learned 1o ro be a ſutor, 
25 norto; forget himſelte ro'bee's 

||| (onne. Euen in this deplored ſtate} 
feed of iſrael; children durſt not hn 
—or-| [| {meto be thcirown caruers; 

. | {| muchleſs is rhis tolerable inawel- k 
wife; [| guided and Chriſtian Common- 
arite;|( v5 wealth 2 Whoſocuer now diſpoſe 
0c4 lof themſclues without their Pa-: 

* \l[ents, they doe wilfully vn-child 

_ +7 |ſthemſclues, and change naturall 
affeRion for violent; 


\ Iess nick if Manesh and 
«tis wifewere aſtoniſhedarrhigvn- | 
- }..lcquall motion of their: ſon z-Did | 
notche Angell (thought they).cell | 
vs that this child ſhould be ave 

J-aredroGod, andmpſthe begin | 


_—_ vaholy wedlock ?'Did | 


hol. W-—- E not j. 


CT 


| 
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| rived inhis affeQions by a 


| houldearte no vncleane thin 


nes the Angel ſay that our ſonne| | |— 
ſhould beginnero ſaue Iſrael from 
the; Philiſims, ahdis he nowrap 


ter of the Philiſtims? Shall our de-[}}- 
liverance from-the Philiſtims be:|f|, ! 
ginne in analliance? Haueive bin lou 
ſo ſcrupulouſly carefull, —_ | 


{hall wee now conſent to an 
theniſh match # Now therefore 
they grauely indeauour to! coole 
this intemperate heat of his paſs 
on, with good counſell ; as thoſe 
which well knew the inconueni-F 
ences of an ynequall yoke-3' cor-fſ 
fu > 36.98 religion , alienation "> 
Qions,diſtraQtion of thoughts & 
conniuence at:Idolatry, death my 
zcale, daiigargus vi rmihin wk 
and Ualthys > witty Sole at 


30 caoſ"4Þ 
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can blame them if they were: vn- 
willing co call a Philiſtim, daugh- 
eter? :'- 


Twiſh Manoah could ſpeake fo 
loud that all our Lſraclitesi might 
heare him ; 1s there newer 4 woman 
onong the dang hrers of thy brethren, 
lor amoug all God: p cope , that thou 
oil 10 taly wife of the vncireum- 
W 2 Philiſtums ? \freligion'be atry 
ther chen'a cypher, Ea darewe 
gard it 1n our moſt 1mpor-. 


= 


pal norte 


thoſe 
bers tine Why is nor this deformitie 


A i of the ſoule more powerfull to dif} 
p "ts wade'vs, then the beaurie of-rhe' 
og ace, 'or of nictall to allure vs? To: 
ning dote ypon a faireskinne when we 
wh ſooa Phihſtim inderir is _ 
: an|©4brurifh. © | 


Arai 


ems 


tanr choice? Is ſhee a faire Phili-| 


— 


- 
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AfﬀeRion is notmore blihd,rhe 
deafc. In vaine'doe the Parents 
ſeeketo alter a young man, not 
more ſtrong in body, thenin will, 
Tho he cannot defend his deſires, 
yethe purſues them ; Ges wee ber, 
forſhepleaſes mee, ' And although 
itmuſt needs be.,a weake motion 
thatcan plead no reaſon, bur ap: 
petite; yet the good Parents, ith 
they cannot bow the afteRion « 
their ſonne with perſwaſion, dare| 
not breake it with violence, Asin| 
becomes not children to bee. fos- 
ward in- thejr choice; (o Parents!f 
may ..aot. be. to0 peremprtorie: 


dren to,cucr-runng Parents in fet- 
ling their afteions,; nor for Pai 
repss.(wherethe impediments gre 
not very materiall) ro come-ſhort 


" FP — 


their denial ; Itis notſafe forchibll 
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- of their children, when the affe&i- 
ons are once ſettled : The one is 
diſobedicnce; the other may be 
tyranny. bp 


\ Iknow not whether I may. ex- 
cuſe either Sampſon in making this 
ſure, or his Parents. in yeelding to 
it,by adiuine diſpenſation in bothy 
Faronthe one ſide, whiles theſpi- | 
nr af God nores,thatas yer his pa-| 
rents knew nor this was of the| 


JLord, ir may ſceemerhar hee knew, 


it; and15 it likely hee would know | 
{and not impartit? This alone was! 
\enough to win, yea to command} 

[tis Parents; It is not mine eye onc- 

ly, bur the counſell of God , .tbax 
TYleades meto thischoice ; The way 
1{to.quarrell with the Philiſtims,js to 
match with them; If I follow mine 
affection, 


no 


 Rection; mine affection followes 
 God?in this project. Surely , hee 
chatcommauhded his Propheraf- 
rerwards to marry an harlot, may 
 haue appointed his Nazante to 
marry with a Philiſtim : On rhe 0- 
ther fide, whetherit'were of God 
permitting,or allowing, l firid not; 
Irmipht ſo be of God, as all the e 
uillinthe Citie;'and then the in- 
rerpofition of Gods decree, {hall 
bengexcuſeof Samp/ons infirmi- 
tie. Iwonld ratherthimk, thar God 
meant onely ro'make a Treacle of 
4 Viper; and rarher appointedto 
terch good 'our of Sampſonr-ewill; 
then'ro approve that for good in 
Sampſon, whichin itſclfe was cual. 
(74 ' FOE Cf C.-, 2 £3 Lbs. 


| 


When $1 on went on woos 
ing, he might hate madetheflug- 
£ ————# 


» 


[Ir hath been-euer the. faſhion of 


"Omg Sampſonr ine marriage. 


oards: excuſc; Theres & L20n mt 

Way: burhe that could not be ſtai 
ed by petſwaſion, willnot by fear 
A Lioniyoungy wilde, es 
gry, comes foring yponhim when 
hee had no weapon: buthis band, 
no fence but his ftrengrh;rhe ſame | 
Prouidence that carried him-.to' 
Timah, brought the Lion ro him. | 


Godzro exerciſe his Champions 
with' fome -intiatory incounters : 
Both Sawp/er & Dawd mult firſt 
fight wich Lions, then with Phili- | 
timsz& hewhoſe type they bore, | 
meetswith that coding Lian ofthe.| 
wildernefle, in the very threſhold}; 
of his publique charge. The ſame| 
hand that prepared-a.'L:ion for. 
Sampſonry, hath proportionable | 
marches for eucry Chriſtian; Gad 


] P 


never", 
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[furious maſtiae, comes flying in 
| the face of another; the wild Bote 


neuer gives ſtrength, burhee im- 
ployes it : Pouerry, meets one like 
an armed man; Infamy;like ſome 


out of the forreſt, or the bloudie 
Tyger. of perſecution ſers ypon 
one; the brawling curres of here- 
ricall prauitic or c6tentious neigh- 


ther : and by all theſe meaner and 


Come forth now thou weak Chri- 


tian, and behold this preparatorie | 
batrel of Sampſon; Doſt rhou think 
'G O Ddealcs hardly with thee in 


-matching thee ſo hard,afd calling 


bourhood, arc ready to bait ano-| 


brutiſh adverſaries, wil God fit ys | 
for greater conflias: It isa pledge | 
of our future vitory over the ſpi- | 
ciruall Philiſtims, it we can ſay,My 

ſoule hath been among Lions. | 


| 


thee | 


mem oo—_—_—_— 
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_ 


If the Patents of Sawp/on Had 
now ſtood behind the 
ſeenerhus incounter, they yvould 
hauc taken no further careof mar- 


victory ? The beaſt came briſtling 
vp his ſearefull mane , wafting his 
ratſed ſterne, his cyes/ ſpatkling | 


| thing death from his noſtrills, and 
now:'reioyced at ſo faire/ a prey. 


&eand| 


ching their ſore wirh a Philiſtim; | 
For who that'fhoald ſce a ſtrong | 
Lion tampin ypon an vnarmed | 
main, would hopefor his life and; 


with furic, his mourh roaring our | 
knetls of his laſt paſſage,and brca- | 


thee tortbwo fb many traies? Whar | 
Jeoftthou bur repine arthine own) | 
glory? Howfhogldſt thou be vic- 
torious; vichourrelitaneey | 


LEA 


. Þ >... ther| 


AMY A. 
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Surely; if the Lion had had rio 0- 


Hi. 


—_ — 


ther.aduerſary, hn bow) by 
ſaw, hee had notJoſt us. ho — 

now he could navſeetbathis Ma- 
ker was his enemy; The/pirit ofthe 
Lord came vpon Sampſon ; What 1 
abtaſtiathe hand ot the Creator ? 
Hexhat irooke the Lions, with the 
awe of Adams, Noah, and Danes, 
ſubdued this. rebellious beaſt ro 
Sampſon; VVhar maruell is.36g ut 
Sampſon now tore him, 2s itirhad 
bin 3 young Kid.fIthis bones had 
been tad is-5kin plates: of 


liron, all had beep one': Theri he 


hand of the Lord _— =_ ud 
things x9 paſg., 
laſh; 
lithatrorio Liongthar 20060 
boyrcontinual I 


oh 


where: 


| 


lecking whomhe | 
may deuour,find ys alone among | 
conibeyards- y the; Philiſhms, 


—KwC _—— _ — 
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where is our hope 2: | Not-#n.our 
heeles ; hee is ſutilgenthanives; nog 
in our weapons ; we are natural] 

ynanned inotinout hands, which 
are weak qndfapguiſhinggibucin 
the fpirirofthat GOD, by whom 
we:cando altthn 
invs,whocarreefthim >There is 
afronger nog: xaos: 
> 2794 M8794) 
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che modeſt; hee made ny words 
ofthis greatetploitz the. cateſt 
eooNers: zner -make! the lealt 
love) NO _ wonders a- 
lone; could fay'; See chow tell no 
mus ; wher whoſe hands 
are! moſtimparent, are. buſicſt af 
thewcongues. Greartalkers ſhow 


:.if God bghe| * 


' Tampſow: was Draw ddiant| 


|irchey dofirednlytoberhoughs | 


P 3 emi-| 


—Y 
- — 


—— 


Ke 5h 
Bur, whiles Nas Sand r54” chises + 
—m- others; ;heepondredir 
mM hibalalte; and whenihbee retur- 
ned td Trntach, went: our obthe 
wayrolte his dead Aduer 
could net burrccal ro kimfe fehis 
danger, and deliverance ;; Heer 
the beaſt merme, thus he fought, 
thus I flew hims. Fhe very m__ 
on tauzht Samp/on:thankfulneſic: 
7m, mo hony+:jn- this 
rhoy ME jon doacrretle ;Tbe 
——— GOD-arcill:beſtowed 
ypon ys, if we caunat eppe aſide 
to view the monumens of his do- 
liucrances ; Pangers-may! bee :at 
once paſt, & forgotten. As Suns 
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eminent, whereas tho deopel Was 
ters 3 aroleaſt Ek | 


ombj!. 


yon had nor faund his hony-c 
att 


tht 


r| 
[cells in an vnſauory carcaſſe; the | 
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ifhe had not turned aldeta ſee his 


of Gods benefits, if we doe nor re+- 
nue our perills by meditation. 


Leaſt-any thing ſhould befall 


is Lion doth more amaze hiny | 
dead; thenaliue ; Forloe,that car- | 
caſe is madean Hive; &rhe bip-| 
terneſſe of death, is turned into | 
the {weerneſs of hony. The Bee, a | 
nice 8& dainty creature, builds her 


carcaſs that promiſed nothing bur | 
ſtrength, and annoyance, now of-|, 
fers convfort & refreſhing;and ita | 
ſort; payes Saump/en for the wrong | 
offered, Oh thewonderfull good-! 
nes ofour GOD, that can change 
our terrors into pleaſute, and can | 

mak 


—— 


- - — 


- —_———— 
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Lion ; ſo we ſhall loſethe comfore | 


ps ery” isnot ſome won- j 
der | 


Rs 


—_— 
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| make the, preatelt ovils benefici- | 
all ! Isany.man,by bis humiliation | 
vaderthe hand of GOD ws | 
more fajthtall, and conſe 
there is hony out ofthe Lion, Isa-| 
ny man by. his.rempration os fall 
become moxe circumipeRathere 
oils bony aurofrhe Lien :there 
15:n0$47p/op-r0' whomever Li- 
oaHanbpor yecld honys Eueric 
Ghriltianisthe betterfor bigeuils;| 
eoeSueantiealſe jo hisexercile| 
frames F0wen y ip paths ] 
115 3183 V7 £1017 


wc. nook oiifg or 973 ; | 
;Sempndacs not. dichinotbeſe 
lucers, beaxtis he fnde them ve: 
cleanly layds; His-dietwas tries 
and forbad ttinany. thing rbar fa-| 
vour'd of legallimpuruyy yer hee 
[4 eatesthe hany-combg ous: of, the 


are accidenally.cuil ; Hony is ho 
ny ſtill; tho in adead[Lion- Thote 


are leffewiſe,and more ſcrupuloss | 


then Sampſon, which abhbrre uk 
graccfaf Godybecauſerhey fimde 
Limindiveſchsd Oatarebade 
for. the:;Preachers | rrue: dotiite3 
becaute bis lifexs -extilÞ;; Anathes 


is giuen tovnlawth]ludics; Arg? 
wiknat recciue a: deſeruedcomri4 
bution fnomthe:b4ndsof a V furer] 
[ti5 awcak neglie not.cotake the 
whey ea wehate the Ltoakz! 
Gods children haneright to ther 
fathers wen arvpupnge ny 
_ ike 2, 6 
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"The 


onor! 


belly ot a dead. beafty'Good may | 
not be refuſed, becauſe the mans. | 


— 


_— 
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The matchisnow.made ; $4 
/on:( cho a Nazarice). hath both a 
wedding, and afcaſt ; God never 
miſtiked moderate:ſolemnities in 
the ſcuereſt liteg and yer rhis Bri- 
dall-fcaſt waslong,. the ſpace of 
ſeen daics, If Samp/on had mar- 


| celebrarion/had been no/gremer; 
neither had'thzs-perhaps been fo 
ifthe cutame of rhe» place 
or requaed-it.. :Nowd doe | 
—_ but þleade his Nazari-| | 


[ris both lawfull and fir;40 rhings 


| adt prohibired ; ro contorme- our! []bud, 
| [clues to themanners nddineey 4 


thoſe with whomwelive! '- + | | 


| "Thar Sampſon MS arvey t-an 
honour ro match with the Phili- 
we  tims, || 


— i i 


ched with the beſt ff IGaclins z'rhis | 


tifme,for 2 colour of ſingulantie: (thing 


— uw a —_— — IP 
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ſims, hee whomr before the Lion 
fouhdalone,/is you 


hes: of the worldrarc. hollowognd. 
xidihankleſſe;.beicher do) ite-/ 


yer” 40: as whers it], 


ſows aiteſt./None' are lonecre: 


,a5thoſe whom jr chter- | 


nas oh Giles whiles / qr 


wee knowe: what-to-rruſt to3'bur 
man, rnb every ofno-. 
bur feares &1fuſpicion; O- 
* chance p ata gore | 
od. ” ol 


4 erty 5h 19914, 


| Auſteriti had on made Saws 


a rociuill 7 hee. knowes how-to | 
| cnterraine Philiftims: with a for-: 
[all familiartie': Andthathigin-/' 
_telleuall! 


accompanied 
with thirry atzendants; They cal- | 
led rheny companions, bur they | 
[neantthern for; :'Thorane- | 
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ralleRudll parts!naight be appr 
bod anfwcrablerg hivarmes,h hr 


feoabeir brains omworkeowvirh| 
hermleGdiouglts;: bs riddle that 
mM antiadecpo wag got 
heli obecblehtBnt 54 [Thi 
(hinshodtbirthhi ſure f 
nexber their lofloyndk 
cauid-be much, baſrthe 
ry — 


beg Peron very | 
muſt give or xeceive-th 
Thcſeautn dayes of the 38 
expiring, and yet they which.had| 
been all rhis while deuouring of| 
Sawp/orr meats cannot itell)who 
thateartr ſhould befrom _ 
meat ſhald. come; Ihucourle ofna 


fue, vie __ -fecder 'takes4 
| meay 


—— yy 
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wilbfirſt try maiſteriovof wit,; and 


SB 


| - 
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| eatzand ſends pur filhinefs; 
[chat..mear and, ſweerneſle (þ 
[ome from a deuguring hoon 
[196 beyond theirapprebenſi., 


And as fools and dogges vſcto| 
heginve in.jeft,and cndin carneſt, 
d theſe Philiſkums ;. and there- 
foxce 5he Bride Y 7x0 
14. tO betray. 
& & Pride haug made 
cor of Joſs : and now 
= fire her, and ber fa- 
ſe, for. recompence of 
tertainment, rather: then 
= will loſe a ſmall wager to an 
c|I|[raclite., Some has of kinnero 
I thele faua ms., 
cholerick © _ hich aſe 
= |} dice. bee notther friend ,; fall out 
7s gw OD, curſe (tharwbich; Is 


SS ! 3 


FF _z 


xa | nn  Libovol 
ved anfwcrableſtg aphne þr 
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— yet the h id 
been all rhis while To 
Pu Anw ry > 67s telÞ)who|f|7* 
R—__ ſhould befrom whenes|f| 
haldeome;Ihcourle ofnau fi *** 
erm —_— focder rakesiinf** 


_ meay,| 


Py as —_ 7 FORD vſcto| 


. | | [hoginne in.ieft,and end .in carneſt, 
$1 4d theſe Philiſtams ; and _ 


Nice 


J their entertainment, rather\chen 
Jchey will loſe a. ſmall wager to an 
I lraclite., Sqme-what of kinnero 
I thele lauag 8g lſtms a. hat 
I|cholerick G ters, which i the 
{| dice. bee northear friend y, fall. (5 


with GOD, curſe (that whic 


ad... 


Sy Comremplations;” Lib.to , 


=o ſtrike their fellows, 
| atid are ready to rake venge atice]f [be 
"I 


vpon themſclues: Thoſe men + 
vnkit for ſport, thatloſe their pati-[f | arc 


=p; rogether with their wager, the 


\ [donor wonder FR a Philiftim con 
'womar'loucdherfelfe and her fa-\f [hav 
'thers family,more then an lſracl-|} [be 
rſh Sride-greoibs;andif ſhee be-|ſ ow 
ſtowed reares vpon het hnsband, be « 
forthe ranſome of them.' Sampſar|his 
himſelfe taught herthis difference, man 
T haue not told it my father or [Salon 
other, and ſhould Ttell it ther? 1 
the had not been as ſhee was, fhict 
had neither donethis to Sag 
nor heard this from'him ; 
moniall reſpects #t& Fakden th 1 
natutall; It was the law of hinrthat 


ordained marriage ( before 


Lib.10; Sampſons marriage. 
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Parents were) that Parents ſhould | 
bee torſaken, forthe husband*or 
wife : Bur now, I{raclitiſh Parents 
are woorthy of more intiveneſle,| 
then a wife of the Philiſtims ; And 

yer, whom- the Lion could not 


conquer, the teares of a woman | 


have conquered ; Sampſon never 


outnes; What aſſurance can there 
be of him that hath a Philiſtion in 


| his boſome? Adam; the perfeRelt 
man, Sam ang ;the (rongeſt man, 


whSa/omon,rhe wiſelt man; were be- 


fa. telpent As there'is 60 cotntort; 

#,j/comparable ro fairhfull yoke- 
1-{fcllow, ſo wo be to him that ismiar- 
efl ched with a Philiftim, 


It 


bewrayed infirmitie bur in vxori-/| 


trayed-with the flartety of heir 


| | 
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|forbad him whiles he was clothe 
|their bodies , to; vaclothie.«chcir| 


>! Ircould nat bur much difcorent 
:Sawp/on, to ſetthat higaduerdarics 
had plowed with his heiter; & that 
\yÞhon bis ownbackz now thertore 


[hee payes his wager to therr coſt, 


d/calon the Citic of the Phuliſtims 


[4s his wardrobe,he fetches>rhence 


thirty ſutes, lined with che lives of 


{theowners 4 Hee-might-vrith as 
[much caſe hauelaincrbeſe-rhirtie 


companions, which: were the Au- 
thors of this cuill;-but his promiſe 


(oules ; and: thar ſpirit of-G-© D; 


|which ſtird himyp to revenge, di 
[rected him;in the; choite ;oftabe 
| ſubies. If we wonder to ſee tlilr- 


tie throates cyt for their ſutes, wee| 
may caſily know, that this was bur 
the occafion of that (laughter, 


i. MC —_— — w-_ - 


where- 
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whereof the cauſe was their op- 
preſsion, and tyranny. Dawid(lew 
two hundred Philiſtims for their 
fore-skinnes : but the ground of 
his a& was their hoſtilirie. It is juſt 
with God to deſtine whar encmies 
he pleaſes, ro execution: Iris not 
to be expoſtulated why this man is 
ſtriken rather then another, yrhen 
borh are Philiftims, 


_—_— = 
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n 7iE530 
is p/ops. Llc arte... : 
! 9510120 (> 3201 \ I . 
Can hi Mons ruſtic 
Sampſon an thc leauing 
o of his wife, then, inahe 

ee chuling her ; He choſe 
her becauſe ſhe pleaſed him ; and 
becaute [hee delpiſed bim, hee left 
her ; Though, her feare.made her 
falſer0 him io his Riddle, yer thee 
was ruets his bed; That vvcake 
trechery;was worthy of a check, 
'gora deſertion, All the paſSions of 
Lap/en were ſtrong, like hinnſelf : 
bur, (as veliement motions are nor 
laſtigg) this vehem@ wind is ſcone 
alayd; and hee 15.now recurning 


- r= 
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| 


rrue Parent of her that betrayed 


Bride-groome departed , then he 
changes his fonne : whar/prerefice 
of triendſ{hippe ſocuer he made, ky 
true Philſtim will ſoone be wearie | 


with a Kid 20 winne her that had 
offended him, and.torenue thar 
teaft which-ended-m her ynkind- 
nefle. Slight.occafions may not 
breake' the knot of matrimoniall 
Toue; andifany iuſt offence haue 
flacknediron either part, it muſt 
be faſtacd again by ſpeedy recon- 
cithatron, 


Now Sampſons father in law 
ſhowes himſelfe a Philiſtim , the 


her husband; tor no ſooner is the 


of an Ifraclirc. Satpſon harh not ſo 
many dayes hbertic ro enioy his 


© = = oa 


wedding, as hee ſpentin cclebra- | 


— 


a wc _ Oc ——_— Mo 


= 5g Pa #*= 


ting | 


| ting it: Marriage hath been ever 


| ner of that bed, whereon hee was | 


— 
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a ſacred inſtirurion, and who bur a 


ſure; & now laughesto be a part- 


anattendanr. The good nature of | 
Sampſon, having forgons the firſt | 
wrong, carried himtoa proffer of 
tamiliarity , and is repulſed ; bur 
yvith a gentle. violence, I bad 
thought thou badſt bated ber. Law- 
full wedlock may not be'diffolued 


his owne wife ? Hee that (lew the | 
Lion inthe way of his wooing,and | 
before whom thouſands of the 
Philiſtims could nor ſtand, yer ſut- | 


Q 3 fers | 


Philiftim would fo eaſily violate | 
ic > One of his thirtie companions | 
| cnioyes his wife, together with his 


by imaginations, but by proofes. 


Who ſhall tay Sampſon from 


— 


ters him(cltc ro be refitted, by him 
that was once his, father in law, 
wirhour any returne of price vi- 


olenpe, | 


4 isthe force ofdutic once | 


conceiued, euch ro thezmoſt vn- 
worthy ; This thaughe , 1 was his 
ſoanc, bindes the hands of Samp- 


/on : Elſe how ealily might hee that | 


flew thoſe thirty Phiiſtims for 


their ſutes, have deſtroyedthis fa-| 


milie for his wife? How vnnatural: 
are ihoſe mouthes, that can curſe 
the loynes from which thcy are 
proceeded ; and thoſe hands that 
dare lift yp. themſclues apainſtrhe 
meanes of their life and being ? 


I neper ad that Sam pop (lew 
any but by: the-morion ol alsi- 
| ſtance 


=_— 
. 
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| from others tothe, fith the wrong: 


.|the parting this puniſhment vpon 


|tharp 


ſtance ofthe ſpirit of GOD: and 
che Diuine wiſedome hath reſer- 
ved theſe offenders to another re- 
uenge; Iudgement-muſt deſcend 


proceeded fromothers, by them. 
[n the very marriage God toreſaw 
and intendedthis parting , and'in 


che Philiſtims. It che Philiſtims had 
nor bin as much enemies to God, 
as to Sampſon; enemies to l{racl in 
ther opprefsion , no lefle thento 
Sampſon, in this particular iniune, 
ſe and execution of re- 
genge, had been no berrer then 
wicked: Now he towhom venge- 
ance belongs, {ers him on worke,. 
and makes rhe a& iuſtice : when he 
commaunds, cuen yery cruckie is 


obedience. 


_ 


It | 


of - — 


| Iewasa buſie and troubletome 
proie& of Sampſon,to vic the foxes 
for his reuenge: for-not withour 
great labour & many hands could 
| lo many wilde creatures be gotte 
rogerher, neither could the wir of 
Samp/en want other deuiſes of ho- 
ſtilitie-; Bur he meant ro fnde our 
ſuch apuniſhmit, as might in ſom 
ſort anſwere the offence, & might 
imply as much coantempr, as rre(- 
paſſe. By wiles, ſeconded with vi- 
olenco, had they wronged Sapp- 
ſo, in extorting hisecrer, and ta- 
king away his wife: & whatorher; 
Embleme could: theſe foxes tied 


trogethor preſent vntothem, then; 
wilineſs combined. by force, ro: 
worke miſchicte? | 


; 


Theſe 


Lib-x0- $ axpſons rvidterie.. 


| before he which ſent them, deſtroy 


[Theſe foxes deſtroy their corn, 
the perſons;” Thoſe iudgements 
which beginne ia outward thi 

end in the awners; A ſtranger that 
had been of :neither fide, vvould 
haue fajd , What pittyir isto ſee 
good cornrhus ſpoiled: Ifthe cre- 
ature be conſidered aparr frs the 
owners, it 13 - and therefore 
if it be miſ-ſpent, the abuſe re- 
flies vponthe maker otir; bur if 
icbelooked vpon, with reſpe&to 
anill maſter; rhe beſt vie of it, is to 
periſh, He therefore that (lew the 
Egyptian cattell with murrain;” & 
{mote their fruit with haile-ſtones; 
hee that conſumed the vines of 1- 
racl with the Palmer-worme; and 
Carerpiller, and Canker-worme ; 
ſent alſo foxes by the hand of 
_. Sampſon, 


DT ll 
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| Se-mpſaw into theifields of the Phi- 
tins, Their carnz was too.good 
farxhem' co cniay; __—_ 
tor the fpxes to burn-vp; God had 
| rather hig-creature {bould perth 


| any way,then ſerue: for the _ 
the vicked, | 5 


There —_ not be ſuch ſecrecy 
in the catching. of three -hundred 
foxes,bur it m1 ks well be knownte 
who had procured them: Rumai 
willfwiftl fly of thingshox done: 
but of a thing ſo notorioully exe 
cuted, it is no marnell;jf Fame be a 
blab,, The mentien of the offence 
drawes inthe prouocation;8 naw] 
thewrong to Sampſon is{cauncd & 
reyenged ; Becauſe theficldes of 
the Philitims , are burned for the 
wrong dane to Sampſos by the 


Timnite| 
———— — —  L__ 


20 [Lib.10.\ Sawpſens twifforie. 


Timmtemwns daughter, thecetore 
the Philiftinss burne the Tromre & 
his daughter. The tying af the fire- 
brand betweemtwofoxes, wasnot 
ſo witty a policy,as the ſetting ofa 
fire of diflenſton betwixt the Phi- 
lſtims : What need. Sampſon be this 
owne execurioner, when his ene-.) 
mies will yndertake that charge? 
There can/ be no'-more:plea 
profpe@rtoan L{raclicethen toſce | 


the Philiſtims: rogether- by the 


cares, 


| 


If the-yvife of Samp/om bad not | 
feared the fire forherſclte, and ber 
fathers houſe, ſhe had norberray- 
ed her husband, her husband had 
not thus plagued the Phuliſtims,che 
Philitims had not: conſumed her 
and her father with fice :now. ſhee 

leapes 


—— — 
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leapes into that flame which thee 
meant to auoid. That emll which 
the wicked feared, meers them. in 
their flight : How many in a feare 
of pouerty, ſecke to-gainevncon-! 
ſcionably, and die beggers? How 
many to ſhunne paine and danger 
haue ycelded to cuill, and-in the 
long runne haue been met inthe 
reeth with that miſchiefe which 
they had boped ro haue lefr be- 
hind them? How many,in a deſire 
{ ro eſchue the ſhame of men, haue 
fallen into the confuſion of God? 
Both goodandeuill are ſure pay- 
maſters atthe laſt. 


 Heethar: was ſo ſoone pacified| 
cowards his wife , could not but 
haus thought this revenge more 
then enough, it he had notrarher 


wielded 


10. Sampſons oiftorie. 
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'vours, ſo in his puniſhments; Orie 


| The [{raclites were bor {laues, & 


wielded Gods quarrel| then his| | 
owne He knew that G-O D had 
raiſed him yp on parpdſe; tobe a 
ſcourge tothe Philiſtims, whom as 
yerhe chad angred more then 
niſhed: As it theſe therefore 
been but floriſhes before the fray; 
heſtirres'vp his courage, & ſtrikes 
ther both hip and thigh, vvich a: 
mic hty plague: That God vvhich| 
candon ng imperfeRy, where 
he begins eirher mercy of iudge- 


ment, will not leaue till hee baue | 


happily finiſhed: As itisin his fa- 
ſtroke drawes on another. 


the Philiftims were their-maſters: 
ſo much more imdignely threfore 


muſt they needs take it, to be thuy 
affron- 


—— 


. 
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atfranced. | one bt,rheir, owng 

vafſats : yerſhall we commend the 
moderation; of theſq /, Pagans; 
| S«mp/an. ,, beejng | nor., morrall 
{wzonged by, ane Philiſtipa ,, f 
[foule vponthe,whale Nation ;the 
-|Philiſtzays- hainouſly: offended by 
| S-app/on., doe not fall;ypon the 
| whole Tribe-of Iudah, bur. being 
[muſtered together , callzo them 
[for farifaQion trom-the perſon 


offending,: the ſame hand.of Go, 

which wrought Samp/on to reugge,| [| cac: 
reſtrained them from1jr. ;: It is nol} « c: 
thanke rothernſelues, thar: ſomes] It 


time: wicked men cannot Deel 
cruell, | 


The men of Iudah 5 re by cheitlY) 
fear made friends to their Tyrang 
& rrayrors totheir fricnd; it was us 

Lotlis theirſ-'---/ 


Lib.10+ Sampfons vittone. 
| their. cauſc; that. Sampſon had ſhed | 
bloud, and yerthey conſpirewich 
.he Phuliſtims,to deſtroy their own 
fcfh and bloud., So thal che Phili- 
tims be\quir.wigh Ifacl,;rhas. as 
Samp/on by Philiſtims, revenged 
lymſclt ot Pluliſtios3 ſo.they of an | 
{raelite, by the hand of {raclixes. 
Thaz whych ,apen enengics, dare 
poranempe, he P worke, by. falſe 

brexhren 5 and theſe arg (0,mych 
af avre perilous ;, as they, ares ſore 
entiles 1 1 


It had been no leſle cahie for 
[| Samp/0n to hauelaine thoſe thou- 
$| ands ot Iudalthat came to beade 
_- Elhim,thenthoſe othefok. the Phili- 
;cheif | licas.,. that.- meant r0- kill him 


ran |ound: And whatif he;had faid;' 
was iff "© yee-wwrad, Traytors 20 your 
their! _ bk Deli- 
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. | fieverſtirre hin'vp'ro KilHhis bre- 


killi'a Philiſtins , then'a Lim! 


Deliuerer? your bloud bee vpor 
your owne heads: But the ſpirit of 
God (withour whom kie-could not 
kill either beaft, or tan ) would 


thren, tho degetierated' into Phic 
liſtims;they haue more power'to 
binde him, 'rhetthee to kill them! 
[{raclitiſh' bloud ws precions tb] 
hit, chhar made no'ttiore ſefupleall 


Thatbondage and vury chat 
allowed to a lew from a Pa 
might not bee exated from 2 
ſew: | 


The Philiſtims ids hal defofe 
plowed with Samp/onrheiſerin the 
caſe of the Riddle, #reniow p Slows 
ing'a worſe furrow' with an heiferf 
more bib owne. I am aſhamied't 


| hear 


- — w—— tw 
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heare theſe cowardly lewes lay, 


are Lords ouer vs? Why haſt thou 
done thus wnto vs? We are therefore 
rome to bmide thee: Whereas they 
ſhould haue faid ; Wee find theſe 
tyrannicall Philiſtims ro vſurp do- 
minion ouer ys; thou haſt happily 
begun to ſhake offtheir yoke,and 
|| [now wee are come to ſecond thee 
lf | with our ſeruice ; the yalor of ſuch 
a Captain ſhall eafily lead vs forth 
to liberty ;We are ready cither ro 
die with thee, or to befreed by 
thee : A fearefull man can neuer 
de a true friend; ratherthen incur 
2 any danger, hee will be falfe to his 
ef] owne foule. Oh cruell mercie of 

| theſe men of Iuda ! We will nor bil! 


ei chee, bur wo will bjngphee, and det 


tall ver thee to the hands of the Phils 


R - flims,| 


| 


Knowſt thou not that the Philiſtims | 


> 
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(i1msgbat they may kl thee. As it it 
had not been much worſe to die 
an ignominious and totmenting 
death, by the hands of Philiſting, 
then to bee ar once diſpatchr by 
them , which wiſhr cither his life 
fafe, or his death caſie. 


When Saul was purſued by the 
Philiſtims vpon the mountaines of 
Grlboa, he could ſay to his Armor- 
bearer, Draw forth thy ſword,and 
kill mee, leaſt the vncircumciſed 
come and thruſt me thorough, & 
mock mce; and art laſt, would ras 
ther fall ypon his own ſword, then 
theirs; , And yer theſe cofins of 
Sampſon,can lay , Wee will not kul 
thee, but we Will bind thee, ts delimer 
thee. It was ho excule to theſe 1{- 
raclites,that Samp/ons binding had 


more 


_— 
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more hope, then his death; It was 
moreinthe extraordinary metcie 
of God, then their will, that he was 
not tyed with his laſt bonds: Such 
is the goodnels of the Almighrie, 
that he turnesthe cruell intentions 
of wicked men to an aduantage. 


Now theſe Iewes that might | 
haue ler the{clues looſe from their 
owne bondage, are birding their 
Dchuerer, whom yet they knew 
able to haue reſiſted, Inthe grea- 


reſt ſtrength, there is v(e of pati- 


\Fclfe viRorioully .'Euen ſo; O Sa- 


ence; There was more fortitude 
a this ſuffering,then in his former 
ations ; Sampſon abidesto be tied 
by his owne'countrymen, that hee 
may hauethe glory oftteenghim 


uour, our berter-Nazarite ; thou! 
has which'. 


| Contemplations, p: Libro, 


| ure ro ſee bound. Is is the ſport c 


| which could(t haue called to thy 


| ]Father, and hauc had twelue legt- 


| ons of Angels for thy reſcue, 
wouldſt be bound yoluntarily,that 


(ed Martyts were racked, 8 would 
not beloſed, becauſe they expec- 


nor as well ready to ſuffer ill, as to 
doe good, wee are not fit for the 
conſecration of God. 


To ſee Sampſon thus ſtrongly 
manicled , and expoſed to their 
tull reuenge, could not but bee 

glad ſpetacle rotheſe Philiſtims; 
& their ioy was ſo tull, that it couk 
'not but flie forth of cheir mourhe 

in ſhouting and laughter ; whon 
they ſaw looſe withterrorgit is ple 


the 


—— —__ 


thou mightſt rriumph; Sothe bleſ- 


red a betrer reſurteRion : If we be! 


— — 
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the ſpirituall Philiſtims, to ſee any! 
of Gods Nazarites fettered with 
the cords of iniquitie; ' and their |; 
Imps are ready to ſay, Aha, fo! 
would wee haue it, Buttheeuene | 
anſwers their falſe ioy; with thar | 
clauſe oftriumph, Rezoyce not ower | 
me, O mine enemy : tho Ffall, yet I| 
[ballriſe agame, How ſoone vvas 
the countenance of-theſe Phili- | 
ſtims chatged,, and their ſhouts 
rurn'd into ſhriekings? The /pirit of 


| mighty ? His new bondsare asflax | 


the Lord came vpon Sampſon, and 
then, what are cords to the Al-\, 


— —— 


burnt with fire; and he rouzes vp 
himſclfe, like that young Lion 
whom he firſt incountred, & flyes 
ypon thoſe cowardly aduerſaries, 
who if they had not ſeen his cords, | 
durſt not haue ſcene his face. If 

R 3 they | 


——_ 
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= IT 


they hadeen ſo many diucls., as 
men, they-gould nor haye (tgad 
beforarhar ſpirit, which lifted vp 
the hart hand of Sewpſop.. Wic- 
ked mexneyer (cefairer proſpeR, 
then whep they, are vponthe verie 
threſhold of.deſtruQion ; Securi- 
ge and Ryine, are fo cloſe borde- 
ring vpon each other, that where} |, 
we ſee the face of the one,we may |; 
be ſure the other is at his backe. Fl |, 
Thus didſtthou, O bleſſed Saui- A 
ons when thou wert faſtned to the 
Croſle,, when thou Jayeſt bound 
in_ahe -graug, with the cords. of 
death; m_ s did{t thou miraculoul- 
ly.caiſe vp.zhy ſelfe, .and yanquili 
thine enemies, and lead caprivirieh pj. 
captiue ;;Thus do all zhy.holy oneifl the 
whenxhey ſeem molt forſaken , & ' Ie 
laid open to the inſulation of h wh 
world, 


þx0k 
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ken » CF fiſt char contempnible Engine , 


n of the] yhich hathmovy left a thouſand 
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} place. All the ſwords and ſhields of } 
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world, finde thy ſpirit mightie ro 
their deliucrance,and the diſcom- 
fiture of their malicious aduerſa- 
ces, * MO 


Thoſe three thouſand Ifraclites 
were not (o ill aduiſed,as. to.come 
into the rock vnweaponed, to 
apprehend Sampſon; Sampſonther- 
fore might hauc had his chaice of 
ſwords, or ſpeares, for this skir- 
miſh with the Philiſtims, ; yet hee 
leaues all the munition of Iſracl,& 
hnding the new jaw-bone ob an 
Aﬀe, takes thatyp in his hand,and 
with that baſe inſtrument ofdeath, 


ſends | 1000- Philiſtimes to [their 


the armed Philiſims, cannor re- 


bodies 


— _ td. A I _—— —————— 
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bodies , 2s dead as the-carcaſle of th 
that beaſt, whoſe bone ir was. This| | | ft 
th 


n 


viaory wASnOt 


i» of God, which moued the wea- 

pon in the ArMc- th 
| meanes bee weake , yet tou art 
| frong ; Through God WE ſhal do | {a) 
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in the weapon, Was 


ot in the arme * :- wasin the Ip 


O God, if the 


carats; Yeal can do all things\ | 


g 
throveh him that ſtrengrheneth 
me. Secſt thou aP 


gore Chriſtian), ] 


which by weake counſell hath ob-! of 


rained to Ouercome A tenration, 
there is the Philiſtim "vanquiſht hi 
with a ſory iaw-Þonic- {: 


5.10, 


e of 
This 
|, Was 
> (pi- 
wea- 
f rhe 
u art 
al do; 
things 
cnerth 
+ſhan, 
th ob- | 
ration, 


1quiſht 


.re thusÞ2d is of a weapon of offence, tur- 
orious;Þcd into a'vvell of water : He that 


| mcar 


mirituallfacl, ferches it our of a bone for 
nold, 48Þ4mp/on, What 1s nor poſbible to 
the | 
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the three thouſands of Iuda ſtood 
ſtill gazing with their weapons in 
their binds, while Sampſon alone 
ſubducd the Philiſtims; ſo did men 
and Angels ſtand looking vpon 
the glorious archieuements of the 


Sonne of God, who might iuſtlie 
lay, I haue trode the Wine-preſoe 4- 
lone. 


Both the Sawp/ons complained 
of thirſt ; The ſame G O D which 
gauc his Champion victory, gaue 
him alſo refreſhing; and by the 
lame meanes ; The ſame bone 


yeelds him both conqueſt, & life; 


etcht water our of the flint for I{- 


the 
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| | cheinfinite powerofthat Al 

tic ES made. all _ 
of nothing 2 He cah giue S4mpſon 
hony from the mouth of theLionj 
and water from the mouth' of 'the 
Aſſe. Who would nor cheerfully 
depend yponthat God,which.cad 
ferch moiſture our of —_— 
lite our of death ? 


—_—— 


Re <= 


fn End. 
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L "Cannot wonder.morear 
W Sam p/ons. Rrengrh then 
ft LS his lunch. He that 
*:be oanneto caſtaway his 
loue po a hf ofthe Phaliftims, | 
g0&5an.to miſspenditumſelte. wp+ 
"Hon the harkors gf the Ptuliſtims: 
_ "Hee that: dif) not formuch over | 

= comethe men; as the' women o- 
Eucrcome him, His affections blins 
ded him/firſt, ere the Philiſtims 
could docir: would heelſc, after 
Jthe; «fluſton of fo' much of their 
bloud,hauc ſuffered hisJuſt to car- 

" 4#'y himwithio their walls, as one 
; that 


_— _—_— 
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that cared .more tor tus 

then his lite? Oh ſtrange Iban- 
chedneſlc, and preſumption of a 
Nazarite : The Philiſtims are vpin 
Armes to kill/him; he offers him- 
ſelfe ro their Cirie, to their ſtewes, 
and dares expoſe his lite to! one of 
their harlors, wh6 hee had 

tered. I would haue looks to 
have ſeen him berake himſclfe ro 
his ſtronger-rock; then that of 'E- 
tam, and by his auſtere deuotion, 
to ſceke proreRion' of him of 
whom he receiged ſtrength : but 
| now, as if hee had forgotrerihis 
conſecration, I finde him'rurnd 
Philiſtim for his bed, and of a Na-| 
| zarite, ſcarce aimay, ln vain doth 
hee nouriſh his haite , whites hee 
feedes theſe patsions. How viual- 
ly doc vigorof body, andinifirmi- 


rich 


__—. 


—_— —— 


[Lib.10. Sampſons end. 


ne of minde lodge vnder one 
roofe 2 On the contrary, a weariſh 
our-ſide is a ſtrong motiue to 
pen” r4e7 : Sampſons victories | 
haue ſubdued him, & haue made 

him firſt a laue to leud defires, & 
then'to the Phuliſtims. I may ſafe- 
ly ſay, that mgre veſſels miſcarrie 
with a faire gale, then with a tem- 


peſt, - 


| - Yet was not Sampſon ſo blinded | 
with Juſt, as nor ar all to looke be- 
fore him; he foreſaw the mornin 

would be dangerous, the bed of 


his fornication therefore could 


fl | bold him no longer the midnight; 


then he riſes, & in a mock of thoſe 
ambuſhes which the Azabites laid 
for him, he carries away the gares 
wherein they thought to haue in- 
| caged 


ds 


On” I I —_— 
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caged him. lt a rempration haue 
drawn vs.afide;'to lic down 1ofin, 
itis bappy forvs if we cananſeerc 
wee be turpriſed with iudgement., 
Sampſon had not left his ſtrength in 


|rhebed of anharlot; neither had\} © 


that God which gaue ithimyſtripr| *: 
him of it with his clothes, when he] du 
layd him down in vnelcaneneſle:| 
His mercy vſes not to take yan- 
taze of our vnwoorthineſle, bur e- 
uen when we caſt him off, holds vs 
taſt. That bountifull hand leaucs}. 
vs rich of common graces, when 
we haue mi{-ſpentour better ſtore: 
Like as ourfirlt Parents, whentheyFl. if 
had ſpoiled themſelues of :the mw 
image of their Creator, yet were, 
letr vvealthic- ot; noble faculties nd r 


of the ſpule, - [phe 
9r] op 


Ha) Lib.z0. Sampſons ond. 

Vin. I hnde Samp/on come off from | 

oſin, his ſine with ſafety ; he runnes a- 

_ 3; lightly with an heauier weight 

pa] then c gates of. Azzab, the bur- 
:1 || den of an ill aR.. Preſent impunity 

oe 41] 2rgucs not an abatement of the 


arivt wickedneſs of his finne, or of the 

P © diſlike of God ; nothing is (o wor- 
thy of pitty, as a ſinners peace : 
"© Good 1s not therefore good be- 
cauſe it proſpers, but becauſe it is 
commaunded; Euill is not cuil be- 
cauſc it is puniſhed, bur becauſe ir 


s forbidden. 


It the holy Parents of Samp/on, 
wed to ſce theſe ourrages oftheir 
azarite, I doubt whether they 
lid not repent them of their ioy 
. FSohearenewes of a ſonne. Iris a 
_. , jÞame toſec how hee that might 


nor 


_—_— 
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not drinke wine, 1s drunk with the 
cup of fornications; His luſt car-j{} , 
ries him from Azzabto theplainof 
Sorch, & now hath founda Dab- 
- | lab, that ſhall pay him for all his 
former vncleaneneſs. Sin is teepe|f} / 
and {lippery ; andit after one fall |, 
we haue tound where ro ſtand, it |; 

o 


is the praiſe , nor-of our footing, 
bur of the hand of God. 


( 


m1 

The Princes of the Philiſtims | c: 
knew already where Samp/of | te: 
weakeneſs lay , though nor hidf]T; 
ſtrength; and rherfore they would}no 
enriſe his harlor by gifts, ro entil: 
him by her daliance,to betray hinfff \ 
ſelfe. Itis no maruel],it hee whicl mo! 
would be filchy, wold be alſo per Te/ 
hdious. How could Samp/ſonchul@ech,; 
bur thinke, if luſt had not bets; 


—— 


witch 


nd, 
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| VVas there euet ſuch. another 


th,es wherwith thou rhaiſ} be bound | 
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witched him, Shee whoſe bodie is 
mercenary to mee, will caſily fell 
me to others; Shee wilt be falſe, if 
(he will be an barlot? A wide con- 
ſcience will ſwallow any fin:Thoſe 
that haue once thrall'drhemſclues 
ro a knownecuill, can make no 0- 
cher difference of Gnnes, bur their 
owne lofle, or aduantage: A lyer 
wil fteale ; a theete can kilza cruell 
man can be a Traytor ; a drunkard 
can fallihe ; wickednefſe once en- 
rertained, can put on any ſhape: 
Truſt him in nothing, that makes 
not a conſcience of cuery thing. 


motion made to arcaſonable man? 
Tell me wherem thy preat ſtrength bi- | 


to doe thee butt: VVho would not 
S have" 


—_——— — 
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haue ſpurned tuch a furor out of 
doores e Whar wil nor impudency* 
aske, or ſtupidiric receiue? Hee 
thatkilled the rhouſand Philiſtims) 
tor coming to binde him, indures| 
this harlot of the Philiſtims to con-; 
ſult with himſclfe of binding him ; 
and when vpon the triall ot a falſe 
anſwer ; hee ſaw ſo apparent tre- 
chery, yet wilfully berrayes his life 
by her, ro his enctnies: All finnes, 
all paſsions have power toinfatu- 
ace a man; bur luſt moſt of all. Ne- 
ucr manthat had drunke flagons| 
of wine, had leſſe reaſon, then this} 
Nazarite ; Many a one loſes his| 
lite: burthis caſts it away ; notin 
hatred of him(clfe,burin louc ro al 
ſtrumper: We wonder thar a man 
could poſsibly beſo forth, & ye 
we our ſelucs by tentarion becom 
no 


——— 
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no lefle infenſate ; Sintul pleaſures 
like a common Dalab, lodec in 
our boſoms, we knowe they aime 
at nothing but the death of our 
ſoule ; we wil yeeld to them, & die: 
Euery willing'ſinner is a Sawp/on ; 
let vs notinucy againſt his fake 
loſnes, but our owne: Nothing is 


ſo grolle 8&vnreaſonable to a well 
diſpoſed thitide, which tentarion 
will not repreſentfir,and plauſible: 
No ſoule can out of this” owne 
ſtrength,ſecure himſelte from thar 
lin'which he moſt derefteth. 


Asan hood-winkt man ſees ſom 
little glimmering of light, bur nor 
enough to guide him; ſo did Samp- 
on, who, had reaſon cnough left 
nmro make triall of Da/Hab, by a 

rafty miſ-information; butnot e- 


Sz nough 


[' 26 $ 


CG T0 


] 
| 
| 


- | pardon, yetthriſe is deſperate, 


nough ypon that tryall,to diſtruſt, 
and hare her ; hee had not wit e- 
nough to deceiue herthriſe; not e- 
nough ro keepe himſelfe from be- 
ing Jeceined by her. It is not fo 
great wiſedom to proue the whom 
wee diſtruſt, as it is folly ro rruſt|F |, 
them whom wee have found tre- c 
cherous : Thriſe had the ſeene the 
Philiſtims in her chamber , ready 
to ſuſpriſe him, vpon her bonds; 
and yet will needs be a {laue to his 
Traytor, Warning not taken, is a| 
certaine preſage of deſtruion; 
and if once negleaed it receiue 


| | W wit! 
VVhat man would euer play ofh 
thus with his owne ruine ? His har (elf; 
lot bindes him;and calls-in her cxbgn 


ecutionersto cut his throat; heefinq,, 


riſ 
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ruſt, 
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ters them to carry away theirs, in 
peace. Where is the courage of 
Samp/on? Where his zeale2 Hee 
that killed the Philiſtims for their 
clothes ; Hee that(lew a thouſand 
of theminthe field ar once; in this 
quarrell, now ſuffers them in his 
chamber vnreuenged. Whence is 
chis? His hands were ſtrong, bur 
his hart was effeminate ; his barlor 
had diuerted his affteRtion. Who- 
ſoeuer (lackens the raines to his! 
ſenſuall apperire, ſhall ſoone grow 


Y vithics, the new ropes, the woofe 
er play of his haire, & yer ſtill ſuffers him- 
Ais har 

i her c | 
JAT ; 1%) 


vnfirre for the calling of G OD. 
Sampſon hath broke the greene 


ſelfe fetrered with thoſe inuilible 
bonds of an harlots loue ; and can 
indure her to ſay, How canf? chow 


riſes ro ſaue his owne life, and ſut-] 


S3 ſay, 


mm 


ko OM oa —_ —— 


Contemplations, Lib.1 ol 
[ay, I loue thee, whenthy hart is not 
with mee ; thou baſt mocked me theſe 
three tzmes : \Nheras he ſhould ra- 
ther have ſaid ro her'; How canſt 
thou challenge any Joue from me, 
that haſtthisrhriſe ſoughe my life? 
Orcanſt thou thinke my mocks a 
ſufficient revenge of this treche- 
rie? Butcontrarily, he melts at this 
fire; and by her importunare inſ1- i 
nuations, 15 wrought againſt him- 
ſelfe. Wearineſle of foliciration, 
hath won ſome to thoſe a&ions 
whichatthe firſt motion rhey de- 
ſpiſed 3 like as wee ſee ſome ſurors 
are diſpatch, nor-for the equity 6f 
the-cauſe;, but the trouble of th 
proſccution ; becauſe. it is more 
ealic .to yeelde , ngt- more res 
ſonable. - It 15 more ſafe to keept 


our.ſclues out of the noyſe of ſug 
geſho 


10. 
s not | 
theſe 
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geſtions, then to ſtand vpon our! 
power of denial]. | | 


Whocan pirty the loſſe of thar 
ſtrength which was ſo abuſed?who 
can pitty him the loſs of his locks, 
which after ſo many warnings can | 
{leepe inthe lappe of Datilab? Itis 
bur 1uſt that he ſhould riſevp from | 
thence, ſhaucnand feeble; not a | 
Nazarite , ſcarce a min. If his 
ſtrength had lyen in his hair,ithad 
been our of himſelfe; it was nor 
therefore in his locks, it was in his 
conſecration, whereof that haire 
was a ſigne. If the razor had came 
ſooner ypon his head, he had cea- 
ſed to be a Nazarite; and the gift 
of God had at once ceaſed, vyvirh | 
the calling of GOD; nor for the | 
want of that excretion, but for the | 

wanr 


— 
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wanr of obedience. It God with- 
drawe his graces, when hee is too 
much prouoked, who can com- 
plain of his mercic > He that ſleeps 
in ſin, muſt Joke to wake in lofts, 
and weakeneſs. Could Sampſon 
thinke, Though I tell her my 
ſtrength lies in my haire, yer ſhee 
will not cut it ; or though ſhee doe 
| cur my haire, yerſhal I nor loſemy 
ſtrength ; that now hee riſes and 
(hakes himſelfe in hope of his for- 
mer vigor ? Cuſtome of ſucceſle, 
makes men confident 1n their (ins, 
and cauſes rhemro- miſtake an ar- 
bitrary tenure for a perpetuity. 


His cyes were the farſt offen- 
ders, which betrayed him to Juſt: 
and now they arefirſt pull'd our; 


and he is ledde a blind capriue to 


Azzah, 
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Axz4%, where hee was firſt capri- 
ued to his luſt. The Azzahiter, 
which lately faw him not withour 
terror, running lightly away with 
their gares at mid-night, ſee him 
10w in his owne perperuall night, 
ſtruggling with his chaines: and 
that he may not want paine, toge- 
ther with his bondage, hee muſt 
grind in his priſon. ? 


As hee paſſedrhe ſtreet, cuery 
boy of the Philiſtims could throw 
ſtones ar him,cpery woman could 
laugh, and ſhout at him; and what 
one Philiſtim doth not ſay, whiles 
he laſhes him vnto bloud, There 
is for my brother, or my kin{man, 
whom Tow lleweſt. Who can look | 
to runne away witha ſine, when 


Sampſon a Nazarite is thus pla- 
gued? 


— 
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| | faw licentiouly , then now, thar 


ucd 2 \ This great hart could not 
pu have broken with indignati- 
on, if it had not pacificd it felfe 
with the conſcience of the iult de- 
ſertofall this vengeance. 


Ir-is better for Sampſon to bee 
blinde in priſon, then to abuſe his 
y_ in Sorek: yea , I may ſafclic 

ſay, hee was more blinde when he 


hee ſees not; Hee was a greater 
laue when hee ſerued his affcRi- 
ons, then now in grinding forthe 
Philiſtims . The Foſſe of his eyes 


ſhowes him his fin ; neither could 
hee ſee how ill hee had done, = 
hee {aw nor. 


Ewveg yet, ſtillche God of mercy 
lookt yponthe blindneſs of Samp- 


ſon, | 


bee 
e his 
afclic 
enhe 
, that 
"cater 
feai- 
or the 
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e, till] 
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|to their Dagon; and, as thoſe that 


[ro differ little from deſertions; yer 
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/on, andintheſe ferters enlargerh 
his heart from the worſe priſon of 
his finne; His haire grew together 
with his repentance,& his ſtren 

with his haire. Gods merciful hu- 
miltarions of his owne, are ſome- 
times ſo ſeuere, that they ſeeme 


at the worſt, he loucs vs bleeding: 
& whenwe haue ſmarted wang 4 


their Davlab,had deliverd Samp- 


wee {hall feelc it. 


VVhat thanktfull Idolaters were 
theſe Philiftims 2 They could nor 
bur knowe, that their bribes, and 


{ontorhem, and yerthey ſacrifice 
would be liberall in caſting fauors 


vpon a ſcnſ(clefle Idol (ot vvhom 
they could receiue none) they cry 


our, 


li 
tt 
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our, Our God bath delwered our e- 
nemy into our hands. Where yvas 
their Dagon, when a thouſand of 


his clienrs were flaine with an afles 
iaw? There was more ſtrength in 
that bone, then in all rhe makers 
ofthis God ; 'and yer theſe _yaine 
Pagans ſay, Owr Go. Itis the qua- 


line of Superſtition to miſ-incer- 


pretall cuents, aud to feedir ſelfe 

with the conceit of thoſe fauours, 

which are fo farre from beeing| F }® 
done, that their Authors vevyer b 
were, Why doe not we fearn zcale| } | 4: 
of [dolaters? And ifthey beſo for-| {| |< 
ward in acknowledgemer of their hi 
delincrances to a falſe deitic ; how | Þ | W! 
cheerefully ſhould we aſcribe ours| & | *0 
ro the true? O Gad, whatſocuer |} | $7« 


be the meanes, thou art the Au- 


thor of all our ſucceſſe: Oh rhar 


men 


Lib.ao.  Sampſons end. 


men would praiſc the Lord tor his 
goodnes,andrell the wonders that 
he doth for the ſonnes ofmen 1 


No Muſician would ſerue for 
this feaſt, bur Sampſon; hee muſt 
[now bee their ſport, which was 
once their terror; that hee might 
want no ſorrow, ſcorne is added 
to his miſerie : Eucry wit , and 
hand playes vpon him; Who is 
not readic to caſt his bone, and 
his teſt at ſuch a captive 2 So as 
dotſbtleſſe hee wiſht himſelfe no 
lefſe deafe , then blinde, and thar 
his ſoule mighe have gone out 
with his eyes. Oppreſsion is able 
to make a wiſe man mad:and the 
greater the courage is, the more 


pain{ull the inſultation, 


Now | 


Now Samp/on 1s puniſhed, ſhall! 
the Philiſtims eſcape? Itthe iudge- 
menrof God beginne at his'own, 
whar ſhall becom of his enemies? 


This aduantage ſhal Samp/on make | 
of their ryranny, that now death is 
no puniſhment ro him, his ſoule| 


(hall lie foorth in this bitremeſle, 
without pain ; & that his dying re- 
uenge ſhal be no leſs ſweet to 4 
thenthe liberty of his former life : 
He could nor bur feel God mockrt 
rhrough him ; and thertore whiles 
they are ſcoffing, hee prayes - his 
ſeriouſneſs hopes ro pay them fbr| 
all thoſe ieſts. It he could haue bin 
thus earneſt with God, in his pro- 
ſperiry,the Philiſtims had vyaired 
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this laughing ſtock : No devotion 
is ſo feruent, as that which ariſes 
trs exrremity ; O LordGoa, 1 pray| 


ad | 


—_ — 
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thee rhink vpon me ; O God I beſeech | 
thee ſtrengthen mee at this tine onely. | 
Tho Sampſons haire were ſhorter; | 
yerhe knew Gods hand was not; | 
as cuc therefore that had yer eyes | 
crow to ſee him rbat was inviſible, | 
and whoſe taith was recovered be- | 
tore his ſtrength, -hee ſues ro thar 
God,which was a party in this in- 
dignitic, for power to revenge his f 
wrongs, more then his owne-: Iris 
zcale that moues him,and not ma- 


lice ;hs renued faith rellshimythar 


| Iifl:ms : & reaſon rells him, that his 


/anred 
uvoUuUon 
\ ari(es 


1 proy\ id body, thathisdemh may bes | 
the 


 LrrrrSrern——_ 


he was deſtin'd ro: plague the Phi- 


— I—_—_—_— — —  — 


blindnes puts him our of the hope 
of ſuch anotheroportunity. Knows | 


ing therefore, that this play of the | 


Pluliftims muſt end in-his deathghe | 
recollects all the forces of his ſoule 


puniſh- 


Dm 
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andthar his ſoule may bee more 
vidorious inthe parting , then, in 
the animatiori : and ſo addreflcs 
himſclfe bothro-die, and kill ; as 
one,whole ſoule ſhall nor feele his 
owndiflolution, whiles i ſhal car- 
ry ſo many ghouſand Philiſtims 
with itro the pir- All the aQs of 
Sampſon are tor wonder , not for 
imitation : So didſt thou ; O bleb 
ſed Sauiour, our _ Sampſon, 
conquer in dying; and triumphit 

—— the charrior of the may” 
didſt lead capriuiry captive ; The 


law, (in, death, hell, had neuer bin 


|\puniſhment in ſteed. of a diſport; 


vanquiſhr, but by thy death ; All 
our life, liberty ;and glory,ſprings 
ont of thy moſt precious blond, /| 


Mit 


_—_— 


Michaes ldolatrie.. 


goe HE mother af. Micha 
2 hath loſt her fluer, and 

$2) 9) nowihefalls rocurſing: 
awW>6i4;he did afterwards but 
changethe forme of her God;;her 
filuer washer God, cremtdid put 


ſhe had norfomuch curſed taloſe 
it; if it had not ro much poflcfied 


her inthokeeping. A:carnallhart | 


cannot forgoe that wherein-ir de- 


lights, without impatience;-can- | 


$ | bor be imparienr,vvithour curſes: 
whereas the man that hath learned 


onthe faſhion.of an Image ; Elſe | 


=” mM. od oa . Ye ua acodgm and —_— 


toinioy GOD, and viethe world, | 
STU 0 : 2 ſmiles x 


——— 


_— 


m—_ 
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[ſales ara ſipwrack, and pirries| 
a theete, and cannot curſe, but 


pray. 
Micha had (o little grace , as to 


ſeale from his mother ; and that 
out of wantonneſle, not out of ne- 
ceſsity; for, if ſhee had not been 
rich,ſo much could nor haue been 
ſtoln from hcrz and now,hee hath 
ſo much grace asto reſtore « ; her 
curſes haue fetchr again. her trea- 
ſures ; Hee cannot ſo much loue 
the mony, as hee feares her impre- 
cations; Wealth ſeemes too deare 


bought wirh a curſe ; Tho his fins 
gers were falſe , yet his heart was 
render, Many that make not cons | 
ſcience of committing finne, yet! 


make conſcience of facing it : Itis 


[well for chem , that they are but 


nouices | 4 


* 
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nouices incuill; rhofe whom cu- 
ſome harh fleſhed in finne, can ci- 


{ther deny and forfweare,or excuſe | 


and defend it »their ſeared hearrs 
cannot fecle-the:gnawing of any 
remorſe ; and their forhcad hath 
learned1o be as impudent,astheir 


hart is ſenſclels. 


I ſeeno argumem of any holi- 
nefſe inthe mother of Micha; Her 
curſes were ſinneto her ſelfe, yer 
Micha dares notbur fearc them. I 
knowe norwherher the cauſcleſfe 
cufſe be more worthy of-pitty, or 
derifion ; ithurts the author. ; nor 
bis aduerſary-:1but the deſernued 
eurſes, tharfall encnafrom vnholy 
mouthes, are worthy to be feared: 
How much more ſhould a man 


hold himfcltc'blaſted withrhe iuſt 


Tz 1mpre- 


——u———— tl. Mt. Pn 
_ _ 


. (Comterplations. Lib, 10. 


 Vehar ſhall we fayiroche palate of 


beftinthoſe, whichare ftoln from 


ttt RO" en de bd COE_E_CEE—-. ADC. EEE. AG 


| imprecations ofthe godlie 2 Whar 
metal are thoſe made of, that can 
applaude themſclucs in the bitter 


reioyce in theſe'{ignes of their 
—_ —— INT 


Neither yet was Mzcha more 
ſriken with his mothers curſes, 
thenwith the conſcience of :facry- 
ledgeſa ſooneas:he findesthere 
was a purpoſc at deuotion w1lis 
rrealurc, he daresnotconcealen; 
rathe preiudice (as hethought)ef 
G © Di, more then af his mother; 


choſe men, which as they frndo! no 
good rchſh burinſftolmwaters;ſ6 


the founcaine of God? How foone 
+ 1 hath 


curſes which their | oppreſsions 
' | bane wrung tromrhepoore;;and| 


Libro: Michaes raolatry. 2.85 
hath the old woman changed her 
note? Euen now ſhe paſſed ah 1f1- 
definite curſe vypon her ſonte for | 
ſtealing ; and now hee bleſſss him 
abſolurely, for reſtoring,” Bkfed | 
be my ſonne of the Lord. Shee Wrath | 
forgorren the thefr, when ſhee ſees | 
thereſticurion ; How much'inbte | 
ſhallthe God of mercics be wore | 
pleaſed with 6urcconfeſsion;”then | 
prouocked withbut firine? /--!! 
(1I2V Dit. 11 aid 2 of 

[doubt not but this ſilver; *nd 
this ſuperſtition 'came-out-of E- 
gypt, togetlist:withth+ niother of 
Micha , This hiſtory is not{oJare | 
in rime, asin place;-for the Tribe | 
of Dan was not yet ſcrled in that 
firſt diuiſion of the promiſed land; 
(o asthisold woman hadſeetiborh 
the Idolatry of Egypt, &the'gol- 

| j 4 


3 den 


i —. — — 


- 
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| | 


| 


| fliged ypon her brethren, for that 


| BYPH, 


den caltc in the wilderneſſe; and 
no doubt contributed ſome of her 
carings to that Deity ; and after 
all theplagues which ſhee ſaw in- 


Idol of Horeb, and Baal-Peor, ſhe 
ſtil reſerues a ſecretloue ro ſuper- 
ſition, and now ſhowes «When 
miſ{-religion hath once poſſeſſed it 
ſelfe of the hart,ir, is yery hardly 
clenſed out ; but {like the plague) 
it will hang in the very clothes, & 
after gs, fr breake forth in 
an vnexpeatcd infeRion ; and old 
wood is the aptelt rotake this fire: 
Atter all the ayringin the Deſert, 
Michaes' mother. will ſmell of E- 


Irhadbocn berterche filyerhad 
been ſtoln then thus beſtowed; for 


now 


2 0 & & =X oa I ——— 


land if ſhee had not thought this 


| 


[Lib.xro. Michaes idolatry. 


287 


now they haue ſo imployed ir,chat | 
it hath ſtola away their harts from 
G OD;aand yet, while it is molten 
intoan Ima thinke ir dedi- 
cated to the Lord ; If Religion 
might be iudged according to the 
intention, there ſhould ſcarce be 
any idolatry in the world.. This 
woman loucd her filuer enough; 


coſtly picty , worth thanks, ſhee 
knew which way to hauc zimploied: 
her ſtocke to aduantage: Euen c- 
uill aRions haue oft-rimes good 
meanings , and thoſe good mea- 
nings arc anſwered with euill re- 
compences; Many a one beſtows 
their coſt,their labour,their blood, 
and recciues torment in ſtced of 
thanks. 


Behold 


— _— 


i 


© « 
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Behold a ſuperſtitious ſon of a 
ſuperſtitions mother ; She makey 
a God, and hee haibours i it; Yea, 
(as the fireame' is cortifrionly broa- 
der then the head) he'exceedes his 
mother in euill : He hath anhoufe 
of Gods, an Ephod, Feraphin ; & 
that hemighr be complere in hig 
deuotion, he makes his ſonne his 
Prieft, and feoffes thar finne vypon 
his ſonme:which he recciued from 
his mother . Thoſe finnes vyhich 
nature convayes not to vs, wee 
baue by imitation ; Every a@ion 
and'gefture of the Parents , is an 
exatyple to the child ; and the m6+ 


[ther,as ſhe is more render over her 
H{otme;ſo by the power of a rec. 


procall loue, ſhe can” worke mot 
vpon| hisinclination ; Whenceit 
char In i the hiſtory of the Iſracliri 


Kings 


_—Y _ 
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Kings, the mothers natne is com- 
(monly noted : and as ciuilly, fo al- 
ſo morally, The bitth follbw& the 
belly; Thoſe ſonnes may. bleffe 
their ſecond birth, that are detifie- 
red from the ſmnes of thelx edu- 
cation. Ry Weg 


Who cannot but chinke ae he 
Mrcba over-lobke alt tiis fellow1f- 
raelites, and thought rhem- pro-: 
fafie ahd godlcfſe* th eorfipariſon | | 
of linnſelfe 2 How did hee ſecretly 
clap himſclfe onthe breaſt, as the 
uy whoſe' happineſſe it was to 
$ religion from all the rribes 


[ofiaer; atid lirrte can imagine, 
| tharthe further hee Lo 


ourot tlie way. Can an(fraelire be | 


thus Paganiſh 2 O Mzche! how 
harh ſuperſtirion bewirched thee, 


— —_— --- ——_—— -- 


that | 


| | 2.90 7 TE  Contempations . 
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- { rcharthou canſt nar ſee rebellion 
m epery of theſe ations, yeain e- 
|-yery..circumſtance , rebellion? |ff | 
1 What, more Gods then one? Anlf | 
| hoaſe of Gods, beſide God f [i 
[ houſe? An Image of filuer ro'the 

muifible G OD? An Ephod,and 
{ no Prieſt? A Prieſt beſides the fa-| 


mily of Las? AiPrieſt of rhinel [d 
| owne begerting,of thine owncor|ll | 
| ſecration? What. monſters doothlff | ar 

mans imagination produce when [th 

itis forſakenof God2 It is wel ſcen[he 
there isno King in Iſracll ;. If God|tia 
had been their King, his lawes badY[lec 
| ruled them: If Moſes or Toſoua-hadf{the 
been.cheir King, their ſword: hadff}rig 
awcd them, If aay other,the cout-Y[Le: 
| {cs.of I{racl.cou}d not haue beeaff/ An 


ſa headleſſe. We arc beholdep wi uite 
| Gogernmear for order,tor peace Ch, 
w fol 


— m— 
— — 
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tor religion ;. Where there is no 
King, cuery one will bee a King, 
yea a Godto himſelte; VVee arc 
worthy of nothing but contuſion, 
if we bleſſe nor G-O D forautho- 
ritic, x 


$ | Itis no maruell if Leuites wan- 

| dred for maintenance, whiles there 

0-1 | was.D0 King in Ifracl-; The tiches 
{| and offcrings. were their dye; if 


theſe had been paid, none of the 
holy Tribe needed to ſhift his ſta- 
tion. Eucn vvhere royall power 
[ſeconds the clainie. of the Levite, 
the iniuſtice of men ſhortens his! 
right. What ſhould becow of the 
Leuites if there; were no. King?: 
And what of the Church-if no Le-+ 


C 


—_ 


| 
| 


—__ —_— — a. MS. 


———__ —_—_— 
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rentchilde hue-withour a Nurſe? 
Kmgs ſhall bethy nurſing fachers, 
and Queens thy nurſes, ſarth God, 
Nothing more areues the. difot- 
det of any Church,or the decay of 
religion, then the forced ſtraglihg 
of rhe Leuites, There is hope of 
growth, when Meche rides to ftck 
a Leuicc ; bur' vevhen-he-Lboite 
comes to ſcek a ferviteof Mich, 
ixisa igne of piping doaugong 
Micha was no obfeure many ll 
Mouhr Ephraim- could nor but 
rake norice-of his" domeſtic 
Gods" This Ledite could not bit 
heart of his diſpoſition, ofhismif 
$pverion ;*y8r' vimme of mhaltte: 
mahes jin6 He then confſcientt 
draw&s him on,rathe danger of J 


ideldtrom patronage”: Holinefs? 


— — wt | 
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nor rycd to any profeſsion ; Hap- 
piewere it for the Church , if the 
Clergy could bea priuiledge from 
leudnefſe. When need meets with 
ynconſcionableneſs, all condiri- 
ons are caſily '{wallowed ; ' of vo- 
laiytull entrances; of wicked cxe- 
cutions: Ten ſhekels,andaſure of 
apparel, and his diet,arc good wa- 
gesfora needy-Levite, Hee that 
could beſtowelteuen hundred ſhe- 


kols pon hispoppers, can afford 
butzento his Priefh: ſo harhhee ar 
dnc&a rich Tdoll; and a beggerlic 
Prieft; Whofoerer affeasro ſerve 


ot Vi God, good cheape, ſhowes ; rhar | 

1s AY line brakes G © D bur rftvlvro 
af 1g 1} eaſe O 

cle SHR | i & M 

« ft ' Yn enc Hbde #kindePawoi; 
ANCST tho” 'nor liberal y Hee callythe: 
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' [rar Micha made: a ſhift vvith thelf |< 


*|Preeſt: Thereford,whiles hisPrief 


young Leuite his father, and vles 
him as his ſonne; & what he wants 
in means, ſupplies in afteQion. I 
were happy , if Cliriſtians could 
imitatethe.loue of Tdolaters, to- 
wards them which ſerue at the Al. 


Priefihoodot his awne ſonne z yer 
that his heart checks hin in it, ap- 
peares, both by the change, & hz 
contentment in the change ; Nt 

I knowe that the Lerd wil be goed | 
mee , ſeemg I bane 4 Leuite ro:m(ff | 


was noLcuite, hee (ces there wat} (a 
cauſc,why G O D ſhould not bee{ wh 
goodto him; If the'Leuie had not} lay 
comne to offer his ſcruice, Mzchati| 200 


ſonne had been a lawfull Pri 
Many times the.confcience rutte 


away ſmoothly with an vn 


— cp. 4 
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table ation, and reſts ir ſelfe pon 
thoſe grounds, which afterward ir | 
(ees cauſe ro condemne.lr is a ſure | 
way therfore to informe our {clues 
throughly cre we ſettle our choice, 
that wee be not driven to reverfe 
our as with late ſhame, and vn- 
profitable repentance. | 


Now did Mzchs beginne to y 
ſome httleghmpſe of his owner- 
af | ror ; He ſaw his Prieſthood faultic, 
ill | he law not the faules ot his:Ephod, 
ielf | of bis-lmages, of his Gods , A 
(as if he thoughtall had been wel 
| when hee hat amended one,) cc 
layes, Now I know the Lord, 
200d Fo mee. The carnall barpplea- 
les it (elfe with an-outward forma- 
licie ; and fo delights ro flarger.It 


{clte, as that it thinks , it one cir 
cum- 


—— —— w_ 
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| chis young Levite; and are oladts 


cendftaniet be = way car 
bo ariſe, 
21S 21 11, + 

20 Fte was at ehiss dine endedii 
cotrupred ; yet the (pyes of the 
Danites had taken fiotice euch of 


make vic of his Prieſthood. If they 

had but gone vp to Shi/lo, they 

mich haue' confolted with - the 

Arke'6f God: but worldly minds 

norcurious ih their holy: ſer-| 

5; If they have a God', an Þ 

; Pals | j© ſuffices irtichis; 

'E 'had ratfibviniay a falſe wor 

ti eaſe;theh to rake paines 

for thetrue : : Thoſe that dre ceuiti 
6usIn their dier7 in their pureh 
fes;, iy rheirs attik' ity rheiy cot 


Fera2hs; yetin Gads' buſineſſes" a ; 


bm 


- — a3 _ 


gong” pon. — — & 
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- The author vf-lyes tomerines,| 
|{peakesrruth foranaduantagt: &| 
trom his mouth;this flattering Le- 
uite:peakes what.he knew woltld: 
[pleaſe;nerwhar-tice:knew widulld | 
|tall oor; The cuchranſwers:his: 
[prediftion, -and -now: the ſpyes: 
|magnifie him co: rheir tellowes: 
| Mrebaet [dol is aGodzant thEhe- 
lute 1s his Orache.! 1it marterof 
[iadgement, ro beguided ogely dy 
the cuent, is the way 10 Error z 
Fallhood (hall be erurtv,; andSatan 
an Angell of lightzit we follow:rhis 
rule; Egen very conicaures fom- 
times happenright y/A/Propher;oe | 
Dreamer. may giye'atroe (1gng;! 


Lervsgoe- after orher Gods, :A 
art | (mall thing can wine eredice. with 
2 weake mindes, which where they 

ED -. _— have 


or wonder, and yer himſclte ſay; | 


= 


# 
: 
! 
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haue once ſped, cannordiſtruſt. 
The idolatrous Damtes ate fo 
beſorred with this ſucceſs, that they 
wil rather ſtcale,the want the gods 
of Micha; and. becauſe the Gods 
without the Prieſt can doe them 
lefle ſervice, then the Prieſt with- 
ourtthe Gods, therfore they ſteale 
thePricſt withthe gods, O miſcra- 
ble-Hraclites!! tharcouldrhinkthat 
a God; which could be ſtoln; that 
could looke-for proteion from 
chat, which could not keep it ſelfe 
fromitcaling; which was wor by 
their rhefr, not- their deworion 
Gould they. worthip thaſd Idols 
more. deuouty, chen Myche:that 
made them? :And if cheyncould 
not protetheir makerfrom rob- 
bery,how thell-they proteR their 
cheeues2 It. ic had been the holie 
| '/ Arke 


* 


> —_ I TS 


| violence; or thatit: wold abide to 


| tion? Now-their CI 
|maderhem mad vpan 


[Eibae-.. Michees idolatry. 


Arke ofthe true. God, how:ould | 
they:'thinke it would bleſſe rheir 


be rratiflated by rapine,andettor» 


muſt;haue.hm 3 by —_— meages 
they care not, cho.heyoffend the 
rueGdd,:by a:-fal{ea- $4. 
criledgeisfitrobe the firſtſcruice 
of an dat.» The:ſpyes of Davhad 
bin curreoully intortained:by ME 
oe ariubotheys reward his. hoſpata- 
litic./[tisno truſting-the honeſtre | 
of RE orice caft 
off thexruc God, mobs will they 
reipe$1 ' 


Ir ſecmes,Leuires did notmore 


rvant maintenance , then: Iſrael | 
wanted Leuites ; Heere wasatribe 


——_ Vs ,--.6f 


—— OO IT .— 


————_ 
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oftirackwithoura iriruall guide. 
Fhe with-drawing ot due meanes, 
[is che'wayro theytrer-defolation 
| obtheiChorchy! Rare offerings 
|make-cold prutab; [There heeded 
| fnidFforce rodraiy this Levite: to 
| change hischarge j Hol/dby. peace, 
atid tamr,es be our father, Prieſt; 
Whethtt. is: better, crc, Hoeren 
norpatiente,; buvioy;: Hee that 
was won with-rerne(hekels', cmay 
be loft with eleven 2 When unain+ 
renance'and honour calls him, -he 
| g6coynuriuen;ifind? rather ſNtealei 
| himſcltc away:,;rhbrits ſtoln- Tho 
Leuite had -xoo Mmatiy- Gods, ito 
make conſcience of pleaſing one: 
There is nothing more incoſtant, 
thenaLeito A p_y 
bur p———_ IN EIT Ht 


SOLIT2 x - 29t1 ; 8: 


Thus 


8 — 
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Thus the wilde fire of [dolatiie, 
which lay before couched in the 
priuate ball of Micha, now fliesfu- 
rioully through all the Tribe of 
Dan; who (like to Theeues thar 
haue caried away plaguic clothes) 
haue inſenſibly infe&ed theſclues, 
and their pqſteritic, to death: He- 
refie and ſuperſtition haue ſmall 
beginnings , dangerous procce- 


dings, pernicious c6cluſions, This | 


contagion is like a canker , which 
atthe firſt is ſcarce viſible; after- 
ward it cates away the fleſh, and 
conſumes the body. 


— 


Contem- 


V 3 


THE ELEVENTH 


Contemplaitons. 


 BOOKRKE. 


A. 


4 


| 
| 


Contayning 
The Leuites Concubine. 
The Deſolation of Beniamin. 


Naomi and Ruth. 


Boax and Ruth, 
Anna and Peninna.” 
Anna and El, 

Ek: and bis ſonnes. 


| 
| 
| 
j 


TO 


THE RIGHT 
HONOVRABLE 
Sir Fulke Grewille, Knight; 
Chancelour of the Exchequer, 
one of his Maiefties moſt Ho- 


nourable Priute C outs- 
ſailours ; 


A moſt wiſe, learned, ipdiciovus , inge- 
nuous Cenſor of Schollerſhip ; a worthy 
example of Benefattors to 
Lcarning, 


I. H. 


With his onfained prayers for the happie 
| | ſucceſſe of all his honewrable deſignements, 
bumbly Dedreates this meane 
peece of brs ſtuazes, 


Rt” ©n= of <HERSS 
CONTEMPLATIONS. 


THE LEVITES 


Concubine. 


pn _ , Here is no com- 
B28 plaint of a pub- 

; -  Fiquelic diſerde- 
red State, where a | 
Leuite is _ not ar 
oneend of it; et- 
ther as an agent, ora pauent, In 
the Idolatry of Micha,and the Da- | 
mites, a Leuite was an ator; Inthe 
violent ynclcaneneſs of Gibeab, a 
Leune 


ec 
3 
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the diflerence, that the father of 
rheconcubine, iscalled the father 


cuſtome had ofa wife made acon- 
 cubine,is now by her luſt,of acon- 
\ cabine made an harlot : Her for- 


Levice ſuffers z No Tribe ſhal ſoo- 
ner feele the wanr of goucrnment, 
then that of Leut, | 


The law of God allow'd the Le- 
 uite a wife ; humane conniucfice,a 
conctbine; neither did the Tewiſh 
concubine differ from a wite, but 
in ſome outwatd complements; 
Both might challenge all the true 
eſſence of marriage; fo little vvas 


in law to rhe Leuite, She whom ill 


nicarion,togerher with the chan 


of her bedde, hath changed her a-|f 


ence thruſt her ourot doores, p 


bode. Perhaps her. owne conſci- 
Cr- 
- 


ic Le- 
HDee,a 
fewiſh 
e, but 
nents ; 
e true 


e vvas 
her of 
farher 
10M ill 
a con- 
'acol- 
er for- 
change 


her a- 


conſci- 
$, pCr- 
haps 
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haps psthe iuſt ſeucritic of her huſ- 
| band- Diſmiſsion:was too calle a 
penalry for tharwhich G O.D+ bad 
ſentenced with death : Shee that 
had deferu'd to bee abhorred- of 
|berkusband , ſcckes ſhelter from 
her father.: Why would her father 
| ufferhis houſe to be defiled with 
an adukerefle, tho our of his own 
loynes? VVhy did hee norrather 
fay.; VVhar? Dooſt thow looke ro 
inde my houſe anharbourtor thy 
finne? Whiles thou werr a wife to 
thine husband;thot-werr a daugh- 
tcrto me; Now;thou art neither ;; 
Thou artnotimine,;.1 gauethee'to 
thy husband ; | Tho: art rior thy 
busbands, thos haſt betrayed his 
|bed;*Eby filthine(s Ware thee 
| thine-owne, and thine adulterers ; 
Gae ſeeks thine; enterrainement, 


w here 


A 


— — ———— 


RX Lib. 1 


wherethou haſt loſt thine: hone- 
ſtie ; Thy lewdnefs hath brought a 
neceſvity of ſhaine ypon thine a- 
berrors ; " How can I countenance 
thy perſon, and-abandonthy lin? 
[ had rather beaiuſt man;-then a 
kinde father; Getrhes homie ther- 
fore rothy husband; crauchis fort 
oiveneſs vpon thy knees, redecm| 
his loue with thymodeſtic,and os| 
bedience ; when his hearts. once 
opento thee, my«doores ſhall inot 
be ſhur : In the meanc ume,: know 
I can beno fatherto an harlor; Ins 
dalgence of Parents is the: refugeſ] ue 
of vahine, the bande of wicked- le 
neſs, the' bane bf children. How wo 
eaſily is that Theefe induced rc 
ſteale, thar knowes his Receivert bl 
When the lawleſnefle- of yo that 
49 Wl yvhere to finde-pirtie: &lije 
tolera- 
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toleration, vyhar rin can it 
forbeare? | 


By bow much: berer this Le- 
nite was, ſomuch more iniurious 
was the concubines {inne:..Whar 
phe wogdnn hanef aid; bs 
is et ſhame an 
| a I ſhall finde or no G 
| leaſing and-more faithtull: Or 

it ig þe aottoQ-much mercy.inme 
toyeeld ro a returne, lether that 
bathoffended, (ecke mee;,VVhar 

In} mote.dire& way; is there toareſol- 
uediooſcnefle, then/roler, ber ſee 

[cannot want her 2/The gaod na- 
wre@t this Lcuite caſts off all theſe 

jnals otcarms; and naw after 4-moneths 
«ccivertablence, ſends him to ſcek for her, 
f com that had runneaway,trom herfide- 
elicie : And now he thinks, She find 


no | againſt 


— 
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| againſt the*iperhaps ſhee hath re- 
| pented ; Perhaps, ſhame* #ndfeare! 
goo? with-held her from rerur-/ 
ning iPerhaps thee will be tmore 
loyalf/forher finne;Tfhe? import 
| cunitieſhould win6e mie, halfe-the 
thanks were loftzbutnow;my ve 
lunric offer of favour (hatfgbl 
lige hier for ener; Louc prot 
truer-ſeruitudeXhien'' neceſfiif}e; 
| MereicBecomed/well the heartic 
any miai,burmoſt of a Lewite. 146 
tharhadhelpedts offer ſo-maine| 
ſacrifices'ro God forthe mulltitude! 
ofcitery Iratlite9firies, fawHow (| [gc 
proportioable eas; that wand |: 
thould nor hold ane ſinh&y | 
donable: Hee ha& ſerved '#x mh 
Altat tono parpote; ifhee-(while [+ 
trade wasto ſue f6r-rivtcie)! had 
[not at all learned to practice 


- s = _ EY ; 
_— .- : 


= , 
wm OY 


EI” _ — w 


tl more reaſon , Wee, 
KI |cachothei; 


jof forgiuenes ; It were Ks 
| |[z-pdacs intheero receiue Sowa 
renal intreat thee: but lo, thou 

Ys thar we 


| wroughr this ina ſeruanc, vyhar 
1ſhall wee expe trom him, whoſe 


| our ſclues, | 
190, angthen ay Steyr 6h bd 
|{alues ,49, our. 
| world If If chou 


|thy gracious profics. did. nor pre- 
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Andit the reflexion of mErcic 


eſſence is mercy $ O God,wee doe 
euery day breake the, holy coue- 
-nantot our loue ; Wige proſtizure 
co cuery filthy tentart-: 


3 ey or eat 


never. rewrae 1A 


VP, WEE1 


uent vs, wee ſhould be vnca pable | 


We 
thee. Honrlhould 


wewold receiue 
wee now adore, 
and imirate thy njerc ih there is | 

oak ſue,rq| 


_ Lib;ru., 


ſue 1 toVs; ; becauſe we may as well | 


'offend, as beoffended, 


'E doe not ſee the woitnar father 
| make any meanes for reconcilia- 
tion: bur when remifion came 
home to hisdoores, no man could 
{ chterraine itmore thankfally. The 
| datureof matiy men'is forward to 
[ accept; andnegligent to'ſue for; 
they ean ſpcid ſecret wilhes ypoh 
that; which hat RGA i in- 
deauour:” © WY 00120 

TIP 13 | IF 
(; Greariethepowit ef pwdeh 
tan ina ſoft 'vndot evils paſt; i 
n5rfor the aft; yerforthe remeni 
| brance. Where true was| 
once conecitied;iths caflly* peecet 
\4gaine , after the ſtrotigeft inter” 


 reca- 


OR "0 


[ 'ruprion; Heere needsno'tedions}} 


_ DD —_— a. i - a. an —_— 


a 


ſend checominuarice; at 
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recapiulation of wrongs mo im- | 
porrunitie of ſure; The vokin 
neſſes are forgorren; theirdour is 
renued; and now the Leuirdizhor 
a ſtranger; but a fonnepBy: how 
much more willingly hecame; by 
ſo'much more vuwillingly hetas 
diſmiſſed. Thefburemonerhs aby 
ſence of his daughter'is anſwered 
with fouredayeseaſti ; Nticher 
was there fo mich joy' rrbe for- 
mer wedding feaft, as inghis/be- | 
cauſe my bedebuotedirs 4 
ter intire; now, Ueſperate.: 
found a ſonnt;burngw,thavfonne| 
bath found his loſt daughter , and| 
he found both :| The recouene of 
any'good, iscfavre: more; plopien] 1 


L 


» 49111 "eb | Of 9: Ot! | 


(11 g $a {IE + Lal NBl Lnle| 


_—_ —— ww. 


| 

F 

þ 
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: c:Lirzle doc we knowe what eulll 
towards vs; Now did this-old 
man;ahd rhis reſtored cduple pro- 
miſethem(cluesalliaoy,6 content- 
motitaftershis-ynkind form ; and 
ſaid imthemſelues;[Now we begin 
wliut +And:nowhis feaſt, which 
wis mane for theirnew.nuprialls, 
r: focerall, Eucn when 
webiJot ;qur/ſcloes Jooieſt to, ow 
pledfuderzchebatd of God (thogh 

inwſfibly). is writing bicter things 
againſt v3: (nb weete not worthuelf, - 
to kndw,ris widedowe to ſuſped}| thy 
the worſt, whillh itis Jeal} ſeenc: _ 

mon, ol 7 1. t i169 

| Somenimexit allslout, thatnoiſ,, 


| thing ismorc iniugious then: cu nd 
|reſie; boy; this old manihad chrulſt I 


ſonne and Canginer early out c 
t dodftc; o they- 


d auoyded mon bo 
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miſchiefe ; nowhis louing bs 
runiry deraines them to row mai 
and his owne repemance,. Such 
contentment doth. ſincere alfei- 
on find in the preſence vfrimaſe we 
loue, that Jeath it ſelfe hath no o- 
ther name, bur departing z The 
oO comforrot our life;cis the 

ition of friendſhip, thediflolu- 
tion whereof, isxhe greateſt paine 
of death: As all pleaſbres, 
prhisoflouc; is diſtaſted"with a 


thy is'thar onely Joue rotake' yp 
our hares, which is. nor open toa- 

-"Yny danger of interruption; which 
thatNOMFhall our-live the date cuen of faith 
jen: CUB:nd hope, and isas erernall,asthat 
brat OD, and thoſe bleſſed fpiries 
y out "hom weloue? If we hang neuer 


neceſsitie of Jeauing . How wor- | 


ed thi o importunately ypon- one ano- 
— Xz ___thers 


] 


 — m— Cc ” 


—__ 
- 
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thersdlecues , ant) ſhed floods of 
maxesroftop:their-way, yer wee 
muſt be-gone hence; no occaſi- 
ab,h0 farce, (ral then remooue 
vs tromour fathers houſe. - 


( 01, 4176017 | 05 baab ot | 
[The LeuiteisNtayed beyond his|f | 
znebyirmpartunitie;the motions|f| |! 
whetebfarc botindleſſe , and infi- 
nite; one day drawes on ariother; 
neitherisrhereany reaſon of this ſ | i 
dayesftay;, which may nor ſerue 
(till forco morrow. His reſolution 
at laſt breaks tiroghallthoſerkind 
hinderances ; rather will hee: ven- 
core a benighting; then anvnn 
ceſſary: delay. Jt is a good hea] 

ring that the Leuvite makes haſte} 1; 
_ | home + An honcft mans heart 
where tus callmg isz/ Such a one] 
whenhe 1s abroadezis hkea fiſh inf) Ne; 


r 
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the ayre ; whereinto ifit leape for 
recreation ;/or neceſsitic , yet it 
| ſoone returns to his own element. 
This charge, by how much more 
ſacreditis, ſo much more atten- 
dance it expeQerh ; Euen a day 
breakes Jon, vvich the conſcie | 
nable: : & * 


TheStinneis ready tolodgebe- 
fore them ; His ſcruant aduiſes 
_ to ſhorten his i iourncy, hold-| 

it morefar to truſt ancarly In 
of the Iebuſires,thento the m 
of the nighr. And if that counſel 
had been followed, perhapsthey, 
which tound Ieboſtes in Uracl, 
2.4] mighthauc found Ifraclites in 1e- 
| bus: No wiſe man:can hold good 
ich <ounſell-- diſparaged , - by the 

: meaneneſſe ofthe author: If wee 

be 


| 


Es 


—— ——— 2 0 — —— —  —— 
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| be gladde- to recetueany treaſure 
fromour ſeruant, _ not Precis 
ous admonitions dc1 | 


1Tt was the deals of this Leuire! } 
chat ſhut hin our of Jebws 3 WWe wall | | 
nat wage mebe City of ftrangors, The 
[ebubres were ſtrangers 1n religi- 
on, not ſtrangers enough intheir 
habitation; TheLeuite wil not re- 
ceiuve common curtelte fromrthoſe 
which were aliens fr6God,though 
home-borne inthe hart of Ifracl. 
[cis lawtull enough in tcartnes of 
ciuilirie ro deale with Infidels; the 
carthis the Lords, and wee may 
_ [enioyitinthe right ofthe Owner, |ſ| 
while we proteſt agaiſt the-wrong||th 
ofthe Viurperzryer the lefle'com-Y[Be 
munion with Gods encmits,.thef/by 
| more afcry/itherewete another [for 

aire 
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aire ro biearhe in trom therrs, an- 
other carrh.to tread vpon, they 
ſhould baue their owne : Thoſe 
that affe& a familiar 'intireneſſe 
with lebnſtes, in converſarion, in 


comraQs,bewray citherroo much 
boldacſs, ortoolinleconfeience. 


lite,thard ro lodgein Iebus: 
[r was the fault of Iracl, that an 
heathemiſh rowne-ſtood yer in the 
nauell ofthe Tribes, and that Jebus 
was no ſooner turn'd to Ileruſa- 
lem ; Their. lenite and'negleR, 
wereguilty af this neighborbood, 


f|tharnow no man can paſſe from 


Bethlce Iuda, to wount Ephraim, 


(onable' iuſtice might preventa 
| thou- 


but by the Citie of Iebuſires, Sea- | 


Hee hath no blood ofan I{rae- | 


] 


leagues of amiric, in matrimoniall | 
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chouſand ewlls, which afterwards 
know noremedy bur patience. 


The.way was nat long bertwixt 
Tebss andGebeab :: for the Sun was 
ſtooping when the Leuite was 'o- 
ucr agaioſt the firſt ,-& is but now 


declined; whe hecomes to the 0-| 


ther. How his hart was lightned, 
when he was catredinto an liracli- 
riſh Citie ! and can-thinke of no- 
thing, but hoſpitalitic, reſt, ſecuri- 
tie. There is noperddume-ſo ſweet 
roa Traveller, as his own ſmoake, 
Both expeRation and feate,, doe 
commonly diſappoint vs ; for cl 
dome eucr do wee inioy the: 


we looke tor,or ſmart with atcared 
evill. The poare; Leuite could 
haue found but-ſuch enrerraine- 
ment with the Icbuſnes . Whither] 


— 


=, 7 pp = R9DOQa. ey _ 4 


are | 


[ 


{elfe-bath paſſed thorough ; All | 
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arethe poſterjtic of Beniamin de- 
generated, thar their Gibeab ſhold 
be no leſſe wicked then populous ? 
The firſt ligne of a ſertled godle(- 
neſſe; is, that a Leuite is ſuffered 
tolic without doores. If God had 
been in any of their houſes, his 
ſeruane had not been excluded : 
Where no reſpeQis giueto Gods 
meſſengers, there can be no Reli- 


gion. 


Gibeah was a(ccond Sodome ; c- 
ue there alſo is another Lot: which 
is therefore ſo much more hoſpi- 
tall ro ſtrangers, becauſe himſelfe 
was a ranger. The Hoſt as well as | 


the Leuite is of mount Ephraim ; | 


Each man knows beſt co commiſe- | 
ratethat cuil in others, which bim | 


thar | 


EE 
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| 


thar proteſſe'the Name of! Chiiit, 
are Countrimen; and yer ſtran- 
goers heere belowe z- hovy!cheere- 
tully ſhould we entertaine each o- 
ther, when we'meet in the'Gzbeab 
of this inhaſpirallworld 2 "4: 

This good ol4 man' of Gibeah, 
cams homelare trom his work in 
the helds; rhe S*yhne: was (erre'ere 
he gaue over; And now, feei 
this man a ſtranger, an I{raclite,a 
Leuire, an Ephraimite,and that in 
his waycorhe houſe of GOD,'ro 


take 'vp his lodging in the-ſdrecr, | 
hee: profters him/the kindnefs. of | 


his houſe-room=. [nduſtrious ſpi- 
rics/are the fitreſt recepracles of 


all goad motions; whereas thoſe| [| 


which-giue themſelues ro'idle: and 


tooſe courſes; danot care ſomuch | of 
asfor themſeles, | heare ot bur| 0; 


one 


—_——_ —  —_ 


|and to proffer, As a perplexed 
| Mariner,that jon aftorme muſt caſt 


{| ous; ſo this good Hoſt,rather will 


|rogether with che. concubine,then 
| this prodigious villany ſhould be 
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oue man at his worke,, inall Grbe- 
ab: the reſt were quatting and re- 
ucelling, That one man ends his 
workein a charitable -entertaine- 


a bruriſh beaſtlineſle, & violence. 
Theſe xillaines had learn'd' both 
che aQiong, and the; language of 
the Sodogyres ; One vncleane di- 
uell was the prompter to both: & 
thishonet Ephraimite, had learnt 
of righeeaus Loc, both to intrear, 


away ſomething, although preci- 


proſtitute. bzs daughter , a virgin, 


offered raa man, much more to a 


mentz.the other, end their play in| 


———__ 1 293i yd 
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The dereſtarion of a foulei finne 
drew him to ouecr-reach in the 
motion of a lefſer ; which if it had 
been accepted, how could he have 
eſcaped the partnerſhip ot their 
vncleaneneſſt, and the guilt of his 
daughters rauiſhmenr ? 'No' man 
can waſh his hands of thar ſinn&,to] J |; 
which his will hath ycelded:-Bo-]J;, 
dily violence may be inoffenſive|F}; 
inthe patient ; voluntary melina-[[ |; 
rion to cuill (tho out of feare ) can y 


neuer be excuſable: behold 
this wickedneſſes too little to ſa- 


risfe theſe monſters. 


5 

w p BY 

| Who wobld have looked for ſolf je 
extreame abhomination from the ly £ 
loynes of Jacob,the wombe of RY the 


chel, the ſons of Beniamm'? Coulk 
the very lebufites their neighbors; 


- 
—— 


_ —_ 


6.11. 
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be cuer accuſed of ſuch ynnaru- 


rall outrage? I am aſhamed ro ſay | 


it, Even the worſt Pagans vverc 
Saints, to Ifracl, VVhat availes it 
that they have the Arke of GOD 
in Shi/ob, while they haue»Sodom 
in their ſtreets? char the law of God 
isintheir ſringes, whiles the divell 
isin their harts? Nothing bur hell 
it ſelfe can yeeld a worſe creature 
thena deprave&1fraclne;'the ve- 


"meanes of his Hic "7 are 
fuel! ofhis wickednes. 


Yet Lot{ped'fo much better in 


I Sodom, then' rhis Ephraimite did | 
in Gibeab, by how muck more ho- 
ly gueſts hee enterrained;” There 
the 
full man. There the gueſts ſaved 


gueſts were Angels; here a fin- 


| 


E the hoſt ; heere the hoſt could not | 
6 ſave”. 
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fue the, gueſt from brutiſh.vio- 
lence;;. Thoſe Sodomites ,vvere 


riken with outward blindnes and 
defeated ; Theſe Benianutes, are 
onely blinded withluſt; and pre» 
vaile,, The Leuite, genes doyfh forth, 
erhaps his coat ſaued his perſan 
perhaps] yillany ; whonow h 
him(gltc, Ht tha Keomay 


lcaue. ro re bis owne 


{neuer ghr herſo farre; | 

| foule a FAN ; Yernow his hate 

jthat vanaurall wighedneſſa ouer- 
came his loue to her ; She i is 

(edro the furious Juſt otbarbargus 

| ruffians, and ( ch os rod 
red ot) abuicd to death; .,,.5. 


arouw ably. 'Adulrery was herfintie; 4- 


ti —_YY li —_.——— 


Labink. The Lanings' Coneubine. 


'Oh the Juſt a1d' even :courſe 
which the Almightie Iudge of the 
world holds inall his as + !| 
Thipwoman had ſhamed the bed | 
ofa Levite; x hey former wand | 
torineſſe;ſheo thus farrs-gons | 
(mothly away with her finne; her 
farhecliurbourd her, her hadband | 
| forgiuo her, her owne hartifound | 
| ng cabfe 'to Totiiplaine, - becauſs | 
[hee frfdrted not *now, vrheh the | 
wotld had forgotten her offence, | 
GOD'callsherto reckoning. und | 
puniſhes her with her owne- fone, 
She had volantarily expoſed her- 
ſelfero luſt; now is expoſed force- 


duktery” was ber death; VVhar 
fmiles foeuer wickedneſs caſts vp- 
or-the heart, vvhiles ir folicires ; 
ir vill owe vs difpleaſure, and 

| Y _.  proue 


ls.” 


* 
P'..4 


—. 


| 330 


v1) »Contemplatitns.” © Libr 


| 


yp with ancxceſs of defire tomake 
thecriaze as odious,, as it was {in- 


arr, ir ſalld. « Ghia Deb 
= 1 99271} 21g: | 


poT hoLeviee Toke —_— 
humbled with this-xjalence ; not 
murdered ; antl few. indignation 
mayezhim to adde horrot-toghe 
fag. "Hat not his heart hean;raled: 


full-his aion could tor beexcu- 
ſed. Thoſe hands-that might 'not| 
touch @ carcaſs ,;now.carue the 
corps of his owne dead witez|into 
mot(els; and (cad theſe rokens ro 
all the Tribes of-Ifrael ; thar when 
rhey.thould ſce theſe gobbers of 
the body murdered,the moxethey | 
might'dereſt che murderers. Him- 
(ole plrs on cruelty to the. dead, 
that hee might draw rhemto a iuſt 

reuenge 


— —_— .—_ 
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reuenge of her death; Actions no- 
rorioufly yilanous, may iuſtlic 
countenance an cextraordinaric 
meanes of proſecution : Euery I{- 
raclice hath part in a Leuits wrong; 


| carcaſle, and the revenge. 


No Tribe hath not his ſhare in the 


mms 


— 


bs qd ) 


theſufferer: and now' theirizeate 


ſarisfaRtion;:o0rcrcurnge 
hands of Bemidmin ſhould haue' 


drawosrhemrogether ; cirher for| 
£2VVho)| 
would: nor /bhave- looked thar the! 


they hould:bavb-n rſetthe- 
heads ofthe offenders', for aſc- 
ra IRE oY -— BY 


bees firſt y pon Gibeab; and that' | 


— — 


—_ 


ae DM 


Contemplations, Lb-1 1 


comnitiong Thismaybec vpon: 
infirmine; bur that-muſt beivpon: 
reſolution ; Edfie: puniſhments: 
ro0/much fauour ro:finnes Conn! 
rence. much worſe: burthe de-- 


is intallerable. Had northeſe men! 
been. both wick<d:4/ arid:quarreE: 
lows ; they .had not drawne their 
, vordsi0o fouleataulc.Peacen: 


ble 


I); 
i 2. 


_— 


fence of ir (and-tharwnro bloaud)\ 


_—— 
mw 4 


——_— 


2 OT Nnp———_ 


- —  —  _— — 


{full 


| 


| upprſid/rmitHſsbunoohers 


— A A. 
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rofighr for-innocence's yet 
Beniatimites ( asif they.wyerean 
loucavinh villany,,andout of cha- 
ritiewith' GO D)will beate! wil- 
ioaof lewdnels.'How 
cat? Gibealy rpenr them Gfthat | 
nar whithual} _ 
mill cgodd; is-4p jotic ot rheir | 
conſcience? fuemwhere! fringes | 


nizes 51:11 718 vorlT «mth; ſinicor 
: 9mitl2 22 v1069 ut nod nity: 
- fr was more inftthat iſrae] ſholt 
riſe againſt Beniamin; »then that 
Benizkin thiokdviſe forrGibeah; 
by how-much jtis benter! co-pu- 
ail offenders, then tbHheher:the 
offenders fram puniſhitig 4 And 


ble difpo{tonsare hardly drawne | 


yet the nwickoduels of Beniamin, 


-Mu/! ſped 


- 


| 


7336 «81995 Cantermplntzanh v3 Libind, 


|lyin both. The cauſe was thine : 


ſped tietrer-for che aimer; abeb the 
honeſtic oblred: Fwite wasitbe: 
berrerparetSyledby thelefſa, and 
dt, Fbegood calle vas-fent | 


backe'with ſhanjet tha euillcoarur; 

ncd with vitory,and irumptb. iO! 
 GDID +thbir 2& vas de© thee 
tathe-fight,antbiaby bakid was xvith 
them jo rhicirfadli;//Þbey had tiok 
| fought forrhoq; hut by rhee: ;)net> 
thoreould they hidive miledrT in 
the fight, iſtbowb adit; vac bought 
againtt them ; Thou art iuſt &h+ 


the finaciemanigi iry ryas 
thelr owhe ;- ThanoOuhhego fn 
boly-cigricll,tihtinhiteabdancs 
inthawſrines;; fon as: pnefoninng 
al viedreL they aske-bt BAD 
to hat fliould perakdtie faiccchs, 


burndiaJbowldbethdoCaptwar; 


—_ —_ 


't,20q) Num-| 


=p 


oy 


Libat, The defodatton of Beniamin. 


Number & innocence made/rhery 
tcolecure: ;.Is was iuſt therefore 
with GOD ,| to fe-rhem! feele; 
that cuen good zeale cantiot 
beare our preſumption: And thar 
rictary]ycsnotiothe' cauder] bur 
inte Godthatownes x, , »idnob 


d119 of81 Ein 


Fhedcndnes imagine: hovy | 
much:4he: Beniamumnes miultad:| 


nmthondoublc' field} 
And nawbegannerohink, 


[ was 00: [their dey” COR b 


actions ;bux the cucns'7! 
afer, hoy: (hall fndboyhar/jr 


: . 6 * --  # 
ON "At fi x x 


=] 
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r- ddde: bloud: wato © 
and-chat the vitory; of.aw coil 
oatale, is __ to ruinie and con- 
kaltan. : x ho eos wh 
184; on 9 hiols ih 
:iþ hould Tar mot leaft-thi 
double diſcomfirure ſhould 
\madelfracl, either —_— or 
weary ofa caufe:>bar' ill 
SENS 
orc fiumilite;,Nowthey| 
& weepe; and facritice;thels, 
pays: batt” Ire in 
res ck: aſſaukk;c Benikarin! h 
[newer breniidangeroEuido or 


[oncrcommingy iftrhishup 


othireet had proventedithe Tot 


dtubedlrenprodperatiizavie 26 
canhdenceaa ;rlayt 
cucn gaodindbaucurs i 


CD CO CC" ON I _ _— — 


k 


| 
| 
| 
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[> 


Icisfildom feen;burthapwhichwe | 


_- Wicked. 1s. 


44, [b.11. T he deſolation of Beniamin. CTY 
' Wickedaefte c couldinever brag 
ofaty-loog Proſpericie; nor com- 
p fan: of of Nb: lacke of: payments | 
Sull GO D is cucn withs iti-arthe 
laſt 5 Now>hee: payes:zhe:Benia- 
minites. borh :rhar -dearbv :which 
they: hadlengo the Irachires, and 
that wherein! they ſtood indebs. 
redito their brothethood: of Gi» 
beah : And:novyv: that :both-ars 
| merte/ in death, therecisias muck 
I difference; berwixrt thoſe: rue! 
i005-in}] lites,1and theſe .Beniaminires , ab 
id perwixe- Mareyrs ,- ant maleface 
neck or oP Todienaſime is & feare+« 
4:16:runll full reve ot rronage 
ce faghr,\N'0 — 
. ll their bodien aoihet wire their 
eras | A COIIREY 
3 vir fortpen. Dio 2G Ds | £91142%&1 
po :tald 23219 ya>siedl 


th. 


licked 6d Al. 


| 340. ne \ Lob.za. |. 
+ Nowamigiht Rarbet habe. iuſtlic 
weptior heyohildre, bocauſeabry 
|werenorg For, betiald:the mery|f | 
wamen, abd.chutdrea' «f het wics 
ked Ttibdare cur offji'oacly ſome 
CY | 
from this veageance;.!ahbhilde | 
ig/cauetþand'rocks, kinkfhefogy 
and ſhame ;/There wawrio chffe-{f]- 
rence, bor life, berenxt-elicic bro l 
thrcnandimbem;:thocﬀrrh coucre | 
them bath:'ycr. vnrothenr, doth} 
hcentazenk Eracl firerchir. fel 
and'vamcsmndeſtray;thor; thei 
poriods, yes their fuotobion 3-55 
2oding; tham:wnwoonhy'ro ; 
connany comfort byibardens 
which thay had bin (@crel}; | 
irra;avnddnaioenanat; If che * f 
raclites had nor held < 


—__ wy great bleſsing , he 


— 
: 


[in Todo Sminn. 3m 
bad not thusreuenged themnſelues 
ofBeniamin; Now they' aceoun- 
1cd' rhe venb-holding: of their 
-wives','2/ puniſhment ſecond to 


dearh : Thehopeof life in our po- 
feraie, is che next contentment 


20 an inioying of life in ous ſekues. 


Te-\ | Thy haus ſworn, and now vp- | 
el anepid bloudrepentthew., If the 
20 oath were not juſt, why wold they' 
'» doll rake ir? and it it were juſt; why d1d! 
Ir. 1 choy recant ir 7 Tf the at were [1-; 
X18 tifiable, whar needed theſe rears? 
al Euen a juſt oath. may be rafhly ta- 
ken : nor onely iniaſtico., bur te- 
meriry of wearing ends,inlamen- | 
[ tation. In oyr very eiuill aQjons,it | 
TON is 2 weaknes; to do that which we 
age iy would after reucrſe/; buriin our 


» oy afaires with GOD, tocheck our 
ſelves! 


—— _ 
_—_— 
— 


eluesroorlare, and ro Gn our 
| aathes-in- teares, is a dangerous 
|folly ;He dorhnorcommaund yg 
[40 take yoluntary oathes; he com- 
| naunds:vsto keepe them. -H:wee 
bind our feluesro.inconucnience, 
| we mayauſtly c6plain;of oure 

| ferters: Oarhs doe not onely 

| quire ieftice, bur:udgment; wile 
| deliberation, no —_ then equity 


Not aſcienca of their fad, 
bur commilcration of their bre- 
chrenzled chem tothis publique 
penratice. 0 God, why is this com! 
to paſiyithas this day one Tribe of 1/-| 
rael (hall want? Encn: the ivſtelY]. 
reuenge of. men is capable of py 
tie; Infulration in che rigor of 1- 
lice, argues crueltic ; Charitable 


mindes- are gricued to ſce thi 
Jong 


te Alt ll Ah 
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| Ponrngan xr they would not with 
vndone; the fmart of the offender 
doth.aor, pleaſe rh&, which yerare 
ww diſpleaſed with the ſip, 
and hauc giucn their hands to pu- 
niſh.ir..G OD himſclfe rakes no | 
| pleaſurcin the death of a; finger, 
yet. loues the puniſhment of (in: 
| Asa good Parent whips. his child, 
- 40 Yer wEepes himſcltc ; There;is,a| 
{| meaſure in viagzie, and revenge, 


if neuer ſo-iuſt ; which ro exceed, 


leeſes mercie in the ſute * lu-| 
[ticC. . 


It there were no faulr intheir ſe- | 
ueritie, it needed no excules and 
ifthere were a faulty it will adnune 
of no/excuſe 2 yer, as it rhey meant 
to (hiftoff the ſinne, they ,cxpo- 
Y tulatc with God; 0 Lord God of 
Tfra- 


".. 9 
-* - -» 90 ww peg 


— _ 
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Toad, _"_ is this come to Paſethy 
day? G © D gaiie' them to eom) 
maurid his rigoar; yeahe'rwile 
cro(Fthem in the exchutidn' 141d 
now, in that which they intteared 
of God with teares, they challenge 
hitp-Itis a dangerous injuſtice t6 
lay the burden of our finties vpon 
him, which rempteri+ no man, nor} | 
can be rempred witheuill; while] 
we would ſo remoouc our finne, 
WC double i it. 


er of an oath, wold wonderart this 
contrarictie in the- affe&ivris of 
Iſracl ; They ate'fory' for' the 
laughter of Beniamin, and” 

they (lay thoſe thar did nor helpe 
themin che (laughter. Their oath 
calls'them to more bloud ; Thefſ| o: 


4 exceſſe þ 


| 

{ 

| i! 

A man that knew not the pow-l{ | 
, 

t 


allo 


tice rw 


"bil 
r linne, 


NY 
1d ; The 


exceſſe 
ttt er IO 
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exceſs oftheir reucnge ypon Ben- 
iamin, may y not excuſe themen of 
Glead; If ever oath might looke 
for g diſpenſation this might plead 
it; Now, they dare not bor kill the 
men of Fi tos Gilead, leaſt they 
fiopls hauc left ypon themſelues 
a greater ſin of {paring,then puni- 
ſhing, labeſh Gilead came not vp 
roayde Iſrael, therefore allthe in- 
habitanrs muſt die. To cxempt 
our ſelues (whether our of ſingu- 
laritie, or ſtubbornneſs ) fromthe 
common aQions of the Church, 
when wee are lawfully called to 
co is an offence  woorthy of 
ment: In the maine quarrels 

e Church, neurralls are puni- 

ek This execution [hal make a- 
mends for the former; ofthe ſpoile 
oflabeſh Gilead, ſhall the Benia- 


Z - minites 


—_—_— 


ee 
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oath; If their folemn vow did not 
 bitid them to kill all of both ſexes 


they ſhould be ſtrainted, 


minites be ſtored with wiues : thar 
no man may think theſe men (lain 
forthcir dangurets, they plainlie 
dic for their {in ; and theſe Gilea- 
dites might not haue lived , with- 
out the periury of Iſrael: and now, | | 
ſith they mult die, it is good to}? 
make benefit of neceſsity. I in- 

uire not into the rigour of the 


in Beniamin , why did they not 
ſpare their virgins? and if it did fo 
bindethem, why did they ſpare 
the virgins of Gilead ? Favors muſt 
becnlarged in all theſe religious 
reſtritions; where breath may be 
taken in them, ir is not fit nor ſafe 


Foure 


— 


| 


Foure-hundred virgins of Gi- 
lead haue loſt parents, and bre- 
thren,and kindred, and now finde 
husbands in licu of them, An in- 
forced marriage, was but a miſe- 
rable comfort for ſucha loſſe : like 
wards, or captiues they are taken, 
and chuſe not. Theſe ſuffice nor, | 
their friendly adverſaries conſulr 
for more, vypon worſe conditions, 
Into what troubleſome and dan- 

rous ſtraits do men thruſtthem- 
dns: by either yniuſt,or inconf1- 
derate yowes ? 


 Inthe midſt ofall this common 
lawleſnes of Iſrael, here was con- 
ſcience made on both fides; of 
matching with Infidels; The Iſra-| 
elires can rather be content their 


daughters ſhould be ſtoln bytheir 


| 


Z2' own, 
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own,then that the daughters of a- 
liens ſhould be giuen them. Theſe 
men which had nor proce criough 
rodcrefſt & puniſh the bealtlineſs 
of their Gileadites, yet are nor fo 
graccleſs, as to chuſe them wives 
of the Heathen : All but Atheiſts 
(howſocuer they ler themſclues 
looſe) yertin ſome things, find the- 
lacyeliratoeds and ſhow to 0- 
thers that they hauca conſcience. 
Iftherewere 24 much danger, & 
much ſinne in this ynequall yoke, 


tro ſo heauy an inconuecnience; 
Diſparitie of religion in matrimgo- 
niall contracts, hath ſo many mif- 
chiefes, thar ir is worthy to bere-! 
deemed with much preiudice, *: 


they would neuer haue perſwaded| 


They | 


ts. AMS 


U#þ.11. 
$ of a- 
Theſe 
jough 
Ulineſs 
nor ſo 
wiues 
theiſts 
{clues 
d the- 

to ©- 
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They which might not giue their 
own daughters to Beniamin, yer 

ue others, whiles they giue leauc 
to ſteale them. Stoln marriages, 
are both vnnaturall, and fal ofa 
zard; for loue (whereof marriage 
isthe knot) cannor be forced: this 
was rather rape, then wedlocke. 
What valikeneſs (perhaps contra- 
rictie) of diſpoſition, whar averſe- 
nefle of affeion, may there bein 
not onely a ſudden, bur a forcea- 
blemeeting 2? If theſe Beniaminites 
had Nor taken lidertie of giuing 
themſelues caſe by diuorcement, 
they would often haue found lea- 
ſureto rue this ſtoln booty. This 
at may not bee drawn ro exam-/| 
ple; and yet here was a kind of in- 


definite conſent ; Both deliberati- 


on, and good liking, arelittle e- 


Z 3 _ nough 


OO 


— —— 
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| 


| 


| nough for aduring eſtate, 8&rhat 


[feaſt ofthe Lord ; and now,out of 


| many virgins haue loſtthemſclus 


which is once done for cuer, 
Theſe virgins come yp to. the 


the mid(t of their daunces are cat- 
ried to a double captiuitic. Hoy 


in daunces? and yetthis ſport was 
not immodeſt. Theſc yirgins dan- 
ced by themſclues , withour rhe 
company of thetn vvhich might 
moue towards ynchaſtity ; for ita 
ny men had bin with the, they had| 
found ſo many reſcuers , as they 
had affaulters ; now, the expoſing 
of their weake ſex rg this iniurie, 
proquestheir innocence. Our vſt- 


Wanton pefures, & ynchaſt tou- 
ches, lookes, motions, drawe the 


all daunces are guilty of more ſin; | 


Lib.11, 
» &rhat 


er 


p to. the 
y,out of 
are Cat- 
e. Hov 
aſclues 
zo0rt Was 


ur vſt- 
tore (10;Y | 
aſt rou- 
awc uy 


J |them by violence, is no lefle iniu- 
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hart to folly ; The ambuſhes of c- 
vill ſpirits, carry away manie a} 
ſoule from daunces, to a fearcfull 
deſolarion, 


[t is ſuppoſed, that the Parents | 
thus robbed of their daughters, | 
will take it heauily : There cannor | 
be a greater croſle, then the mit- } 
carriage of children ; They arc| 
not onely the liuing goods , bur | 
peeces of their Parents; that they 
ſhould therefore bee torne from 


ry, then the diſmembring of their 
owne bodies. 


tw tithe raind:or 
tA ticlutdgesIraclwas 


W149 wh; plagued with: -tycan+ 
HEEIE LR "06 ar. 7 
of them x ; with: famine; 

| Seldome. roy pre etnes peo 


ple:\want ſomewhat: ro hutable 
thetw 5: One rod)is not enobgh 
for/aubborne:childe ;/The-ta- 
mine muſt needs be. great that | 
makes: the: inhabitants to-runne 
| their>country / -The name of 
home1s ſo lweet, that we cannor 


| leaue.i it for. a little ;: Behold that 


Aa land | 


—— g— —— 
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Land , Which had wont to flow 


with milke and honie, now a- 
bounds with want and penittic, 
and-Berhicem in ſtead of an 
houſe of bread;s an houſe of fa- 
mine; A truittull land doth God 
make barren, for the wickedneſſe 
of them, that duicl| therein ; The 
earch beares not for-it ſelfe , but 
tor vs; God is not angry withit, 
buc with men ; For our ſakes, it 
was firſt curfed to thornes and 
thiltles, after that; to moiſture, 
and fimce that (not feldome))-to 
drought; and by alltheſcgo. bar- 
rennefle;' Wee may not looke 
alwaics for plenty jIt is a won- 
der whales there is fuch ſuperfluis 
tic of wickedaes, thatour carth is 


ho nioce {paring of —_—_— 3 
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The whole earth is the Lords, 
and id him, ours ; it is lawful for 
the owners to change their hou- 
ſes,atpleaſure ;* Why ſhouldwe 
not make free vſe of any part of 
our owne poſſeſsions? Elimelech 
and . his tamilie 'remoue from 
| Bethleem Iadavnto Moab; No- 
thing but neceſirie can diſpenſe 
with a locall relinquiſhing of 
Gods Church ; Notpkeaſureaior 
profit,not curiofirie; Thoſe which 
are farniſhed our, God calls, yea 
dnues from thence. The ctearor 
and pygſcſior of theearth ,'/hiath} 
not confined any man to his ne- 
cellatie deſtrudion, | 


Ir was tawfoll for Elided:to! . 
make vie of Pag#ns,and [dolaters, 


Aa 2 for 


—_ 


for . the ſupply: of all necdfull 
helps ; There cannot be a better 
imployment of Moabites;then to 
be the treaſurers and purdeyours 
of Gods. children-; Wherefore 
ſerue. they but 10 oather for'the 
trucowners 2It ts too. much nice» 
neſfke in ther, which forbeare the 
beaechit they, might make of the 
faculties of protane, or hereticall 
ponſonss They conſider not that 

haue morerightro thegood 
Foo meu can doe, then they that 
[doe it, and challoaie that good 
for thee QWne ;; !- e 


"Bai I cannot hs ha itcould 
be lawful for his Sonnes to match 
with. the daughters .of Moab; 
Had: theſe men heard how farre, 


(ontemplations. latio Lis. xx; 


and 


== 


= 
— I — 


- 
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and vader how ſalemne an oath, 
their father Abraham ſent for a 
wite of his owne-ttibe, for his ſon 
Ifaxx? Had 
neſt charge of holy Ifaac,,”/ ts rhe 
ſonne he bleſſed) Thou 
4 Wife. of | the ters of Cana ? 
Had they forgonem the plagues 
of Ifracl for but aſhort:conuerſa- 
tion with the Moabituh women? 
If theyiplead remoteneſſe from 
their. awneipeople pDid they not 
remember how farre Iacob walked 
to.Padan-Aram ?: Was it further 
tron Agoab to. Berhleem ,- thei 
fromiBethleem to:Moab ?and-if 
the-care, of: themſelues led them 
fron) Bethleotn to Mbab; ſhould 
not their; care | of obedience to 


| God hauc as wel carried the back 


they heard-the ear-| 


— —_— 
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| 


| 


from Moab 1a Bethleem?. Yerit 
their wives would haue left their 
[dolatrie with their maiden- head, 
the-march. had been more fate; 
but now, eucn atthe laſt farewell, 
Naanican fay of Orpab,that ſheis 
returned to her gods. Theſe men 
hauso fioned in-therr chojce,and 1 
ſpeeds with them. accordivgly 
Vehero did euer one of theſe vn 
equallmatches proſper? The wo 
fannes of Hhmelsch are (weprawaylfi| ( 
childleſſe in the prime: of they! try 
220 and in iced af their ſeed} th, 
theyleauc their carcaſſes iggMie 


tha 


{their wives widdowes, their mo: [{+; 


ther chuldleſſe., and helploſic aj yy} 
mongtt Infdels.zo thatago whuobfY live 
moſt needed comtort. How mu ring 


-—— -- - —» ww —— 
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Nami 2 which is letr deſtivers of | 


her countty , her'husbaud';/ het 
children, her friends;' and turned 


looſe , and folitarie to themiercie | 


of the wedto Yet euen'out of 


theſe hopelefſe ryines , wal God! 
raiſe comtortto hiyſeruant;- Fhe || 


firlt good newes is,that God hath 
viſited his people with bread ; 
now therefore; nceher hoard 


and 'formes wet& Vrrecoutrable; | 


| ſhe-wilf cry co-xecouer her-coun- 


try, and: kinrod-; TEwoeetn have | 


the / fate ' conditistis-tr Itdah; 
thatwohaucin Moab, wearene 
Ylfrzelices, if wee? rotttne® Het*s! 


G m__ heb lub+b@andiontiee!, 


wolf lived; Þ heave no-motion 66 fett- 
| ing home, now the her earthly 


» hand are remoned,, (hoe- thinks 


Aa 4 pre-! 


hn aw 


(omemplations. Li. 1 1 
preſently of  remoulng; to. 0..her! 
country,; Neither <an-we.ſo hatr 
tily, thznke-of 'our- home; abbiie, 
whiles wee. are: furmithed , with! 
thele,.. worldly.\cortentments 1; 
whep God ſtrips - vs, of them), 
ſtraight-waies/our mind Is noe: 
warde:  10.11,24-2% Gt) 


She Ls TS 
vader. the proteGion of-an buf: 
bandz- attended, wih,hes fonnes} 
ſtored with: ſubſtance; / reſolues 
now-t9 meaſure: all that way 
lone: -Her adugyſutic had- iript 
herof all,.bura good beart;ithat 
remaiges with, her, abd beares,vq 
hes.bead,-in-the, deepelt of ;he 
exterpitie ; Tos Chriſtian forti; li 
wade wades tongh all. .Fuils [an 


GR — 
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andqhb webe vp1o thechin, yet! 
>harr| | | keepes firme fooring-againk the; 
boiiks ſtreame : wherethis:iggthe lexeis 

' With] | | nor; diſcerned; neither 145] the 
y_ of the:culdlread i the 

ace ; :How welt: dath [zhis.cou- 
name-| | | rage becomelſraclites, when wee: 
|] | are Jeftcomfortkeſle an thernid 


| ,;.,:1 |] | of the Moab otchigworld; t91xe+, 
hleemy|f| | ſoluetheconteinprof alldangess; 
a2 buk lf] | inthe way to-our homes Agcon; 
ſognes ff | trarilyy nothing dbth/more. mil- 
efolucs ff | beleeme a Chriſtian, thenthathis 
way ||| | ſpirits ſhould flagge with his 

. rip} | cltare3- and -thar any. , difticultic 


ſhould:make bin»idifpaiceatat- 
tayning his beſt cnds. --; - ;1 

' Goodnes15.of awinning/qua- 
litywhereſocuer.it is ; and euen 
amongſt Infidels:, will make at 


\ 
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"rnd, Lin x1, 


ſelte: -fweinds; The good dilpdfi- 
tion of Naomi carries away the 
hearts of her 'daughters in law 
with her ; ſo as they arereadyto 
forlake their kinred, their coun- 
trey, yea their owne morher , for 
a ftranger, whole affinity died 
with her ſons :- Thoſe men are 
worſe then Infidels, and next to 
Diuels that- hate the vertues: of 
Gods Saints; and could loue their 
Fea _ i —_ were n@tcon- 
able, 4] bh ade 


How: "i. "dal tabenk 
daughrors of Mach pleadfortheir 


howjhardly igcither of thera di(- 
ſwated from p | 


continuancs.winth Naomi ©:;/:and| 


200 


Mm a - & - = _ 


ob-the 
"* of her ſacery as 
| 


Lrnv1s. Noomiond Rub. 


; good natures cuen among; Infi- 


s, and ſuch as for moral} diſpo. 
tion , ayd cimil} refpets canntor 
beexceeded ' by the- beſt-pro- 
feflors : Who can ſuffer-his/hearr 
to- reſt i thoſe: qualities, which 
are-common to  thom that'are 
__—_— God? © : 

Z 


| 


Aactabatiias not be ſoitfent;- 
ble of her owne good, asnet ro 


cation of els; yet fo earneſtly 
doth ſhe diffwitde from accom- 


paying 


——_— 


know how much comfort: fhee | 
might reape to the folarinefle, | 
both of her ve yago, and hee wid- 

dowhood, by the fociryor theſe | 
wwe. yoager' widdewes';j : whoſe| 
afeftions (he had fo- well:tried; 

0n0n-very partnerfhip- is @ ies | 


— 


—— 
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| {clues with the diladuantage: of 


they; could. ;þe; £antent .all..the 
thewin the aria diet dzob 


panying her ,.46that ſhe could 
not haue. {aid -mare;, if oo had 
thought their preſenceirkelome, 
and, burdenous 1; \Gdod dilpofi- 
Gontlowe aotito-pleaſure: —_ 


others,; and had rather be miſcra- 
blealone , then to draw in;party 
ners to their ſorrow ; forthe {ight| 
of anothers calamity;dothuather | 
double, their owne 5andjfi them-| 
ſelues; were free, y, would! aftedt| 
them with contpaſſian ;Aydon-| 
rariie jill. migdes aroma how!| 
many companions they =aable in 
milcrie, nor how few: arr pong 
goos ;{If chenj{elues malecwrys 


world ,. were; eawrapped with 


I maruel] 


—_ — 
— 
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[ maruell riot that Orpab is by 
| this ſeaſonable' importunky per- 
| ſ{waded to retutne ; from/a'mo. 
therin law, to amother in-nature; 
from a toyleſome iourney to reſt, 
from ſtrangers to her ckinred, 
froman hopelefle condinon , to 
likehihoods of - contentment. A 
little intreaty will ſerue to'mooue 
naturetobe good yntoit ſelie; E- 
uery once is rather a Naomi to his 
owne ſoule,to perſwade itto ſtay 
ſtill, and inioy the delights of 
Moeab., rather then to hazard our 
entertainment in Berbleem: Will 
religion allow me this wilde li- 
bertie of my actions, this. looſe 
mirth,theſe carnal pleaſures? Can 
I be a Chriſtian , and notliue ſul- 


lenly 2; None but a regenerate 
Tart heart 


Pee CC EEE 
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| 366. (ontemplations, L181. 
heart can chooſe rather to luffer 
aduerſuy with Gods pcople;then; 
te.mioy the pleaſures of [in for! 
aſcafon. 


Theone ſiſter takes an ynwil- 
ing farwell,;and moiſtens her laſt 

cs with many tcares; the other 
cannot be dniueaback but eepells 
one 1intreatie , with another ; 
bureat me not to leaue thee ; for Whi- 
ther thou goeſt, 1 will go ; where thou 
ave lieft I will dwell, thy people ſhallbe 
noy peuple ;thy God my Goa, Where thou 
INNER F- 
Rath law ſo mu ten Yeares 
tryall , it Newly ar was *—_ 
worth then all Moab, and m_com< 
partfon'wheteot , all worldly 144 
—_ deterued motinng bi oder 


- rempt:; 
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tewpt : The next degree ynto 
goodnelle is the loue of good- 
nefle : He is in a faire way- to 
gracegthatcan value it ; If ſhe had 
not been already a prolſclite , ſhe 
could not haue ſet this price yp- 
on Naonues vertue. Louc cannot 
be ſeperated from a delire of fru. 
ition 1; In yaine bad Rub pro- 
telted her aftetion to Naomi, if 
ſhe could haue turned her out to 
beriourney alone ; Loue to:the 
ſaints. doth got more argue. our 
intereſt 1n God, then ſocictic ar- 
| gues the truth of our lous. 

As ſome tighe veſſel! chat holds 
out againſt winde — lo 
did Ruth again(t al wers 
of a waben palouianss The |: 

impoſſi-| 


———_ —_— —_— _ — —— 
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[368 + (ontemplations. Lavin, 
impoſhbilicic oÞ'the comtorr' of 
marriage in tollowing her(which 
drew backether filter m law ) cat 
notmouther, She heares her mg- 
ther, like a modeſt matrone(com. 
trary-' to- the- faſhion of ' theſe 
[tumes-) ſay , .1\2m-too old to bat 
an 'huband, and yet ſhe 'thinkes 
not on the:contrary ,:I ani toe 
young to want" af husband-:- 
ſhould ſreme:the' Moabizer» had 
Hearned this faſhion "of Jſrael to 
expcttthe brothers railing of ſeed 
{to the deceaſed .; The:widdow- 
hood and -age-of' Naomi: ours off 
that hope ; neither could Rath 
then ,/'dreame''of :a' Boaz (that 
might aduancceher ;-Irisnoloue 
that cannot make ys willing to be 
miſerable for thoſe we affect; The 
holloweſt] 


—_—_——_U—— 


Pn" EY 
—_—_— — 


———. 


BIL. 
tort of 
which 
/ ) cat 
Erimg-» 
6 (con. 
thee 
to bat 
hiokes 
ul r00 
nd-:-It 
Th had 
rae to 
of ſeed 
:ddow- 
cars off 
Id Rath 
& that 
noloue 
190 be 
; The 


llowelt | 


Liab NaniidadRu?) 


world: abed19ll heuplaces iof 


hohowttt heart ca ' be tourene, 
to follow - ane chat: proſperethr: 
Adugrhisg is: the hl wedaſnat: 
friend{hip ;1t lpus veil notabiges 
borhfireand aniuleyris but cout 
terkejt,; {019 out.loueto- God yye. 
doe butzerack and. viunt in;yaing 
if W8;£apBoL be nlteg to/\pBer 
tor lyms: 0911 , (19939! 215115d 10; 

31 0162 ©/Qio 9 91557 

Bytuany w—_— might hape 
tolpegds) thatiwhbichwasdrawhe) 
imam ample, Was: -molt likely > 
Bebo 4by. (iſter 'ma-law ,- is ye ->: 
backt,, canto, bet: prople., 1414, 40 
her Gods; ; nelurne_. der 
This.,.pur artzJeſſe ;perſwaſion 


hath preuailed more with the 


realaty/bighs mavywalions 


DG il 


Bb carry| 


| 
”- — — . 
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carr#ypon this-ground; Thus did 
my fore-fathers:; Thus doe the 
moſt; [am neither the firſt, not 
the lait ; Doe any of che rolers; 
We ſtraight/thinke that; either 
fate, or pardonable, for which 
wecan/plead a precedent.” This 
good woman hath more'warrant 
forher reſolution, then anothers 
/practiſe ; The minde can neuer 
befteddy; whiles it ſtandesvpon 
others feet, and nillitbe ſetled yp- 
| onfuch groundgot affuraace;that 
it will rather Jead ; then follow; 
and can fay with Jfhug'; what- 
ſoeucr become-of the world, 1 


and my bouſe will ſerue the Lord, 


If Nas had not been aperſon 
of eminent note-; no knowledge 
FIR 4 had 


—_— — — 
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had been taken at Berhleem,ot her 
rerurne ; Pouerty is euer obſcure ; 
and thoſe that haue litt|e, may go 
and come without noiſe ; It.rhe 
ſtreets of Bethleens had not betore 
vſed to fay , There goes Naomi; 
they had not now asked, [5.uot this 
[Naomi ? She that had loſt. all 
things , but her name , is willin 

to part with that alſo; Call mee nor 
Naomi, but call me Marab, Her hu- 
mility cares little tor a glorious 
name, in adacged cltate; Many 
a one would: haue ſer faces ypon 
their want, and in the bitterneſle 
of their condition, haue affeted 
the name of beauty; ka all foxmes 
of good , there ate more; that 
careto ſeeme, then to bes Naomi 
hates this hypocrifie., and lance 


Bb 2 God 


—— — 


KM 
— 
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God hah humbled her;;:deſires 
not-ro bee reſpected of men : 

[Thoſewbich are trucly. brought 
down, tnake it not daintie y- that 
the world ſhould rhinke them ſo; 
but are ready to bee the firſt 
proclaimers of their owne vile- 


nelle. 


 Niomi went full out of Bechleew 


to preuent want; and now ſhee 
briggs that want home with her, 
which ſhee deſired to auoide: 

Our blindneſſe oft times - carries 
vs into- the -perills wee ſeeke to 
eſchew 3 God finds it beſt many 
times tocrofle-the likely proiefts 
of his deareſt” children ; and to 
multiply. thole atflitions , Which 
they teared 7 "1361 


Ta 


— 


— —  ___ 


:deſires 
, MEN + 
rou ht 
& ,/ aat 
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be farſt 


ne vile- 


Bechleem 
WW ſhee 
ith her, 
auoide: 

Carries 
ccke to 


t many 
Yroweds 
and to 


, which 
Ten 
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| Tha goon haue turned Naomi| 
into Marab ; what affurance is 
there *of theſe earthly thinges, 
whereot one houre may ſtrips ys? 
What man can fay of the yeares 
ro come, Thus I will be?How 
iuſtly doe we conemne this yn- 
certainty, and Tocke vp to thoſe 
riches that cantiot 'bur indute, 


when heauen and 'tarth are dif- 
folued? ; e - +: JI CHIOQLI3 
<4 d bd aa 

5 «732, c) 
Bb.3, . Boaz 

r - 


- —— - — — —— 


= Hiiles Elimelech (hiked 

\ | 4 to Moab to augide the 
FAVI\V/2! famine ; Boaz abode 
» WE! fill at Bethleem, and| 
continued rich , and powertull; 
He ſtaide at bois , and found 
that , which Elmelech went to 
ſecke, and miſſed : The iudge- 
ment of ſamine doth not lightly 
extend. it ſelfe.to all ; Peſtilencelfſ | 
and" the ſword fpare none ; but} | 
dearth commonly plagueth the 
meaner ſort ,, and balketh the] 


mightic 3 When Boaz, his ſtore-| 
houſe! | 


"EY 


(hifted 
ade the 
| abode 
m , and 
yertull; 
| found 
yent tO 
 indge- 
; lightly 
»(tilence 
ne ; but 
1eth the| 
eth the] 
is ſtore-| 


houſe! 


| 


| cation; oriwealthyP 
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were-full ; a matntaine.” 2006 


} 2ame of Bethleean. - 


4s \- 3 09 0502! 


Id not his rarer 
on thetermes of keriborror edu- 
bur 


er Io 


now that God harh; cal 


wand, ſhe. ſcorries not tolapher 
| | hand-vnto' all: homey teruices , 


and. thinkes it no dperagemede 
to! inde herbread in other mens 
holds; Theres ho: barder1efion 


2o a generous minde; hor! tHat 


more beſcemes'; rhen either to 
bears. want 4017-30 preuent« at ; 

give themielues-over 
to idlenefle; and miferiz; and be- 
cauſe they are ſy wall ſul 


R—__—_ 


is 


houſe: was / in mama fieldes | 


| 


Bb 4 That| 
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(oufeivplagionss L161 1, 
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þ:LIShangaodnyoman had oot 
|:bocrdfor: oothinrg:in thefchoole 


'|-reacoatbanydavgerot Wa, 
j/ od chafdes; 'thd1! pepaocmvight 


| 


|  temnezhe pewertitiptrhcir ec 
i þ  DrncngerP ugh flichuol 
| berſe ro oliechegce.,| thathee 


| nordetieroblequops::toy 
 jthonefhba wad re:Ncomiiq) Vitae 


of patience ; ſbevihath learned 
obedience toa poore oy: 


them ibnow 2 widdow,pat hg 


fremidts\diſphatt wadb awly Even 
\Slithdten dog eafily ltarrit ragon-| ff: 
( 


 wilbherffamiuch asgod forttbLinto 


1 the fxz)d kid withoue the| 
leaubat berimatherin law; amdis) 


| 


1byhoverifayteabelt: alwldren, 
| thatwabe.njaine a4tions/pEtheir 
lite, torget they hauetaturallÞd 


i; fl 1 + 14 rents: 


dren nent 
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hoot! f |rents::rIt is aſhame toſce thatin | 


boole| [| meancfamilics wantof ſubſtance 
arned| f| cauſetty want of dutie; and thar 
other;| | children ſhould thinkerthem(elus 


_—_—_—— 


alt he priuiledged for ytreuerence;. bes 


ete@i-.| | cauſe the Parent is poore, 
wight 1 TUE 00) on} « 
4 kxcn Littedo we know, when'wee 
agon-|[goc forth inthemorning;; what 
r own! = God imeanes-ro2 doe withysene 
[1ohaced) MW night; There is a prouiderico that 
atillce)ſ arccndson vsina)l our watwspand 
lLioto|ff guides vs-in{enfibly-ro! his-owne 
oe thelf.cads g-/That dnune hand leads 
\ -adiis| Ruth cblindtolded2to: the field:of 
 Marsh ff Boaz: That thee: mects withiHis 
5 Wie reapers; and tally vpon hisJand 
Lilies, amoneglt all, the oY .of 'Beth+ 
o&theirlccmgcuart! was mor [praiſe-xo: her 
election, but . the gracious.dib 


Nos 
rents: t 


— << * <a> - * — ——..A —— ik — 


poliuon 


poſition -of him, in whonr wee 
mooue; His thoughts are aboue 


( ontemplations. Liz; 


ours ; anl do $0:-order our aGi- 
ons, as we, if wee had: knowne, 
ſhould haue withed. 


No ſooner is ſhe come into the 
field, butthercapers arefriendly 
to her; no ſooner is Boaz, come! 
into his field, but he inuites her to 
more-bountie then ſhee - could 
haue deſired 5 now God. begins 
to.repay into her boſome;' her 
loue and dutie to her motherin 
law pReucrence and. louingir6 
ſpedts to Parents, 'neuer yet went 


away.yarecompenced ; God will 
| furcly raiſe vp: friends amongſt 
ſtrangers,to thoſe that hauc book 


officiousat home. 


I 
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onr wee 
ec aboue 
MUr aCti- 
nNowne, 


into the 
friendly 
2 come| 
s her to 


* could 
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from Moab, to meet with ſuch a 


thriftic,religious,charitable 3 Tho 
he were rich yet he wasnot care- 
leſle 3 hee comes. into the field to 
ouerlee his reapers Euen the beſt 
eſtate requires carefull menagza 
of the owner 3 He wanted,notot- 
ficers to take charge of his; hul- 
bandrie, yet;he had rather he his 
owne witneſle: After all the cruſt 
of-others, the Maſters cye feeds 
the. horſe. : -The Maſter. of this 
great -houſhold. ot the,; world 
giues ys an example of this care, 
whole eye is in cuery corner of 
this his large poſſeſſion, Not ct- 
uilitie only, butreligion þinde vs 
to good husbandrie, We/are all 


It was worth Ruthes journey | 


man as Boaz, whom wee finde | 


ſtewards, | 
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ſtewards, aud what account can 
we g1ueto our maſter,if-we neuer 
 lookeafter' our eſtate? I doubt 
whether Boaz had been ſo rich;1 
he-had' not been ſo frugall: Yet 
was'he not more thriftie,then re- 
ligious: He comes not to his rex 
pers, but with a bleſſing in lis 
mouth : The Eord*be ith you,'ss 
one that knew, if hee were with 
them, and not the Lord, his pre. 
fence'could auaile- nothing. z All 
thebuſineſſe of the tamilie Ree 
the better, for the'maſters bem& 
dition; Thoſe affaires are likely 
\toſucceed, that take their begits 
nifg'at God. *© ' OW 


Chatkie was well aaxched with 
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words,, are but hypoctiges x no 
ſooner doth hee heare the name 
of the Moabiteſſe, but he ſeconds 
the kindnes of his reapers;. and 
ſtill he riſes in bis favours*, Firſt, 
(he way gleanc in his field ; then 
ſhee may drinke of his veſlells; 
then, ſhee ſhall rake her meale 
with his reapers; and part ot.it, 
from his owne hand; Laſtly, his 
worke-men mulſt'lert fall ſheaues 
for hergathering: A ſmall.thing 
helps the needie ; an handtull of 
plcanings , a lap-full of parched 
corne, a draught ofthe ſeryants 
bottles, a looſe ſheate was ſuch 
a fauour.to Rath , asſhe thought 
was aboue all recompence ; Thi 

was - not . ſecne./in the eſtate 
of Boaz, - which. yot makes her 


for 
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tor the time, happy. It we may 
refreſh; the ſoule of the poore 
withthe very offalls of our eſtare, 
and not hurt our (clues, woe be 
to vs if we doeitnotz Ourbarnes 
| ſhall bee as full of curſes as of 
cortie, if we grudge the ſcattered 
eares of our field tothe hands of 
the needie. 


How thankfully doth Ruth 
take theſe ſmall fauours from 
| Boaz,: perhaps ſoine rich lewell| 
1m Moab would not haue been ſo ſe: 
welcome, Euen this was a pres {lit 
ſage of her better eſtate ;" thoſe 
which ſhall receuue great ble(s 
ſings, are ever thanktfull-tor liztle; 
wy, if poore ſoules be ſorhank- JN 
full ro vs, for but an handfull;orac 
ſheafe3 
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| ſheafe 3 how ſhould we be affe- 


&ed to our God, for whoſe fields- 
full, for full barnes,full garnets? 


|: /Doubtleſſe,Boaz, having taken 
notice of the good nature; duti- 
full cariage, andthe neere aftmi- 
tie of Rath, could not but pur- 
pole ſome greater - beneficence, 
and higher reſpe&s to her, Yet 
now onwards he fits his kindnes 
to her condition, / and giues her 
that,” which to her meaneneſſe 
leemed much , tho he thoughrir 
little: Thus doth the boumtie of 
our-God deale with vs; It is not 

for want of loue, that hegiues vs 

no greater meaſure of grace , but 

or want of our fineſſe an capa-/ 
citie3 Hee hath reſerued greater: 


preter- | 


| | 
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| preterments for ys; when it ſhall 
bee/ (calonable. for ys to regeiue 
themy,;;; 1290304 11 26} th 


1 Rav returnes, home wealthy| 
with' her Ephah of batley,, and| 
thankiju)ly magnifies the liberal 
tie of Boaz, her new benefactor; 
Naowp, ;rgpayes-, his; -beneticence 
with her bleſhng; Bleſſed be. eg 
the Lord,! It the rich can exchange 


bleGings »: they. haye no cauſezall] 
complaine of anjill bargains,Quif 
gifts; cannot be Worth thei faichr| 


cauſe, he.that receives, hatbbuta 


worthleſſe almes;; bee that gia | 


bleſhogs; 


receiues an ynueluable 


I can» 
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their almes with, the, poore., thrlfſ 


tull prayers:: Thexeloreiris >etrll |.1 
ter 49, give: they t9, #eceiue z Þ&lf 
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efaQgor:;! 
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4 be hee 


xchange 
oore., ths 
, cauſe 9| 
cir faithe| 
e145 OG 
ft | cie ; Like as meniof trade rake 
bit ill, ,zf cuſtomers which areim} 


|-rheir \bdokes, g0c::tor ther 
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|ates ta anoxher. thop ; Viale- 
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1 -catinor but adniite themes! 
deſtic and filence; of :thele, two | 
women; ;Naan hadinot ſo wuch | 
as talked of het: kinred-in1Beths | 
leem;noriillnow; had (hee told: 
Rubrhar the bad a wealthydurik 1 
wan; neither had-Rach; inquargd 
of her 'hysbands: great alliance; 
but both-ſare downe.meckly with! 
their 0wne wants, \dndcared:;not 
to know: any thing e)ſe auethar 
theraſelucy were: poore.: -Fliumi-! 
litie is euer the way to Honor./-" 


|: It s adifcurteſiewhere we are 
.-beholdeauto alter our dependen- 


Y 
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pt 
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ly doth Naomi aduiſe Rath not 
to bee ſeene' in any other field, 
| whiles the harueſt laſted. . The 
very taking of their fauours is a 
contentment to thoſe that haue 
already well deſerued; and it is 

uarrell cnough that their curte- 
FX is not recciued ; How ſhall the 
God of heauea take it,that whil 
he giues and proffers largely,w > 


runne to the world that can 


ford vs-nothing but yanitic and 
vexation?: : : 


1: Thoſe: that can leaſt-aRt, are 
oft-times the beſt ts aduiſe 
Good old Naomi fits ſtillathom 

and by her counſell payes Ruth 
all the loue:ſhee owes her. The 
{face of that ation,” to whicl 
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ſhee_direRs her, is -the- worſt 
peece;of it; the heart was ſound ; 
Perhaps , the aflurance ,-which 
long tryall had{-giucn her of the 
good goucrnment ,; and hrme 
{chaſtine of her, daughter law, 
ragether with her perſwaſion. of 
the religious gravitic. of; Beag, 
made her] thioke that deſigne 
lafe , which: 16; athers had cheen 
perilous, if nor, deſperaze ; But 
belides that , hoſding Bodz next 
of blood to Hlamelech , (hee made 
account of him, j. as. the: lawtull 
T husband of Retb. ; ſo as there 

wanted nothing but a challenge, 
lathomey and capſummation ; Nothing 
wi was abated burſome outward ſo- 
her. The lemnities , which (tho expedient 
to whucli for the ſatisfation of others ) 


| 


| 


yer} 
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| yat were not efſeftiallro matr1- 


age: Andibtherowereniorthete 
colouts: for a'pHoictt Jo fyſpiei- 
oth /ir wonkdigordellow] 3hat 
theaion woarwarraritable;be- 


| | WT , 
| xaos Naomies +> hy (hould her 


example bemprelafe'inthivthen 


| in-watching: her fonnes with In- 
|fidel>þ then ii ſending backe 
| Orpah 40) her''farbers Gods2-'If 


euery. «&t of an holy - perſon 
(hould bee ourrule , wee ſhould 


| have crobked hhaes\#Euery ation 


that'is reported ,'is not ſtraight- 
waits allowed ;Our courſes were 


| yaywictrtaine "it 'God had not 


giten'vs rules, whereby wee may 
cxarmine the examples of the beſt 
Saints; and as well cenſure, as fob 
low them. Let them that ſtumble 


at 


Conenl 


BuazatRut, 52g | 


conunetice of pt 
123.55; < 
Theſ@ti times/Werenot Fey 
This mari (though great iwBeth- 
leem) laies himdownetoxelt vp- 
on apallet, in'the Roote' of his 


barne; when bee'awakesat mid: 
night,no maraellit he were ama- 
zed to hinde himlelte accompa=- 
nied; yer; though his heart were 
cheared with wine the-place1oliv 
tarie, the nightfilear, the-perſon 
comely, the inuitation plauſible, 
could [lobe drawne oy rathadt 
of Juiby His:apperizo-could wot 
get the vicore- of-reafony/itho 
it had wine: and: Oporteamie 0 


helpecir oP Here "Hoag ſhowd 


atthe boldnes olbjmiat _ | 


linſelfe -a great! maſter! oH lus | | 


Cc 3 afte-| 
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afteftions , that hee was able ito 
reſiſt a fit tentation ; Ir: 15 no 
thanke to many that they are free 
offomecuills; perhaps they wan- 
ted not will, but- convenience; 
But it .a man when hee is fitted 
with all helps to his fin, can repel 
the pleaſure of ſin, out of conſci- 
ence; this is true fortitude. , : 

| 


In ſteed of touching her as a 
wanton,he bleſles her as a father, 
/incourageth heras a friend, pro- 
miſeth her as a kinſ{mav, rewards 
herasa patron,& ſends hir awa 
lade with hopes, & gifts, no. leſle 
chaſte, more happy then ſhee 
came: Ob admirable temperance 
worthy the progenitor othim, in|ſ|; 
whole lipsand heartwas noguile.| 

ts . If 


— a _ 
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man , the marriage had needed 
no protraction, but now that his 
conſcience told him, that Ruth 
was the right of another, it' had 
not been more ſcnlualitic then 
iniuſtice, to haue touched : his 
kinlwoman ; It was not any bo- 
dily imporencic,but honeſtic and 
conſcience that reſtrained Boaz, 
for the very next night (hee con- 
ceived by him ; that good man 
wiſhed his mariage bed holy,and 
durſt not lye downe inthe doubt 
ofaſinne : Many a manis honeſt 
out of neceſlitie, and aftes the 
praiſe of that, which hee could 
not auoide; but that mansminde 
is ſill an adulkerer, in the for- 


*lf|ced continence 'of his bodie ; 


Cc 4 No 


"If Boaz had been the next kinſ-! 
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| No'action' can giue vsIrue coim | 
fort, but that whuch wedoou ot 


| | | 
the orounds of obedicnce. 


bx Thoſe which are fearefull of f| | 
Goring; ate'carctull uor'to bee! [ 
thoupht to fins Boazzthough he 1 
knew himſckte:to be cicaie,would| 
hop: have occaſion of tafpicion| f| | 
giuen to: others 5 ( Let noman know | | l 
that a Women camt-mio the floore x )| | | 11 
Agood heartisno lefle atraide off [n 
a (canidall, then ot aſins whereas 
{ thoſe- that- are .reſolued+ not 10 
make any ſctupleiof {ins defpile]F | tic 
others conſtructions, nor caring|| tre 
whom they offend {o charthey|ſ| ga 
may pleaſe: bemfeluexouThat ne 
Naim might feeher daoghter in| de: 
l1w-was txot (eat backe itrdidli ke 3 if} th: 
0/1 Vs (he #i-4 
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'ſhe comes home laden with 
corne ; Ruth hath gleaned more 
this night, then in halferhe har- 
uelt; The careof Boaz was, that 
ſhe: ſhould-not. returne to. her 
mother emptie:' Louc whereſoc- 
'uer 1t is , cannot bee niggard- 
ly 3 Wee meaſure the loue- of 
God by his 'gifrs ; How ſhall 
hee abide to ſend vs away emp- 
tie fromtnoſetreaſures of good- 
neſle. 


Boaz 1s reſtleſſe in the proſecu- 


non. of this ſute 3 and hies him 
fron his threſhipg floorez:tathe 
gate; and there-| conuents;:the 
nearer -kinſman 'before-the El- 
ders of the Cittyz what! was-1t 
that: 'mader:/Buaz ſo:'readie;; to 
A 1ntertaine, 


| 


ſhe 


—_—__ er 
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intertaine, ſo forward to vrge this 
match 2 Wealth ſhe had -none, 
notſo much as bread, but what 
ſhe gleaned out of his fielde : 
Friends ſhe had none, and thoſe 
ſhe had elſe where , Moabites; 


Beauty ſhe could nothaue much, 


{after that ſcorching in her trauel|, 


in her gleanings , Himlſelte tells 
her what drew his heart to her, 


| ( Al che Citie of my people doth know 


that thou art « Toertuous Woman : ) 
Vertuein whomſocuer itis found, 
is a great dowry, and where it 
meetes with an heart that knowes 
how to value it , is accounted 


in the bowels of the earth : The 
corne/ heape 'of 'Boaz, was but 


chaffetothis, & his mony,drofle. 
| As 
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greater riches then all that is hid | 
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| Asaman that had learnedto 
| ſquareall his ations to the law of 
God, Boaz, proceeds legally with 
his riuall ; and tells him of apar- 
cell of Elimelecs land ( which, itis 
like ypon his remouall to Moab, 
he had alienated ;) which he( as 
the next kinſman ) might baue 
power to redeeme ; yetſo, ashe 
'muſt purchaſethe wife of the de- 
ceaſed with the land ; Euery kinſ- 
| manisnot a Bonz, the man could 
liſten'to the land , if it had beene 
free from the clog of a neceflary 
marriage; but now he will cather 
leauethe land; thentake the wite; 
Leaſt, whiles he ſhould preſerue 
Elimelecs inheritance , he ſhould 
deſtroy his owne ; for the nexr 


ſcede, which he ſhould have by | 


| IIS 
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Ru, | 
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th, ſhould not be his heire, but 
his deceaſed kinſmansHow knew 
he-whether God might not by 
that wite , ſend heires enow for 
both their eſtates ? rather had he 
therefore iacurre a manifeſt in. 
tuſtice, then hazard the danger of 
his inheritance3.The law ot God 
bound him to raiſe vp>ſcede to 
the next in blood; the care of his 
inheritance drawes | bin; to-a 
negle&tof his duty , tho with.in-. 
famy and reproch., and -now. he 
had rather his face ſhould bee! 
ſpit. vpon, and his: name ſhould 
bee, called , The houſe of bum 
whoſe, ſhoce Was pull d: off, ithet 
to-xelerue the honour of him, 
that did his . brother right , 40 
hizowne'pretudice 3 How many! 


arc 
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are there that doe ſo oner-loue 
their iflue, as that they regard 
neither finne, nor ſhame in ad- 
uvancing'it ? and that -will-ta- 
ther indaunger their ſoulethen 
leeſe their name 2? It is a wo- 
full inheritance that makes men 
heires 'of the' yengeance'::of 
God. | 1-64 

Boaz is glad to take the; ad- 
uantage offs refuſall ; and holds 
that ſhooe (which was the igne 
of his tenure ) more worth then 
all the land of Elimelec. ' And 
whercas other Wiues purchaſe 
{| their husbands, with a large dow- 
ric, this man purchaſerh his wie, | 
at a deare rate, and: thinkes his | 
{| bargaine happy;All.cheſubGanes| 


of] 
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of the carth,, is not worth a ver- 
ruous and prudent wife ; which 
Boaz, doth now ſo reioyce in , as 
if he this day onely began t: to by 
wealthy. 


Now is Ruth taken into: the 
houſe of Boaz; ſhe, that before 
had ſaid, ſhe was not like one of 
his maidens,is now become their 
miſtreſſe; This day ſhe hath glea. 
ned all the fields and barnes of a 
rich husband ; and ( that there 
—_ be no want in her rfl 
nefle) by a gracious husban 
hath gained an happy ſecde ; and 
hath the honour , aboue all the 
dames of I/rgzl, to be the great 
grandmother of a King, of Daid, 
of the Meſſiah. 


Now 
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\ Now is Marab turn'd backe a. 
gaine to Naomi 3 and Orpab, if the 
heare of this in Moab, cannot but 
enuie at her ſiſters ha pines: Oh 
the ſure and bountifull payments 
of the Almightie ; Who ever 
came ynder his wing in-yaine? 
Who euer loſt by truſting him? 
Who euer forſooke the Mob of 
this world forthe true I#el, and 
did not at laſt reioyce'in the 
change. 
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«Anna and Peninna. 


PRE Li cultomes wherethey 
We arc once interiained ary 

| {not ealily diſcharged; 
Polygawie beſides carpall delight 
might nowplead|age, and exany;] 
ple: ſo ascuen Ekanab (though 
Lenite) is tainted with the finne of 
Lamech ; Like as faſhions of attire, 
which at the firſt were diſliked ag 
vncomely , yet when” they art 
once growne common, are taket 
vp.ot the graueſt : Yer this ſione k; 
as then currant with the time 
could not make Elkanah, not reli 
g10US 


. 
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gious 3 The  houſeot Gad ur Shilo 
was duely trequented of.hinigzat 
reatimes ,, alone; in hisordiaduy! 
courle of attendance; with all his} 
males, thriſe a;yeate-; audoante a! 
yeare , with all his farntlie3/Ekd! 
couriofiance:of axi-ynknowacfin 
cannor hinder the! yprightads of 
2mansheart with God ;a5a2ndu 
may habe a mole ypon lis backs, | 
and yetthinkehisshin clearepthe 
leaſt mT of knowledge, bowl. 
tulnes marres his ; figcenity..: 1429) 
1 oct iis 


He that bys vertucofhis places 


ar ah rene war 


thers ,' would: niuch leflonegictt 
I his own;ltisa ſhame forhim zbac 


Bouy not appeare- befarolithe 


teaches, .Gads.people thav-they | 


Lord) 


| 
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| kimfelfe. If Lexites be profane, 


| uen forthat wife which holeged 
lefſe 3 There is - nothing more 


empty ; to bring no ſacrifice for 
was ſhould be hoes! e 


:Jawas the faſhion when they 
lactificed, ro feaſt ; ſo did Hkaxah; 
the day of his deuotion isthe day 
of his triumph ; he makes great 
cheere tor his whole familie , c. 


comely, then cheerefulnes in the 
ſeruices of God ; What is therein 
all the world, wherewith the hart! 
of man ſhould-be fo lift vp, as 
with'the conſcience of his duti 

doneto. his maker? Whiles wee 
doe fo; God doth to ys, as our 


[glafſe;, ſmile pon VS, , while well 


ſmile on him, 
2. | Loue 


1 they 
kanah; 
1e day 
; great 
lie, C- 
loued 

more 
; in the 
herein 
he hart] 
vp, as 
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Loue 


{chat ſo ſhe might finde no leſle 


|hcartyloue, then ſhe had = 
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| Louewillbeſcenby entertain- | 

ent; Penimnah and her children | 
(hall not complaine of want, but | 
Anna (hall inde her husbands af. 
tetion in her portion; as his loue 


|her husband, wins it, berbarren- 
[neſſe; The good earure of Elkanah 
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to het: was double, fo was her, 
part ;Shefared notthe worſe;be- 
cauſe ſhe was childlefle ;no good 
husband will diſhke his wife for a 
faulrout of the: power of her re- 
dretle : yea rashor ; that which 
might feeme to:-loole the lone of 


laboured by his deare reſpets, 
to. recompence this affliction ; 


contentment m-the fruit- of his 


fruitle .zk 


om:hu OWne . 
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God knowes how to diſperſe his 


is rhe property of true mercy,to |' 


be moſt fauorabletothe weakeſt ; 
Thusdoth the gracious ſpouſe of 
the Chriſtian foulespirtie the bar- 
renneſle of his ſeruants 3 O Saui- 
our, we ſhould not finde thee fo 
indulgent to vs, if wee did not 
complaine:of our owne vawor- 
thincfle : Peninngh may baue the 
more children but barren mah 
hath the moſt loue 3; How much 
rather could Ekanab have wiſhed 
Penmuah barren ; and Annah fruit- 
full; bur if ſhe ſhould haue had 
bothiflue, andloue, ſhe had been 
proud, and her riuall deſpiſed ; 


fauours ſo , that-euery one may 


haue cauſe both of thankfulnefle 


and humiliation ; whules theres 
| no/ 


lit. ——_— 
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no onethat hath all , no one but 
hath ſome; It came and contempt 
were not thus equally tempered, 
ſome would be ouer hauty; and 
others too miſerable; But now, 
cuery man fees that in hiclelte 
which is worthy of contempe, 
and matter of emulation in:0- 
thers , and contrarily fees what| 
to pittie-and diſlike in the moſt 
cminent,.and what to applaudin 
himſelte, and outof this cantra-- 
rietie, ariſes a ſweete meane:of 
contentation. 


The Joue of Elkmahis ſovnable 
to free-/ Ama. froar[the wrongs 
of herriuall;, ': chiat ah PLocures 
thempather ; /The)vatruutulattic 
of : Amie! had: noeudr/ withdo 


ti Dd 3 much| 


————_— 
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| much delpight beeue laidinher 
diſh , af her Busbands heart had 
been- as barren ot loue-to her 1 
Enuie though it take aduantage of 
our weakeneſles,yetis euer raiſed 
vpon ſome grounds of happines, 
in them whom it emulates ;Ir is 
eucranillefied of a good cauſe: 
Lf 4bels lacrifice had not beene 
accepted, and if the accepration 
| of % ſacrifieehad __ a 
blefling, no enuie had followed 
vpan it. | 


There is no euill of another, 
whereinitisfitto reioyce, but his 
Eguie ; and this 3s worthy of our! 
roy and thanktulneſle; Agree 
it ſhowes vs'the price of that 
ma which wee © id and 

| valued 


III —. 
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valued not ; 


enuicis thus ml an{wered,when 
itis made the euill cauſe ota _ 
effe& to vs3'when God a 

ſoules may game. by nmr 
finne. 1 do newfindethatdwnds 
inſulted 


oue; as Penima., did vyporther, 
for her fruitfulnefle : 3 >Thoſe 
that are truely gracious , know 
how to recciue.: the bleſſings of 
God, without contempt of them 
that want ; and haue learned 
to bee thankefull, a—_ o- 
uerlineſfle. | 


pre rr Eero 
ved in-a malicious heart, is like 
fire-in billers of Luniper , which 


— 


Dd4 they 


; The malignitic of 


vpor Pexinzah,, forithe | 
pI meaſure of her busbands 


"0 I ——_—_— y— _— 
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w onnhphanon » Lyb.rr. 


(thoyſay) continues.more yeares 


| rhreivane; Euery yearewas Anas 


'thus: vex<d: with her; emulous 
|pactiles 3 {and awhbled, both in 
| keo'praiers and ncales Amida 
| atkheis.teaftings p:\hcc! fedon 
{ndthway  burbeT mares £ Some 


mnotouneldſſcofubedilpight and 


i miartits of othets and canturac 


| eucrgkinde: viages y with: con: 
ton By how:nwebo warren! 
 deritliw hearvigpſarmuch; 

deeplpis ivcucrhficted with xlifs 
cartefirszAs wazeireccues and r0y 


| raines that impreſſion ,"#lach40 


the hard clay cannot be ſeen;or,as 
the azteclesthatrapregreiactithe 
zkibofcheoit-dubobddnonedan 
g$daivo Youth hu batidiof Amy 


tet. —— 


i vat þ bd ( as 


_— 


zonsartteffe ſenfible;and| 
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(as one:thart knew his dutie ) la- 
bours by his loue , to comforther 
againſt theſe diſcontentments, 
Why Weepeſt thou ? Am not IT better to 
thee then ten ſores? 1tisthe weak- 
neſle of good natures , to giue ſo 
much K PWas: to an enenue3 
what would malice rather haue 
thenthe vexation of them whom 
it perſecutes? Wee cannot better 
plealean aduerlarie, then by hur- 
ting ourſelues 3 Thisis no other, 
then to: humor ennie, to ſerue 
the twine' of thoſe, that maligne 
18;-and:to draw'on that malice, 
whereot-we.are weaty'/ whereas 
careleſneſſe puts ill will out; of 
countenance 3 and makes it with- 
draw:3t{elte an: a-rage; as that 
whichidoth but:(hame:thecaur- 


; Dig | thor, 


— 
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| Iforts it. 


| [helpsfaile vs, thisremaines , and 


| beſt remedio is contempt. 


thor , without the hurt of the 
patient: In cauſcleile wrongs the 


fort in the louing perſwaſions of 
her husband, ſeeks it in ber pray- 
ers; She riſes vp hungry from he 
teaſt,and hyes her tothe Temple, 
there ſhee powres out her teares, 
and ſupplications ; Whatſocuer 
the complaint be, hereisthere- 
mediez There 15 one vniuerſall re- 
ceit for all cuills,prayers Whenall 


whiles wee haue an heart, com- 


. She that could not finde com-| | 


Here was not more bitterneſle| 


; 


in the ſoule af Zang, then teruen- | 


clic; 
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eith, 
bleſl 
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cie; ſhee did not onely w weep and 
pray, but yow vnto God, It God 
will giue her aſonne,ſhe will giue 
her ſonne to God backeagaine 3 
FEuen nature it ſelfe had confecra- 


ted her ſon to Gods for he could 
not but be borne a Leuite; But if 
bis birch make him a Lewee , her 


yow{hal make him a Nzzarite,8 
dedicate his 'mjnoritietpthe Tar 
bernacle 3 The: way 1@ ghraine 
any hepefir , is to deuote'tt in our 
he's tothe glory ofzhas God, 
of whom wee-a5ke' ig ;./by this 
means ſhall God both Sn | 
his feruant,and honour hina(elte , 

Whereas, if the ſcope of aur de- 
fires be carnall, wee may be lure 


rneſle| 195 rior yr a 
ruco-|ſbleſing, - >< 


cic; 
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<F Ld Byfts on: ſtools lo 

> } by one-of the poſt ſpe 
172 of the Teac s 
PREG where': ſhould: 
Priefts df God be birt in the Tei. no 
ple 2 Whether for aQion- or for wit 
ouer-fight ;: Their: wvery' relehee} bel 
keeps bds houſe in! ikes (Hd 2c a! 
thepteſence of Gdd!: keeps thei 
heartSin order,” { 2103 {1 (25:91 7p S 
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too forward to the cenluring of 
others ; Good Eh, becauſe hee 
markes the lips of Anna to:moue 
without noyſe, chidesher'-as 
| drunken , and vncharitably:miſ- 
[conſtrues her deuotion ; It was a 
| weake ground whereon to build 


tools 

e\ poſt 
rnacls'| 
[fd £6 4 
e Tei 


- er fr} withſtanding alithe reareswhuch 


releh 
T-;'8 
5 (thei 
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lagſate 


Loc 


ke iuſt colour for this concen, but 


aodh zcalous breachsbb charitic,/”: * 


| ſo heauie a ſentence; If ſhe had 
ſpoken too loude, and i incompos| 


ledly , hee might hauc had ſome 
now to accuſeiher filence (nor- 


heſaw) of drunkenneſle; 1CWASA 


Some ſick: mY —_ 
enraged with fo 'raſh.a-cenfure; 
when anger meets with griefe, 
botly - curne (into: furiew;;! - 
197 nts 
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this good woman had been inu- 
red toreproches,and beſides, did 
well fee the reproote aroſe from 
meſpriſon, and the mefpriſen 
from: 'zeale ; and therefore an- 
ſwers meckly, as one that had rax[dr 
ther ſatishie,thenexpoſtulate,Ng|m 
my Lori ,, but 1 am a homan vroublelf| (0 
in ſpirit ; Hely may now learn] ter 
charitic of Annab:; It ſhe had 'beraff be: 
in thatditomper, whertot heaofY yo) 


cuſed her , his-uſt reproofe half anc 
not been fo cafily digeſted:; GuibY tio! 
tinefſe .15 commonly clamorous Bcl 
and impaticut;wheras innocence} . 


is filent, and careleſle of mi 
reports; It is: naturall ynto/ al 
men'to wipe off from their nar 
allaſperfions-of- cuill ,. but nc 


doe it:with fuck violence; as they 


which 
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whichare faultie ; Itisa figne the | 


horſe is galled,that ſtirs too much 
when heis touched. 


Shee that was cenſured for 
ax drunken, cenſures drunkennefſe 
more deeply then her reprouer ; 
( ount not thine handmaid;for a daughs 
ter of Belial ; The drunkards ſtile 
begins in lawleſueſſe,proceeds in 
vaprofitableneſſe,ends in miſerie; 
ofe bh: _ all: ſhut yp in the denomina- 
+; Guibſ tion of this pedegree ; A ſonne of 
noroud Bclial. 


It Hamah had been tainted 
al with this finne , ſhe would have 
mi] denied it with more fauour, .afd 
baue diſclaimed inwith an exte- 
Hey ation; What if 1 ſhould have | 


been | 


= 
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| been merrie with wine, yet.l 


might bee deuout? It I ſhould 


haue ouer-ioyed in my ſacrifice 
to God , ene cup of exceſle had 
not been ſo baynous now: her 
freedome is ſcencin her ſeucritic; 
Thoſe which khaue cleare heart; 
from any ſinne, proſecute it with 
rigour ; whereas the guiltic are; 
eucr partiall. ; their conſcience 
holds their Lands and tells them 
that they. beat themſclues, whi 
they, puniſh oghers, ind 


Now Hely ſees his error , w_— 
regants it; and, ro make amend 
for.. bis raſþ cenſure; prayes þ 
her; Euenghe belt may erre, 
got perſiſt initz When good 
rures have oficuded; they arg ys 


qui || 
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quiet tul] they haye haftned-ſa- 
nsfaction ; This. was within his 
office, to, pray forthe diſtreſſed ; 
Wherefore ſerues the Prieſt but 
to ſacrifice for the people ; and 
the beſt lacrifices are the prayers 
of faith, 


Shee. that began her prayers 
with faſting, and wes. 4 riſes 
vp from them with cheerctul- 
neſle, and repaſt : It cannot bee 
ſpoken, how- much eaſe and 
joy the heart of man findes in 
hauing valoaded his cares ,,and 
powred out hisſupplications into 
the eares of God; fince..it 1s 
well aſſured, that the ſuite 
which. is faithfully asked , is' al- 


Ee £0n- 


lems a th. 


( ontemplations. Lis.11,| 


conſcience may well reſt, when it 
tells vs, that wee hauenegleRed 
no meanes of redreſling our affli- 
ions for then it may reſolue to 
looke either for amendment , or 
paticnce, 


The ſacrifice is ended,and now 
Elkanah , and his familie riſe yp 
early,to returne vntoRamahz but 
they darenotſet forward,till they 
haue worſhipped before the 
Lord; That iourney cannot hope 
to proſper, that takes not God 
with it; The way to receiue bleſ(- 
ſings at home, is to be deuout 
at the Temple. 


She that before conceiued faith| 


in her heart, now conceiues a 


L _ cn 


ſonne | 


leuout 


4 faith| 
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ſonne| 
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J |increafe of our iportunnie, or 
the donbling of our obligation. 
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ſonne in her wombez God will 
rather worke miracles then taith- 
full prayers ſhall returne empty : 
[doe notfinde that Peynmg asked 
any fonne of God, yet ſhe had 
ſtore 3 Anna begged hard for this 
one; and could not till now ob- 
taine him: They which aredea- | 
reſt ro God doe oft-times with 
great difticultie worke out thoſe 
bleſſings , which tall into” che 
mourhes of the carcleſſe : That 
wiſediſpoſer of all things knowes 
itfhtto hold-ys ſhort of thoſe fa- 
vours which we ſue for; whether 
tor the trya}) of ourpatience-or 
the exerciſe of ourtaith , or the 


— —_——— lm 
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Thoſe children are molt hike 
to proue bleſſings, which the Pa- 
rents haue begged of God ; and 
whichare na lzfle the truitof our 
ſupplications, then of our bodie; 
Athic childe was the ſonne of his 
mothers prayers, and was conſe- 
crated-to,God ere his poſlibilitic 
ot being ; ſo now humſclfe ſhall 
know,both how hee came, and 
whereto hee was ordeined ; and 
leſt hee ſhould torgetit, his yery 
name {hall teach him both z (She 
called bis name Samuel); Hee can- 
not ſo much as heare himſelfe na- 
med, but hee muſtneeds remem- 
ber both the extraordinaric mer- 
cic of Godin giuing him to a bar- 
ren mother ; -and the vow of his 


motherin reſtoring him backe to 
God! 


A... 


but ri 
chiek; 
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our dutic. 
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and by both of them carne holi- 
neſle,and obedience: Thereisno 
neceſſitic of ſignificant names ; 
but wee cannot haue too many 
monitors to put vs .in minde of 


Itis wont to be the fathers pri- 
uiledge to name his childe; but 
becauſe this was his mothers ſoo, 
begotten more by her! prayers; 
then the ſeed of Elkanab, it was 
but reaſon, ſhe ſhould have the 
chiefe hand both: in his name, 
and diſpoſing ; It had been in+ 
deed in” the power of Elkanah; 


| 


to haue changed both his name, 
and proteſſion ,- and to abro+ 
rate the vow of his wife ; 


God by her zealous dedication;| 


Ee 3 thar 
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|veſlells ; andas we vic, when wet 


that wiucs might know , they 
were not their owne ; and that| f |, 
the rib might-tcarne to know| f |tþ 
the head ; but busbands (hall a-|f |;, 
bu'e their authoritie, if they ſhall|ſ | {@] 
wiltully croſſe the holy purpo-| | he 
ſes, and religious indeuours offff | g 
their yoke-fellowes; How muchF/the 
more fit is it for them to. cheriſh ſc; 
/all good defires in the weakerfſ| þ, 

her 
| carrie a ſmall light in a windelY bec; 
to hide it with our lap, or hand knoy 
that it may not goe out; If thi cefjr 
wite bee a Vine, the husbanf need} 
ſhould be an Elmeto vphold hefrom 


[in all worthy enterpriſes 3 Elhearrs 


ſhee falls ro the ground, ar 


proues fruitleſle. 


Lis. I HE and Ama. 
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' The yeere is now come about;' 
hat| | | and Ekanah calls his familic to 
ow! f [their holy tourney 3 to goe vp 
ll a-| 4 |to [eruſalem, for the aniwerſarie 
hall|F | folemnity of their ſacrifice; Awnges 
rpo-|ff | heart is with them, butſhe hath 
s off |a good excuſe to ſtay athome, 
auchF|the charge of her Samuel 3 her 
crib] ſucceſſe inthe Temple, keeps her 
happily from the Temple 3 that 
a wedfff| her deuotion may bee doubled, 
inde becauſe it was reſpited : God 
handy knowes how to diſpenſe with ne- 
If th ceſſities 3 but, if we ſufferidle and 
1$bar necdleſle occalions to hold vs 
21d b@from the Tabernacle of God, our 
; Elhearts are but hollow to religion. 


|, al 


Now atlafſt, when the chulde 
Tihiwas weaned from her hand, ſhe 
Ec 4 goes 


—_ 
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| goes VP, and payes her vow, arid 
with it, payes the intereſt of her 
intermiſhon : Neuer dide/nna g0 
vp-with ſo glad an heart to $hilo, 
25 now that ſhe carries God this 
reaſonable preſent , which him- 
ſe}te gauc to her, and ſhe yowed 
to him ; accompanicd with the 
bounnie of other ſacrifices , more 
in number and meaſure, then the 
Law of God required of her ; 
and all this, 1s roo little tor her 
God, that ſo mercifully remem. 
bred her affliction, and miracu- 
louſly remedied it; Thoſe hearts 
which are-truly thankfult ;- doe 
no lefle reioyce in their re- 
| payment, then in their receit; 
and doe as much ſtudie; how to 


ſhow their humble: and -teruent 


afte- 


[tothe Tebernacle , Hy could not 


18.11. Ely and Ama. 


affeions, tor what they haue, as | 


how to compaſle tauours when 
they wgar them 3 Their debt is 
their burden, which when they 
haue diſcharged, they are at caſe. 


If Ama had repented of her 
vow , and not preſented her ſon 


haue challenged him; He had on- 
ly ſeen her lips ſtir, not hearing 
the promiſe ot her heart ; It was 
enought , that her owne ſoule 
knew her vow , and God which 
was greater thenitz Theobligati- 
onol aſecret vowis nolefle, then 
ifit had ten thouſand witneſles. 


Old Hely couldnot chooſe but 
much reioyce to ſee this fruir 


of! 
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of thoſe lips , which he thought 
moued with wine ; and this good 
proofe, both of the mengtull au- 
dienceof God, and the thanktul| 
fidelity of his handmaide ; this 
fight calls him down to his knees 
( He worſhipped the Lord) ; We are 


| vnprofitable witneſles ofthe mer- 


cies of God , andthe graces of 
men, it wedo notglorific him for 
others ſakes , no leſle then for 


our OWNne., 


Hlely and Anna grew now better 
acquainted ; neither had he fo 
much cauſeto praiſe God for her, 
as ſhe aftewards for him ; For if 
her owne praiers obtained her 
firſt childe; his bleſſing inriched 


her with five more, Ifſhe had not 
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Lruen herfirit ſonne ro God , ere 
ſhe had him ; 1 doubt, whether 
ſhe hadgnot been euer barren, or 
it ſhee had kept her Samuel at 
| home, whether cuer ſhe had con- 
ceived againe ; now that piety 
which ſtripped her of her onely 
childe, for the ſeruice of her God, 
hath multiplied the fruit of her 
wombe, and gaue her five for 
that one, which was ſtill noleſſe 
hers, becauſe he was Gods : There 
15no ſo certaine way of increaſe, 
as to lend,or giue vato the owner 


of all things. 
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Nd grace were naturall, 
es holy parents would 
WE not be lo 11] ſured with 
children : What good manwould, 
not rather wiſh his loynes drie, 
then fruitfull of wickednefle ?| 
Now , wee can-neither traduce! 


goodnes, nor chuoſe but traduce 


” Y 
Wal 
ws 
j bs 


ſinne; If vertue were as well in-f 


tailed vpon vs, as fin, one might 
ſerue to checke the other in 'o 
children ; but now fince grace 15 


ſocue 


onne 


Belt 


deriued from heauen on whomct ys 
| 
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ſoeuer it pleales the giver, and 
that euill which ours receiue he- 
reditarily trom ys , is multiplied 
by their owne corruption y 1t can 
be no wonder that good men 
haue 1]! children , it 1s rather a 
wonder that any children are 
not euill ; The ſonnes of & 
| are as lewde ,' as himſelfe was 
holy ; If the goodneſle of cx- 
amples , precepts , education, 
protetion could haue beene. pre- 
teruatiues from extremitie ot ſin; 
Ftheſe ſonnes of an holy tather 
tad not beene wicked; now, nei» 
ther parentage , nor breeding, 
| | 

or prieſthood can keepe the 
onnes of Hely. from ſonnes of 
Belial; If our children bee good, 
et, vs, thanke God for it ; this 
was. 


ht ee eee ee th, as 4 
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was more then wee could giue 
them; if euill they may thaake 
vs, and themſelues ; vs , for their 
birth-ſinne , themſclues for the 
improucment of it-to that height 
of wickednefle. 


Ifthey had not been ſonnes of| 


Ely, yet being Prieſts of God, who 


would not haue ho ped their very | 


calling ſhould haue infuſed ſome 
holineſſe into them $ but now, 
eucn their whye Ephod couers 
foule fannes, yea rather , it they 
which ſerue at the alter degene- 


Lr 


oric 
{tur 


rate, their wickednefle is ſo much 


geli 
purt 
Goc 
to by 
fort! 
hew 
car 5 
ſhou 
wast 
couel 
the fl 
God 

teeth 
their | 


more aboue others, as their place one ic 
is holier, A wicked Prieft is the|f affe& 
worſt creature ypon carth ;Whoſſthy to 
are Diuels but they which were} their 


Once 
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once Angels of hght?Who can 
ſtumble at the ſfinnes of the Euan- 
gelicall Leuites, that ſees ſuch in- 
uritie euen before the Arke of. 
God? That God which promiſed 
to be the Lenites portion , had ſet 
forth the portion of his Miniſters; 
he will feaſt them at his owne al- 
tar 3 The breaſt and the right 
ſhoulder of the peace offering 
was their morſell , theſe bold and 
couetous Prieſts will rather haue 


teeth faſten 


the fleſh=hock their arbiter, then 
God ; whatlecuer thoſe three 
vpon , ſhall bee for 
their tooth, They were weary of 
one ioynt, and now their delicacy 
affedts variety; God is not wor- 
thy to carue for theſe men , but 
theirowne hands; And this they 


| 


do | 
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do notreceiue,but take ; and take 
violently , vaſcaſonably ; It had 
beene fit God ſhould be firlt ler: 
ved, their preſumption will not 
ſtay his lealure-z ere the fat bee 
burned, ere the fleſh be boiled, 
they ſnatch more then their ſhare 
from the altar; as it the God of 
heaucn ſhould waite on their pa- 
late ; as if the Iſraelites had come 
thither to ſacrifice to their bellies; 
and ( as commonly a wanton] 
tooth is the harbinger-to luxu- 
rious wantonneſle ) they are no 
ſooner ted, then they neigh atter 
the dames of [{rael ; Holy wos 
men aſſemble to the doore of th 
Tabernacle , theſe varlets renypt 
them, to. luſt, that came. thither 
for deuotion ; they had wives dt 
| | theuy | 


—_— 
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18.1. Ely and hus Sonnts, 
their owne , yet their vnbridled 
delires rouc atter ſtrangers ,'and 
feare nvt to pollute eucn that-ho- 
ly place with abominable filthi- 
netle, O finnes, to ſhametull fot 
men, much-more tortheſpicitu- 
all guides of Iſrael} Herhat makes 
hiaſelte- a {eruant to his tooth, 
{hall eafily' become a flaue to all 
inordioatoaffetions :-Thatakar 
which cxpiated other mens ſins, 
added tothe finues of the ſacrifi- 
cers ; Doubtleſie many a ſoule 
was the cleaner for the bloud of 
the ſacrifices , which they (hed, 
whiles their owne weremore #n- 

ure ;zAnd as the altar cannof (an- 
Qife the Preiſt, ſorhe vncleannes 
of the miniſter cannot pollute 


the oticriag 3 becauſe the vertue! 
FE -thereol| 


——_— 


—_— 
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( ontemplations. 
thereof is notin the agent, but in 
the inſticution ; in the repreſenta- 
tion his ſfione is his owne 3 the 
comfort of the ſacrament is from 
| God, Our clergy is no charter 
for heauen ; Euen thoſe whoſe 
trade is deuotion ,' may at .once 
ſhow the way to heauen by their 
tongue , and by their foot lead 
the. way to hell 3 Itis ncither a 
cqule, nor an Ephod that canpri- 
ueledge the ſoulc. 


S— EYES 


; The ſinne of theſe men was 
| worthy of contempr, phy ps 
| their perſons but for the peo- 
ple: therefore to-abborre the of- 
triags of the Lord, was to: adde 
their euill voto the Prieſts ; and 
to offend God , becauſe hee was 


offended ; 


ana I. Ely and bis Sonnes, 


offended; There. can no of 
teuce . be aulily xaber ,- cuca at 
men ; much leſlie: at::God- for. the 
fake of :men''; No mans finges 
ſhould bring the. feruice ot Gad 
into duke ; this is to make haly 
thinges guilue of our-profane- 


rance not. to: diſtinguiſh berwaxe 
the worke yand (theiinſtrument; 
whereupon.itoft, somes topalle; 
thatwifall our with God ,-: bes 
cauſe we':finde taufe of-aftence 
from thep:;\and giue God wit 


abharrehis ſerwce vniultlys::Ad- 
though-it be trac! (of grearmen 
efpecally ):that thay are theilad 
that know the,.cnils of tho 
ownehoyle, yet:euher ir.could 


neſſe >1e is a daungerous ignds 


cavſeroabdhorrevs; becauſe wee! 


mm_—__— — J xr ——.—. 
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| {tation-; publique accuſations of 


' 6t bozwhen all {ſraelrung of the}, 
lewdnefle. of Eles ſonnes;, 'thar\ 
heonely thould not know'1t y'or 
i©heknew'it not, -his-ignorance 
cannot be exculcd ,tor a ſcaſona- 
ble reſtrain! might have © pre-| 
vented: chis/extremitie' of debau-| 
chedneſte, Complaings ate long 
murrercd ot'/the great ,'ere they 
dare. breake'forth to open conte- 


aathorine argues intollerable ex- 
cremities of euil} z nothing but 
| | 

age can pleade for Hy, that hee 
was not the farlt accuſer” of his 
ſohnes ; now when their enor- 
mities<ameto be the vaice of the 
multitede, hemuit heare-irper- 
torce ; and doubtleſle hee heard 


—— 


— — 


it with greite-cnough ,-but-not 
Gr - 44 
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with anger enough:; 
theindge of I/ratl, ſhould have 
—ngartially iudged bis own flefh, 
and blood ; neuer cauld he have 
offered a more; pleaſing (atritice, 
then the depraued. blood, ut;f6 
wicked ſonnes ; Inivainkdowee 
rebuke: :thoſe fimes:.:abroad,; 
which we tolerate at honie;Thar 
man - makes him(clte,: bur. iridis 
culous , that Jeauing his) owne 
houſe on fire , runnes £0 quendb 
his nephbours..! 214 or lub 
{ 0H O34 115: 
heard Ely (harps enough: to 
Arnah , : ypon. but 4 {ufpicion'of 
{one ; and now.;1bow: wilde:l 
hndehim to the notorious crimes 
of his owne ? Why albe, you fa wy 
PR good repart. ; my 


he that was | 


Ft 3 do 


CP T_””_—  — — — — 


L_.- 


c 
: 
| 
! 
f 
[4 
: 
| 


| do-no more {0 5:The cafe 15 altered; 
| with the perſons; it nature'may 
| be allowed 20 ſpeake inriudge- 
{ment ,/ and-20- make diftercace, 
not of- ſinnes but .offenders;-the 
Eeritence, ruſt -needes ſauour-of 
| partialitiei3vbad theſe men but 
 {pmelntle flackened- their durtic, 
| vrhiecdlefly vinitted fore rate of 
; theſacrifics!, this cenſure chad: 
| nos beone yak ;"| bug 50. puniſh} 
[the theirs, rapines, lactiledges, a- 
ww, inceſts- of hisſonnes, 
with hy do yee ſo, was no other; 
| chetiroofimang that head, which 
| hadgleſerutd. cuning off 3 As it's: 
| with illhumors, that +weak doſe: 
| doth bur ſtirre, and anger them, 


[not purge them out (© it farcth 
| with finoes3-An eafic ite 
S.. doth 


| 
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doth but incourage wickednefle, 
and makes it thinke it felfe fo 
fleight, as that cenſure impor- 
teth,; A vehement rebuke to aca» 
pitall ewll, is but like a ſtron 

ſhower to a ripe felde ; which 
laies that corne which were wor- 
thy of a fickle. Itis a breach of 
iuſtice not ro proportionate-the 
puniſhment to the offence 3 'To 
whip aman fos a murder ;/or to 
puniſhthe purſe tor 1nceſt, or to 
burne treaſon 1nthe hand',-orto 
award the ſtocks to burglaify , is 
to patronize cuill, in ſeed of a- 
uenging it ; Of the wo' ex- 
tremes , rigor is more- fafe for 
the publique weale', becaule 
the  ouer-puniſhing of one of- 


fender frights many from fin- 
Ft 4 ning; 


—TA 
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} ning + It 5 better to hue 11-4 
common-welth where nothing 
is lawfull , then where every 


| thing, 


Indulgent Parents are cruel| to 
themſclues , and their poſteritie 
Ely could not have deuifed which 
way-to haug plagued himlſelie, 
and his houſe ſ(omuch , as þy his 
kindneſle to lus childrens finnes; 
what variety of 1udgements dath 
he now heare of from the mel 


ſenger of God? Firit, becauſe his 


old age ( which vſes to be ſubied 
tocholer), inclined now tonul- 
fauor his ſonnes, therefore, there 
ſhall notbean old man lefrof his| 
| houſe for euer ;; and becauſe ir 

vexcd lum not enough, tore bij 
ſonnes 


— — — — VO A on 9 
nnd 


——_—__ 
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in-a 
Ming 


very 


ellto 
rine 
/bich 
ſelte, 
y his 
neS3 
dath 

metl- 
ie his 
jbieg 
2-m1l- 
there 


of his 


wſe 10) 


ſce byt 


onnes 
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ſonnes enemies to God 1n their ( 


 profeſlion, therefore he ſhall ſee 


his caemic in the habitation of 
the Lord; and becauſe himſelte 
forbore totake vengeance of his 
ſons,and eſteemed their life aboue 
the glory of his Maſter, therefore 
God will revenge himſelte, by 
killing them both in one diy;and 
becaulc he abuſed his ſoueraigntic 
by conniuence at ſinne, therefore 
(hall his houſe be ſtripped ot this 
honor, and (ce ittranflated to an- 
other ; andlaſtly,becauſe he ſut- 
fered his ſoones to 'pleaſe their 
owne wantonappetite, in taking 
meat off from Gods 1rencher, 
thertore, thoſe which remaine of 
his houſe ſhall come-to his ſuc- 


cellors pto beg a piece of filuer; 
| and 


mm 


—— 
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and a morſel] of bread ; in al [bs 
word, becauſe hee was partiallto| [| wc 
his ſonnes, God ſhall execute all] [/th; 
this ſcuerely ypon him,and them:| [| is 


I doe not read of any fault Eh| [| the 
had, but indulgence; and which| I| mi 
of-the notorious offenders were| J| coo 
plagued more? Parents need no|f/rob 
other meanes to make them mi- 


(erable,then ſparing the rod. a 
| 1ets- 

Who ſhould: be the bearer of|f his 
theſe fearefulltidings to Ely , but|ſſ|tell- 
yong Samuel, whom himlelfe had|fſ hisr 
trained vp; He was now growne|fſſ to be 
paſt his mothers cotes 4 fit for tho any! 
meſſage of God; Oid Eþ rebuked Y mel: 
not his yong ſonnes, therefore 
yong Samaelisſent torebuke him; 
| marucll not: whules the Prieſt- 


hood - 


— -» -- _ * 
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homer 


in a| || bood: was ſo-corrupted; if. the 
1lto} 1|word of God were precious, it 
e all] [|there wereno pubhkervifion 3 It 
iem:| [| isnorche-mariner of God to grace | 
© Eh [the -vnworthy 3+ The; ordinarie 
hich| || ©ioiftration-in-che Temple was 
were| [| roo: much -honor for:thoſe that: 
] no robbed theAlar » chough they 
| mi-| | bad- no'-exrtaordinarie:revelatt- 
dns ; 'Hereupon ic was;thar God 
lers-old' Hay Hleep'( who leptin 
his finne) and wakes Samae!, to 
tell himwhachec would do with 
his maſter : Hee which was wont 
to be:the mouth bt God to the 
= y muſt now receige the 
meſſage of God;from the awouch 
Yot another ; As grearperſons will 
not ſpeake to choſe, with whom 
they are highly offended, bur 
-u | ſend 


—— 
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ſend them their checks by other bo 


The lights of ( the ; Tewple to 
were now dim, and-almoſt ready|[| ro 
to giue; place tothe morniog}|ſ| to 
when God called Senne! ; to fig; 
nific perhaps, that;thoſe which 
ſhould: haue bceni the: lights- c 
wa day | trox 
were nceretheir going out , and nig 
(hould rea ee.” with-ave wy 
ſo much more I:ghtfome-: then ir fr 
they , - as the Stinne was ©1breÞ mar 
bright rhen the lawpes: God hadff gen 
good: leaſure taihauc dehiueredÞÞ fon 
this meſſage. by: day, but.; beeÞis he 
meant to; make | vic) of Sema God 
miſtaking; and therfore ſo ſpaakevoyc 
rhat. Eh.: may, bee: asked.. tar; anſhear, 


anſwet , and . pertciue _ keFſberte 


tt. 


— 


both omitted, and cenſured ; He 
that meant to: yſc Samaels yoice 
to Ely, imitates the yoice'of Eh 
to Samuel; Samuel had fo accu- 
ſtomed himſelfe to 'obedicnce, 
f] and-ro anſwer the: call of: Eh, 
that lying in the further cells of 
the Leuites ,.. hee 15 caſilyraiſed 
tromlus ſleep;.and cuen in the 


& aight runs for! his:meflage, 'to 


6 him, who: wasrather: to recciue 


it from him : Thrice is:cthe old 


ﬆ man diſquicted: with -the dili- 


gence of tus ſetyanty and,tho vi- 
lions were rareiin his dates, yet 
{is bee not ſo vnacquainted with 
God , as not to attribute: that 


WE voyce to him, which himſelfe 


heard not 3 Wherefore like a 


Sbetter | Tutor 'then a: Parent, 
he 


_—_ ———_J_ 
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he tcaches Samuebwhar hee that 
anſwer, Speake Lord, Far thy fe te 
beareth. ic i 2411 22367; Ty \* 6[]} co 


It. might haue:pleaſed-God at|| thi 
the firſt tall ro haue-deliuered his/f/ inf 
mellageto Sonzel,; not expediag 
the anſwer of anouicevalechemalf bee 
the viſions ofa Gpd:;yetdothhelf hac 
rather deferit tall the tourth ſums || Go! 
mons, and . will aot dpeake:alf and 
Sammel: confelled? his andiente;Y dou 
God loues cuer toprepare his fer 
uants for::hisimplayments;,- and} S: 
will not commituiserrands ,- but 21in! 
tothale,whombhehath addreffedncue 
both by wonder, and attention end | 
and humilitie. - , 


Hy knew wellthe gracious AN 
ſhic 


——— 
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ſhion of God, that-where hee in- 
tended a fauour , prorogation 
could be _ no hinderance ; and 
therefore after the call of God, 
thrice anſwered with filence, he 
inſtructs Samuel to. be ready for 


been wiltull, I doubt whether he 
had been againe ſalicited; now 
$ God doth beth -pittic his error, 
J and requite his diligence by te» 
doubling his name at the laſt, . 


| Samuel had now many yeeres 
-lkurfminiſtred befare'rhe Lord , bur 

dncuer till now heard: his yaice ; 
and now bearcy it with much 
terror ; for the firſt word that he 


- 1 PPcares God ſpeake,is threatning, | - 


Sand that of vengeance t0 his 


the fourth : If Samuels filence had | 


En 


maſter; 


, PO" WIE IT | TS tree tt " 
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maſter; What were theſe mena- 
ces but lo many premonitions to 


Li8.1r. | 


 timi(ſelte tharſhould luccecd &y? 


Godbegins early to ſeaſon their 
bares with tcare; whom he meang 


ro- make eminent inſtruments of 
his glory Ir is his merciero make 
vs 'witneſles of the iudgments of 
others, that wee may be torewar- 
ned,ere we hauc the occaſions of! 
fianifg. 

I do not heare God bid Samuel 
deliver this meſſage to Ey; Hee 
thit-was 'but now made a Pro- 
pher; kaowes, thatthe errands of 
Godintend nothilence ; and th 
God'would not hauc ſpoken te 
him of another ; it he had meat 
the newes ſhould be reſerued tt 
himſeltc ; Neither yerdid he mw 


— 


_——_— 
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wil]. 
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with: open” mouth vato Ely: | to 
tell hiothis viſion; vaasked ;. No 
wiſe man will be haſtic: to bring 


ill ndings to the great ; rather | 


doth hee ſtay. rill the: 1mportu- | 


nitie of his. Maſter ſhould wrin 
it. from his yawillingneſle ;; al 
them as:his concealement ſhowd 
his loue, ſo his tull relation ſhall 
approue his fidelitic ; It the heart 
ot &y. had not told him this 
newes', before God told it Sa- 
muel ,, hee had neuer been fo in» 
ſtam:with Samuel, not to con- 
ceale-it ; His conſcience did 
well prefage that it concerned 
limaſclfe ; Guiltineſle needs no 
Prophet to aſſure it of punith- 
ment: The minde that 1s trou- 


bled protecteth terrible things ; 


G g and 
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jand though it cannot fingleout 
the iudgment- allotted toit, yetit 
is 1D a. confuſed: expeRation of 
ſome grieuous euill:-Surely, Ey 
could not thinke it worſethen it 
was 3 The ſentence was fearetull, 
and ſuch as I wonder the necke, 


450  (ontenplatiov., Linus. 


orthe heart of old Ey could hold 
out' 'the report of ; That God 
{weares he will iudge Ehes houle; 
and that with beggerie , with 
death, with deſolations and: that 
the wickednes. of his houſe (hall 
not be purged with ſacrifice, or 
oftrings for cuer;z And yet, this 
which euery lſraclites care ſhould 
uingle to heare of, when ir ſhould 
be doae, old Eh heares with an 
vamoued patience, and humble 
ſubmiſtion , I is the Lord, let bim 


PR TT — ——_ 


ol 


LiB.11. Ely and bis Sonnes. 45 n 
doe what ſeemeth him good; Oh ad-| 


mirable faith , - and more then 
humane conſtancic and reſolu- 
tion , worthy of the aged preſi- 
fident of Shiloh, worthy of an 
heart ſacrificed to that God, 
whoſe 1ultice had refuſed to ons! 

iate his finne by ſacrifice : If 
Ely haue been an ill father to his 
ſonnes, yet he is a good ſonne 
to God , and isready to kiſſe the 
very rod hee ſhall ſmart withall; 
Itis the Lord, whoml hauceuer 
found holy, and 1uſt , and gract- 
ous, and hee cannot but be him- 
ſelte ; Let him doe what ſeemeth 
him good; for whatſocuer ſce- 
meth good to him, cannot bur 
bee good ; howloeuer it ſeemes 
to 'me 2 Euery man can open 


Gg 2 his 


GM___—_——_— 


ee i, 


(ontemplations. Liz. 


his hand to God while hee 
bleſſes ; but to expoſe our ſelues 
willingly to the affliting hand 
of our maker, and to kneele to 
him whiles he ſcourges vs , is pe- 


culiar only to the tairhtull. 


If cuer a good heart could 
have freed a man,from temporal| 
puniſhments, Ely muſt needs 
haue eſcaped ; Gods anger was 
appeaſed by his humble repen- 
tance , but his iuſtice muſt be ſa- 
tisfied ; Elyes finne and his ſons, 
was in the eve and mouth of all 
Iſrael, his glorie therefore ſhould 
haue been much wronged by 
their impunitie: Who would 
not have made theſe ſpirituall 
guides an cxample of lawleſnes? 


and 


i. Met, 


, 
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[ live, it Elyes ſonnes goe away 
vnpuniſhed? As not the tearcs 
of Ely, ſo not the words of Sa- 
muel may fall to the ground ; 
Wee may not meaſure the di(- 
pleaſure of God by his ſtripes ; 


of the ſizne, the very chattiſe- 
ments ofthe Almightic aredead- 
ly z No repentance can aſlure 
vs that wee ſhall not ſmart with 
outward afflitions : That, can 
preuent the eternall diſpleaſure 
of God; but ſtill it may be ne- 
ceflaric and good wee ſhould be 
correted : Our care and ſuite 
muſt be, that the cuills which 
ſhallnot be auerted, may be an- 


ifed. 


and have faid - What care Lhow| 


many times, after the remiſſion | 


Gg3 It 
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It the predition ot theſecuils 
were fearefull, what ſhall the exe- 
cution be? The preſumption of 
the 1ll-raught Iſraelites (ball giue 
occaſion to this iudgement;; for 
being ſmitten before the Phi 
| litims , they ſend for the Arke 
into the fi:ld 3 Who gaue them 
authority ro commaund the 
| Arke ot God at their pleaſure ? 
| Here was no conſulting with the 
| Arke , which they would ferch; 
[no inquiry of Samuel whether 
| they ſhould fetchit ;but an hed- 
dic reſolution of preſumptuors 
Elders to force God into the 
field , and to challenge ſucceſſe:; 
If God were not with the Arke, 
why did they fend for it , and 


reioyce in the comming of it ? 


[ 


If 
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If God were with it , why Was 
not his allowance asked that ir 
ſhould come? How can the peo- 
ple bee good where the: Preiſts 
are wicked 2 When the Arke of 
the: couenant - of | the : Lord, of 
hoſts chat dwells betweene the 
Cherubims , was brought into 
the hoſt . (tho: with nieane- and 
wicked attendance:): {ael doth, 
25 it were, fill the heauem»and 
ſhake the carth--with: ſhoutes; 
as if the Arke and vidory..were 
no leſſe vnſeparable ; then'they 
and their finnes; Eucn the leudelſt 
men will be looking; tor: tauour 
from that Ged, whom they ca» 
red not to diſpleaſe, contrary to 
the conſcience of their deſer- 
uings;Preſumption doth the ſame 

Gg 4 in 
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1i1n wicked men; which taich doth 
in zhe hoheſt y::Thoſe::that re- 
zarded(notthe God of theiArke, 
thinke rhemfclaes fafe:and-bap- 
pica:the Arke. of God:'z:vaine 
mertare tranſported with a con- 
dence iy the outsſides bf xeli- 
gion, 'not Segpening thn -fub- 
[{tance and ſoule of it; which an- 
ly can give them true. peace; But 
' [rathev then God will humor ſu- 
|perſttion an Jfraclies, he will ſut- 
ter his owne Arke to fallinta the 
|handes "of -Philſhms ; Rather 
willhe ſeeme to flacken his hand 
of protection, then hee will bee 
thought to have his hands bound 
by/ a: formall miſ-confidence. 
The ftaughter of the I{raclites 
was ro plague to this z''It was 
| P 721 a 
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21 greater plague rather to-them | 


[that..hould ſuruwe , :andi be. 


hold it... The rwo ſonnes of Ev 
ly which / had - helped to cor- 
rupt -their brethren, die by che 
handes | of ' the 'vncircuniciſed, 
and/are now too late ſeparated 
ftrom»the Arke of God by-Phi- 
Iitimsz which ſhould hauebeen 
before . 1eparated by rheir-fa- 
ther 5+ They had hued former- 
lic'to bring Gods altar/mto con- 
tempt-, and now-liue to'carxie 
his -Arke 4ntor :captivitie!y/iand 
at laſt , as thoſd that © had 


| made- vp the. meaſure of their 
| wickedneſſe are-ſlayne in-their 


| finne. 


bu 
: 
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Il newes dath euer citherrun, 
or flie.;; The man of Bemianun, 
which -ran-from the hoſt ;: hath 
ſoenc filled. the: City with: out- 
cries 5-and Elyes, cares with the 
crie of the City 3 The goodold 
man: after - ninety /:and- Tight 
cares, fits inthegate,avone 
Amy thought hitnſclte too aged 
to do God ſcruice; and heares the 
newes of Iſrael; diſcomfiture, and 
his ſonaes death, though with 
ſorrow , yet: with: patience; but, 
when.the meſlenger tells him of 
the Arke of God taken, he can 


live no longer, that word ſtrikes 


him downe backward from his| 
no ſword ofa Philitim could haue 


ſlaine him more painefully , nei- 


my 


( ontemplations. Liz, | 


Lis. 
ther k 
or his 
| Oh te 
any 4 
[icha 
good 
| witho 


| but th 


that h: 
[nies O 
|Churc: 
in law 
of ale 
at onc 
dings) 


(to mi 


'Gods i 
throne, and kills him in the fall;}, ked ho 
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husban 


— 


L1BI1. Ely and his Sonnes. 


—_— 


45 


che know I, whether his necke, 
or his heart were firſt broken: 
Oh fteatefull iudgement,that cuer 
any Iſraelites eare could tingle 
withall ; The Arke loſt ; what 
[good man would with to liue 
without God ? Who can chooſe 


 butthink he hath liued too long, 
that hath oucrliued the Teſtimo- 
nies of Gods ; 9m with his 
Church? Yea the very daughter 
io law of Ely, a woman, the wite 
'of a lewd husband;when ſhe was 
at once travelling (vpon that ti- 

dings) and intharrrauell, dying 
(to make vp the full ſumme of 
'Gods iudgement ypon that wic- 


II; ked houſe ) as one inſenſible of 


the death of her father, - of her 
husband, ot her ſelfe, in compa- 
| riſon 


es 
————. 


Tar 


riſon of this loſle, calls her (then 
vuſcaſonable ), :ſonne , Ichabod, 
and with her laſt breath ſaies, 
The_s: glorie.us departed from Iſrael; 
The Arke is taken :\what catts ſhe 
for a. poſterity. - which ſhould 
want the Arke? What cares ſhe 
tor a ſonne, comeinto the-world 


L1B.1 


Ob 
a thouf 
PhiliC 


of Ifrarl, when God was gone 
fromit? and how williogly doth 
ſhe deparr trom, them , from 
whom God was departed # Not 


outward magmficence, not tate, 
not wealth, .not fauour of the! 
mightic , but: the preſence 0 
God in his Ordinances , are the 
glory of I/rael :;-the ſubducing 
whereot is a greater 1yudgemen 
thea deſtruction... 
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| triumphing ith the Arke of God, 


WT Iſrael, worſe now then no people ; 
athouſand times more miſerable then 
Philiſtims ; Thoſe Pagans went away 


and viftorie ; and leaue the remnants 
of the choſen people to lament, that they 
once had a God : 
0h cruell and wicked indulgence, 
that is now found guiltie of the death, 
not onlie of the Prieſts, and people, but 
of Religion, Yninſt mercie can neuer 
end in leſſe then bloud and it were Well if 
onlie the bodie ſhould haue cauſe to com» 
me of that kinde crueltie... 
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ERRAT 4. 

.97.lin. 19. for wooll god, reed wooll. God: 
.16g L.19.for intreats read treats, p.175.45 for gquoyed, 
eedioyed. p.: 22.1 18. for may be, read mayno: be. 
nals oof ſtrength, read ſtench. p 268. for had not 

t,reed had ynt p. 246. vir. for ſtrainted yead ſtraitned, 


3 41.3. for repreſentation his. r,repreſencation : his, 
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